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Chapter 3
The Casting Off Of Morel
—The Taking On Of William

During the next week Morel’s temper ¥ was almost
unbearable ®. Like all miners®, he was a great lover of
medicines, which, strangely enough, he would often pay
for himself.

“You mun get me a drop o’laxy vitral,” he said. “It’s a

. . ”
winder as we canna ha’e a sup® i’th”ouse.

This time, however, neither pills nor vitriol nor all his
herbs® would shift the “nasty® peens in his head”. He was
sickening for an attack of an inflammation® of the brain.
He had never been well since his sleeping on the ground
when he went with Jerry to Nottingham. Since then he
had drunk and stormed. Now he fell seriously ill, and
Mrs. Morel had him to nurse. He was one of the worst
patients imaginable®. But, in spite of all, and putting aside
the fact that he was breadwinner, she never quite wanted
him to die. Still there was one part of her wanted him for
herself.

The weeks passed. Morel, almost against hope, grew

better. He had a fine constitution, so that, once on the
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New Words

(Dtemper [ temppd | n. 1R

(@unbearable [ An'bearal] adj. &
BEZ 3

(@miners [ 'malnz] n. # T

@sup [sap] n. Lk

Bherb [ho':b] n. Bz

['nasstl] adj. & AFH

B
(Dinflammation [ ,infla'maifan ]
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mend, he went straightforward® to recovery® . Soon he
was pottering® about downstairs. During his illness his
wife had spoilt@ him a little. Now he wanted her to
continue. He often put his hand to his head, pulled down
the corners of his mouth, and shammed® pains he did not

)

feel. But there was no deceiving® her. At first she merely™

smiled to herself. Then she scolded him sharply.

“Goodness, man, don’t be so lachrymose®.”

That wounded him slightly, but still he continued to
feign® sickness.

“I wouldn’t be such a mardy® baby,” said the wife
shortly.

Then he was indignant®, and cursed under his breath,

®

like a boy. He was forced to resume™ a normal tone, and

to cease® to whine®.

Nevertheless, there was a state of peace in the house
for some time. Mrs. Morel was more tolerant® of him,
and he, depending on her almost like a child, was rather
happy. Neither knew that she was more tolerant because
she loved him less. Up till this time, in spite of all, he
had been her husband and her man. She had felt that,
more or less, what he did to himself he did to her. Her
living depended on him. There were many, many stages
in the ebbing® of her love for him, but it was always
ebbing.

Now, with the birth of this third baby, herself no
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New Words

(Dstraightforward [ sreit'fa:wad |
adj. 5N

@recovery [rivlavari | n. %%

(3potter ['pota] v. P

@spoil [spoil] v. IR

(S)sham [ f&m ] v. %

(©)deceive [ di'siv] v. K%

(Dmerely [ miali ] adv. {#{7, B

(Blachrymose [*lzkrimaus] adj.
ERM

Ofeign [fein] v. %

Omardy [ ma:di | adj. HiHFa

Iindignant [ in-dignant | adj. 1
. 3:5]

@resume [ ri'zju:m ] v. WH T
Bcease [sizs] v. 211

@whine [wain] v. 158
5tolerant [ *toloront] n. Z2w
@Bebb [eb] v. %
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longer set towards him, helplessly, but was like a tide that
scarcely ¥ rose, standing off from him. After this she
scarcely desired him. And, standing more aloof @ from
him, not feeling him so much part of herself, but merely
part of her circumstances®, she did not mind so much
what he did, could leave him alone.

There was the halt, the wistfulness® about the ensuing®
year, which is like autumn in a man’s life. His wife was
casting him off, half regretfully, but relentlessly®; casting
him off and turning now for love and life to the children.
Henceforward ® he was more or less a husk®. And he
him —self acquiesced, as so many men do, yielding their
place to their children.

During his recuperation

, when it was really over
between them, both made an effort to come back
somewhat to the old relationship of the first months of
their marriage. He sat at home and, when the children were
in bed, and she was sewing—she did all her sewing by
hand, made all shirts and children’s clothing—he would
read to her from the newspaper, slowly pronouncing® and
delivering the words like a man pitching® quoits®. Often
she hurried him on, giving him a phrase in anticipation®.

