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PREFACE

This collection was assembled by Samuel Couling and Frank Herring Chalfant by pwrchases from
antiquary dealers at Weihsien, Shantung. Most if not all the pieces were purchased during the years 1904
1908, and roughly in the order in which Chalfant arranged and numbered them. Although Chalfant ‘and
Couling were not so informed at the time, the pieces no doubt came from Yin Hs#, thc site of the latter
capital of the Shang Kingdom, at the village of Hsiao T‘un near Anyang, Honan. Chalfant’s sketch-plates
here printed contain his facsimile drawings of 670 mammal bone pieces, 1016 plastron pieces, and one antler,
a total of 1687 pieces. The collection has been distributed among four museums, two in Britain and two in
America, as itemized on a following p&ge. It is customary to cite the entire collection, irrespective of the
museum divisions, by the letter C.

In addition to these fragments Couling and Chalfant bought many carved pieces alleged by the
dealers to have come from the same source, but now known to be largely forgeries. These so-called amulets
are therefore not published here, and this omission causes the gaps in the numbering, The pieces reproduced
here are such as are typical of the Anyang excavation. The inscriptions, especially on large bones and the
antler, must be used with the caution appropriate to all specimens obtained through dealers. I can not
particularize on the genuineness of any of the pieces. I have not seen the Royal Scottish and the Carnegie
portions of the collection, and I viewed the rest only cursorily, #in'ee years ago, without a thought of later
having the opportunity to edit these sketch-plates for publication. The task of verification and definitive
edition will require years, and these Chalfant drawings already have too long awaited printing.

Chalfant was the first Western student of Chinese paleography to recognize and utilize the old
script as found on the oracular shell and bone. He introduced the study to the Western world in his
monograph, Early Chinese Writing, the fourth part of which deals with the Ancient Inscriptions upon Bone
and Tortoise Shell. This was published as a Carnegie Museum memoir, by a special provision of Andrew
Carnegie, at Pittsburg in 1908, only three years after the first Chinese publication dealing with the oracle
bone, T‘ieh-yiin Ts‘ang-kuei, Shanghai, 1903.

After this, Chalfant commenced a larger work on the bone characters, devoting to this research such
time as his missionary duties allowed. In 1911 at Tsingtao he suffered an accident, and became partially
paralysed. He continued ‘his study, however, and at his death, 23 January 1914, he had virtually completed
a voluminous work entitled Bone Inscriptions. His friend Berthold Laufer pressed for its publicatior, and with
W. J. Holland, director of the Carnegie Museum, formed a plan to print the book in England under the
supervision of Lionel C. Hopkins who had constantly exchanged notes with Chalfant during the eight years
of preparation of the work. This plan was halted by the outbreak of war in Europe in July 1914. The
manuscript book remained for twenty years at the Field Museum, in the care of Laufer until his death in
1934, after which it came into my hands, Much of the work is not obsolete even now. I have selected
these 132 sketch-plates of the Couling-Chalfant collection to publish first.

I wish to express my thanks to Mrs. Frank H. Chalfant and Edward N. Chalfant for entrusting the
documents to me. Lionel C. Hopkins, who has been keeping Chinese paleography alive in Western sinological
circles, has graciously encouraged this effort. The Carnegiec Museum has renewed its former support of this
work, and A. Avinoff the director and Eugenia McCalla have helped materially. Roger Howson and Janet
Bogardus have assisted in the safekeeping of the documents. Wong Yun-wu has undertaken the publication
of this selection in a manner admirably suited to its main purpose, which is to make this exported collec-
tion available to Chinese scholars who are working the rich field of Yin studies.

Roswxu. S. BRITTON.

Shanghai
4 November 1935,
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DISTRIBUTION
OF THE COLLECTION

ROYAL SCOTTISH MUSEUM ...
Edinburgh, Scotland

Total 760 pieces, consisting of 178 bone and 582 shell. Acquired
from Couling in 1909.

CARNEGIE MUSEUM

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
Total 438 pieces, consisting of 208 bone and 230 shell. Acquired
from Chalfant in 1909.

BRITISH MUSEUM

London, England
Total 485 pieces, consisting of 282 bone, 202 shell, and one
antler. Aequired from Couling in 1911.

FIELD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY ...
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.

Total 4 pieces, eonsisting of 2 bone and 2 shell. Aequired from
Chalfant in 1913.
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