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Message

We're here today to celebrate the grand opening of the 1st GATS
Internation Theatre Festival. First of all, please allow me to express the
heartfelt congratulation on the great success of the event on behalf of the
Higher Education Division of Ministry of Education of the People’s Re-
public of China, and warm welcome to all the guests, experts, teach-
ers and students from all over the world.

The Global Alliance of Theatre Schools is the first alliance in the
world for theatre schools. It has built a platform to make collaborative
studies on drama educations, exchange teaching experiences and share
teaching achievements. Moreover, it is a regular mechanism for cooper-
ation and communication. Therefore, the establishment of the Alliance
will for sure be positive and of great historical meanings for the develop-
ments of theatre educations in the world. For this reason, the Global
Alliance of Theatre Schools has put forward a permanent teaching and
exchanging activity — “GATS” | and set the Central Academy of Dra-
ma as a permanent base for the activities. The biennial event will be an
exchange carrier of broader development and more far-sighted interna-
tional visions for drama teachings and practices.

At this Festival, we hope to appreciate wonderful and exciting
presentations from theatre schools all over the world, to create a strong
and rich academic atmosphere and a free and open exchange environ-
ment, and to achieve the sufficient communication in the theories and
practices of theatre. I believe, the great success of GATS will definitely
prompt the international exchange and cooperation of theatre schools all
over the world based on their own national drama cultures, and achieve
mutual references of the drama cultures, drama teachings and prac-
tices.

Wish a great success to the 1st GATS International Theatre Festi-

val !

Zhang Daliang
Director of Higher Education Department
of Ministry of Education, China
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Message

Today, The GATS appears as time requires, with the communica-
tion and spread of the immortal theater arts and the development of in-
ternational drama education.

It is a great event for global theater education. We are glad to share
the university student’s productions rehearsed by the students from the
distinguished theater schools in the Global Alliance, to experience the
youthful passion while the students studying and rehearsing theatre from
different countries. I'm sure it’s a good chance for teachers to communi-
cate teaching personality and experience. As a member of L. T. 1, we
Chinese Theater Association would like to express the warmest congratu-
lations to Global Alliance of Theater Schools, and sincere thanks to the
host of the Central Academy of Drama.

Drama is wealth belonging to the world, and embodies the diversi-
ties of the world cultures. Extensive and profound drama has created a
vivid and colorful aesthetic pleasure and becomes an important part of
human spiritual life. For so long, drama has been integrated with na-
tional culture characteristic and local conditions, so has drama educa-
tion. GATS has set up a platform for professional drama education organ-
izations which are top in the domestic drama education field and influ-
ential in the world theater field to learn from each other and enhance
each other.

The development of drama depends on the generations to take over
from the past and set a new course for the future, so the professional
drama schools become a powerful new force to cultivate coming tal-
ents. In 2008, Chinese Theatre Association held the First Chinese Cam-
pus Theatre Festival in Shanghai, which was a hit with audi-
ence. People experienced deeply university students’ enthusiasm for dra-
ma and their strong wishes to express themselves and their understand-
ing on society through drama. I also pin my hope on this GATS, expec-
ting the festival will arouse enormous influence on Chinese university

students to encourage them to create the dream and belief of drama on
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the stage.

GATS will strongly promote the development of international drama
education, and constantly enhance the friendship and understanding
between theater schools in different countries, and further strengthen
international academic cooperation. I hereon sincerely wish the teachers
and students taking part in GATS to show your talents in the inheritance
and innovation of drama, and also wish all the people devote into drama
and promote affection for drama to make concerted efforts for the devel-
opment of GATS.

JI Guoping

Deputy Director of Chinese Theatre Association
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Message

A CALL!

NOT for yet another international organization - this is not why
the Global Alliance of Theatre Schools — GATS was officially created in
September 2008 in Barcelona!

NOT for the organization of yet other international festivals, work-
shops or conferences !

NOT for the hosting of multicultural cooperation projects by indi-

vidual theatre schools!

GATS

—1Is a wager laid for a new quality in theatre education! - Sets
out to be an international laboratory for theatre research and the place
from where the fundamental coordinates of a new theatre pedagogy be
laid out!

— Must be the place for artistic experiments for which acting chairs
or reputed professors from the member schools would be responsible !

— Must be the locus for circulative professional information - an
aim achieved through the creation of an international digitalized library
that each member school would contribute to with its own data base (1
am hereby asking for approval from the GATS members that such an en-
deavour be taken on by the Central Academy of Drama from Beijing and
the Chinese Ministry of Education for financial and organizational sup-
port) !

— Must be the space where students can benefit from academic
mobility through the introduction of transferable credits in all member
schools !

— Must offer the students and professors of acting the KEY to a
new reading of dramatic texts that would incorporate a new way of un-
derstanding “truths” !

