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PREFACE

Guizhou, a resplendent pearl on the Souht-west Plateau of China. Looking up here, you can see winding mountains stretching around long and unbroken; the Dalou, Wuling, Miaoling,
Wumeng and other mountains together present before your eyes a panoramic view of giants standing guard, the charms of which have been in existence from time immemorial. And looking
down you see numerous rivers flowing in their respective zigzag courses like protective arms trying to shield one another. How gentle and attentive they are, these rivers—the Wu, the Yuan, the
Niulan, the Beipan, the Chishui and the Ji!*The benevolent man loves the mountains, whereas the wise man loves the waters,” in so saying the ancient Chinese sage Confucius seemed gratified
in contemplating with deep feelings while feasting his eyes on blue mountains and green waters. Indeed, when visiting in the midst of such landscapes the people of 17 ethnic groups, the
Miaos, the Dongs, the Bouyeis and so on, I can not help thinking that the peoples who have lived in harmony with each other from generation to generation amid these mountains and rivers are
themselves 17 mountains of benevolence and 17 rivers of wisdom.

Danzhai, the home of the Dance of the Golden Pheasant, is situated in southeast Guizhou. Legend has it that Danzhai was once the habitat of a red phoenix. It is believed that the mystical
beauty of Danzai’s natural landscape together with its peculiar culture can be attributed to the gorgeous mountains and rivers here, the age-old historical and cultural heritages in which man is
regarded as a part of nature, and the colorful ethnic social conventions. Here you can see misty mountains covered with lush and green primeval forests, the rippling and sparkling Qingshui
River with green gorges on its banks, and the mountain villages of the Miao nationaiity scattered here and there. Here in March the blossoms of oilseed rape resplendent over hill and dale are
fragrant in the air. In April, the Longquan Mountain is dyed a bright red with blossoming azalea flowers. Here you can revel at the sight of peaks rising one upon another or in the fragrance
giving forth from the tea fields. And terraced fields rising high on the mountains is another sight you will not easily forget about. The many cultural heritages of the non-material category under
government protection commingled with ethnic local colors: the golden pheasants of Maniao Village, the Hundred Bird Totem of Songlong and the ancient art of paper-making of Stone Bridge,
have all helped shape up the scenic beauties of a peculiar culture. This is Danzai, a land pure and uncontaminated, beautiful and vigorous.

Mr Chen Weizhong, an admirer of Wang Yangming and a renowned photographer, is one of the winners of the national ‘“Ten Best Photographers of Advertisement’ and one of the ‘“Ten Best
Fashion Photographers of Shanghai ’, he has also been awarded the Golden Cup for the First Literature and Art Prizes and a number of other honorable titles. He has taken 10 trips to Guizhou
in more than 20 years to learn about local conditions and folk customs. The many exquisite pictures he took in Guizhou are a treasure dear to his heart. A believer in the saying that ‘Behave
towards others with benevolence and your heart will beat in unison with the mountains and rivers’, he is always ready to perform his tasks in spite of difficulties and dangers. Because of the
fact that he has been to Japan for advanced art studies and is well known for his dedication to his profession and especially because of the excellent pictures he took in the border areas of West
China, he has attracted wide attention from the Japanese photography circles. In recent years he has held many photo exhibitions in China, the United States, Canada and Shingyuku and Ginza
in Tokyo, Japan. Enthusiastic media reports from China and abroad recommended him to the public. Visitors swarmed to the exhibitions to see his works, followed by numerous favorable
comments. ‘Fiery and forthright yet gentle and tender, soft and graceful yet full of force’, so commented a Japanese photographer. Indeed if you are wondering where Mr. Chen Zhongwei has
acquired his distinctive qualities, you might as well consider his own reflections: ‘I always believe that the physical world and the self are interactive. Going back into the past, I see the road I
have traversed, therefore, I think that to realize the yearnings for an even brighter future I have to start yet another long journey by taking the first step *.

Well, then, turn over the title page of this book and go ahead to see the exciting local colors and significant exotica.

Wang Fuyu
Sept.17.2008



—EMENRIRILANIEZH
— R BNETEARETIR

—EEENRES ARBKTS

— A BB

An ethnic group bubbling with enthusiasm
An ecological environment you won’t tear yourself away from
An unforgettable journey that keeps lingering on

Danzhai,Guizhou—a crisp-sounding name
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As I was roaming about in a soft breeze and a fine drizzle in a gorge amidst mountain peaks, I found a cloud of mist curling up from amid the verdant primeval forest nestling
among the mountains. The curves of terraced fields rising one on top of another was simply a scene of fabulous beauty, faintly visible on the misty hills, like a graceful girl in
fine gauze bathing in a cool spring of water, lovely and somewhat shy, and so pure and simple. So this is Danzhai, a dreamland pure and uncontaminated.

Sailing on the rippling water of the Qingshui River in a punt, I felt carefree and contented. As the boatman standing at the bow pushed his bamboo punt-pole lightly against
the bank, there appeared on the surface of the water circles of wimpled waves. Caressed by a gentle breeze, I felt as though it was seeping into my heart. [ was deeply touched by
the mountains in the distance, the greenery on the banks of the river, and the white clouds floating in the blue sky. Finally, seized with a sudden impulse, I plunged right into the
water and began swimming to my heart’s content. It was a long time before since I had swum in a river. The pleasant and refreshing feeling of the clear water gently stroking my
muscles reminded me of my childhood when the river in my native place was as green and clear.

Danzhai is generally looked upon as a mystical land in its primeval state. For my part, however, it seems more like the Shangri — La of Guizhou. Here there is no pollution, no
hubbub, no rush and muddle, and no outside interference. It is a haven of peace, a paradise away from the turmoil of the world, and a tremendous natural oxygen bar. The people
living here do not have to endure the rigors of a harsh winter, nor those of a searing summer. In spring, azalea flowers blossom all over the place, and during autumn harvest, one
sees many sheaves of corn hanging on the roof beams of dwelling houses, and the crops of the golden terraced field waiting to be reaped.

I have been to Danzhai many times. Naturally, it is familiar to me and so dear to my heart that I think I can never forget about it. Each time I return to original nature, I have
been able to feast my soul on the exquisite beauty of Danzhai.. In fact, upon seeing the mountains and rivers there and upon a thorough-going visit to the Miao villages I always
feel as if I was in a paradise on earth. The mellow, refreshing atmosphere and the purity and simplicity of the people will always linger in my mind for me to ponder over.
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A Miao village in Ox Horn Mountain
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Mountain peaks towering into the sky
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Evening twilight in a Songlong Miao village
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