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[ will rest where my mother now sits

Will I remember then how it fell 1o be both mother and
daughter” Will | ask the same question oo many times”

I walk over and sit down between my mother and her
granddaughter

“Where is Rick™ my mother asks. resting her hand on

)\&fﬂ q}‘ #, (% the table next to mine. The space between us is smaller than
’ S §

when I was a teenager, barely visible at all

And 1n that 1 know she remembers She may
repeat herself a hutle 1oo much. But she remembers
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“He'll be here,” | answer wath a smule

My mother smiles back, one of those gnns where the

tukes over the shape of her face, resembling my

daughier.

Have you ever had a day when everything seemed to go
‘Then she lets her shoulders relax. picks up the dice
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1. Since we didn’t have a dad or anyone to care for us, we were
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way | knew to express my .

2. When [ moved in __ Mom, | had my own room for the ____ time. It had
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wallpaper and a matching bedspread, an antique dresser and a big ___. 1
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had only a few clothes 1' d brought with me in a brown paper __. “Don't
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worry,” Mom said. “I' Il buy you ____ of pretty new things.”
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What day is it today? Is it Tuesday or Thursday? This

thought raced through her mind as she sat back with her

students going over the lesson that never seemed to end.

Didn’t I just do this yesterday? Or was it a year ago? Hell,

everything seemed ta jumble together anymore. “Miss Smith,
can I go to the bathroom?” Jorge asked, as he procecded to
jump from one foot to another, holding himself. How many
times have I heard this? She wondered as she abruptly said
“Yes” and watched as he raced out of the room.

Sitting at the table she gazed at her students while
thinking of what she would do after work. Maybe I'll go to
the gym or stop at the market for something to eat tonight.

Mechanically she continued with her lesson on the short letter



“a” with her students. “The letter ‘a’ makes what sound?”
“a, a, a,” the students sang together going through the empty
motions. The clock dragged away the minutes her
with the tediousness of the day.

Won’t it end? She thought as the phone rang out its
morse code for her room. Sighing she stood up and walked
through the maze of students desks to get to the phone.
Picking up the receiver the other voice seemed a hundred
miles away. Oh, how I wish I were anywhere but here. Her
mind wandered to the hot beach of Cabo, Mexico,
where she had spent her last summer break. She still
remembered the cool breezes that caressed her skin as she lay
on the sand.

“Miss Smith, did you hear me?” the secretary annoyingly
asked her. “Oh, sorry. What did you say?” “Can you send
Carla to the office?” the secretary impatiently asked. “Oh,
of course,” she replied as she hung up the phone. She turned
from the phone and yelled out Carla’s name. Carla, who was
one of the many who always seemed so that were in
her class this year. Carla looked up from her desk, her hair
hanging like a matted displaced doll. Her face was lined with
dirt that gave her the appearance of one of those munchkins
from the Wizard of Oz. “You need to go to the office,” she
said while Carla slowly rose from her desk. “Why do I have
to go?” whined Carla. “It’s between you and the office—just
go up,” she hastily turned her back as Carla walked out of

the room. Like having free school uniforms is the answer. It
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