— Must have its own body of experts in the field of theatre educa-
tion selected from the most prestigious professors of each member
school !

After 10 years of projects conducted under the aegis of the
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UNESCO Chair of the International Theatre Institute, GATS sets out to
take everything one step further, towards a REFORM in theatre educa-
tion, towards RESEARCH, towards a new kind of QUALITY in theatre
education! In terms of quality and value, the GATS projects should be
close to the level of doctoral thesises, of international scientific lec-
tures, of a piece of writing that would be appropriate for publishing in a
reputed field magazine and its theatre productions should be suitable for
presentation on any world stage! GATS should be a place for the
LAUREATES in the field of theatre pedagogy, acting and directing. If
we can accomplish these things then everything becomes meaningful and
there is justification for proceeding further together, but if we see GATS
as a mere intercultural space for the promotion of theatre tourism then
all our efforts will have been uncalled for! I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the Chinese Ministry of Education for its generous fi-
nancial support and for the arrangements made for its guests by the Cen-
tral Academy of drama in Beijing to whom we also address our gratitude
for the manner in which it has exercised the first GATS presidency man-
date. Even if this first GATS project - for which we have all gathered
here at this time - the GATS Theatre Festival - should not meet all
our set out objectives from the start, it would be important if it became
the place where deep reflection on the goals assumed began. Esteemed
Directors, Esteemed Professors and Dear Participants, Let’s come to-

gether and build a different kind of GATS!

Prof. Corneliu Dumitriu Ph. D.
GATS Secretary General

z



& P+ T & B R

Studies on Shakespeare’s Plays

/GATS

¥

g iF RREER, BRHEGEE
ROZAERE T B E A . BRI Ui A
H, AN XEROE L —N
FRR SR, T T I AL A
21, PR G F7 . FRAM X AN E R, ok
H O AEFRT AR 2 %, EW R AR EIL T 54K
fiT—&S IR, (R TR A HE A — J 55k ) e A B 3 ] s K
FAEKR T RS 58 R, B 2010 4F AE 47 R S
A

M RAIE K - ML IR X

Al BB XA LY FREK

fRAnA) Bd % wAF S FEC A R
R R AR A S £

10



VAT EEN

Studies on Shakespeare’s Plays

Message

I may repeat myself now but I believe truth should be repeated as
often as it needs. Every time I have visited China I cannot stop thinking
of it as my second HOME-a great solid entity comprised of Hospitality,
Organisation, Modesty and Energy. I can feel nothing else but admira-
tion for a country that has based its life philosophy on such quali-
ties. And I am truly sorry I cannot be with you this time again but I wish
you all a fruitful 1st GATS meeting and I am looking forward to welco-

ming you in Bulgaria in 2010.

Stanislav Semerdjiev, Ph. D.

Full Professor, Screenwriting

Rector, National Academy for Theatre and Film Arts
(NATFA), Sofia, Bulgaria

President, Bulgarian Association of Film, TV and Radio
Scriptwriters ( BAFTRS)

Vice President, Conferences and Festivals, The World
Association of Film and TV Schools ( CILECT)
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Message

“In the orient of the world where is sunny and in the center of Chi-
na where is starry, there is an artistic palace surrounded with
ivies. United, hardworking and positive, we’re here for a shared
dream. ” This lyric is from the school anthem of the Central Academy of
Drama, Beijing, China. And today, we’re standing here on such a
promising land to welcome all the teachers and students devoting them-
selves in drama studies from all over the world. Please allow me to ex-
press my sincere welcome to all of you!

Dear friends, probably you may remember two years ago when
Prof. Corneliu  Dumitriu, Chair hobler of the UNESCO Chair-ITI,
signed an agreement with the Central Academy of Drama on behalf of
UNESCO Chair-ITL In the agreement, we made appointments to spare
no effort to establish a pioneering worldwide non-governmental organiza-
tion, which is the Global Alliance of Theatre Schools. Such suggestion
has been discussed on conferences in Beijing, Mexico, Romania and
Spain from 2007 to 2008, and finally adopted on the World Conference
of Theatre Schools Directors. The Global Alliance of Theatre Schools was
established on January 1st, 2009. The International Theatre Festivat,
as a permanent event of the Alliance, will be held every two years in
Beijing, the capital of China.

In November 2001, the proposal of Universal Declaration on Cul-
tural Diversity was adopted on the 31st Conference of UNESCO. In the
year 2005 on the 33rd Conference of UNESCO, the proposal of Conven-
tion on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expres-
sions was adopted. Such efforts prove that it is a shared will and a com-
monly adopted international principle to promote the diversity of the
world for most of the countries in the world. Therefore, the higher edu-
cation of theatre in the world are assuming two tough tasks, One is
making themselves into the trends of globalization and knowledge econo-
my, the other is to be determined to protect the peculiarities of the

higher theatre education systems of different countries and maintain the