And then he took her words humbly®.

Meanwhile another infant was coming, fruit of this

little peace and tenderness® between the separating parents.
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New Words

(Dscarcely [ 'skeasli ] adv. JLFAR

@aloof [a71u:f] adj. BT

(3circumstance [*sa:kamstans] n.
BRI

@wistfulness [ ‘wistfalnis ] n. &
&

®ensue [in'sju: ] v. Efi=4

©relentlessly [ri‘lentlasli ] adv. A
i35

(Dhenceforward [ jhens‘farwad ]
adv. N5 LG

@husk [*hast] n. #5E

recuperation [ ri‘kjuzporeit] n.
wE

@pronounce [pro'nouns] v. & &

@pitch [pitf] v. HE

@quoit [kwoit] n. #3F

@anticipation [ en,tisi'peifon ] n.
bib:u)

@Bhumbly [*hambali] adv. HiH

Brendemness [ ‘tendanis ] n. WE
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Paul was seventeen months old when the new baby was
born. He was then a plump ©, pale child, quiet, with
heavy blue eyes, and still the peculiar® slight knitting® of
the brows. The last child was also a boy, fair and bonny.
Mrs. Morel was sorry when she knew she was with child,
both for economic reasons and because she did not love
her husband; but not for the sake® of the infant®.

They called the baby Arthur. He was very pretty, with
a mop of gold curls®, and he loved his father from the
first. Mrs. Morel was glad this child loved the father.
Hearing the miner’s footsteps™, the baby would put up his
arms and crow. And if Morel were in a good temper, he
called back immediately, in his hearty, mellow® voice:

“What then, my beauty? I sh’ll come to thee in a
minute.”

And as soon as he had taken off his pit-coat, Mrs.
Morel would put an apron? round the child, and give
him to his father.

“What a sight the 1ad® looks! " she would exclaim®
sometimes, taking back the baby, that was smutted® on
the face from his father’s kisses and play. Then Morel
laughed joyfully.

“He’s a little collier, bless his bit o’mutton! ” he
exclaimed.

And these were the happy moments of her life now,
when the children included the father in her heart.
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New Words

plump [plamp ] adj. FEREH
(@peculiar [pi‘kju:lia | adj. A
@knit [nit] v. HH

@sake [seik] n. Hy--o- A8
(®infant ['infant] n. BJL
©®curl [kazl] n. BE
Dfootstep [ “futistep] n. B
(®mellow ['melou] adj. &)
@apron [ eipran | n. FEI#E
®lad [1zd] n. V4, /IMATF
@exclaim [ik-skleim ] v. FE8E
@smut [smat] n. $48
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Meanwhile ® William grew bigger and stronger and
more active, while Paul, always rather delicate® and quiet,
got simmer, and trotted® after his mother like her shadow.
He was usually active and interested, but sometimes he
would have fits of depression®. Then the mother would
find the boy of three of four crying on the sofa.

“What'’s the matter?” she asked, and got no answer.

“What's the matter?” she insisted®, getting cross.

“I don’t know, ” sobbed® the child.

So she tried to reason him out of it, or to him, but
without effect®. It made her feel beside herself. Then the
father, always impatient, would jump from his chair and
shout:

“If he doesn’t stop, I'll smack® him till he does.”

“You'll do nothing of the sort,” said the mother
coldly. And then she carried the child into the yard,
plumped him into his little chair, and said: “Now cry
there, Misery! 7

And then a butterfly® on the rhubarb-leaves perhaps
caught his eye, or at last he cried himself to sleep. These
fits were not often, but they caused a shadow in Mrs.
Morel’s heart, and her treatment® of Paul was different
from that of the other children.

When the children were old enough to be left, Mrs.
Morel joined the Women’s Guild. It was a little club of
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New Words

(@meanwhile[ ' mi:nwail ] adv. [F}
@delicate [ ‘delikeit] adj. $755
@rrot [trot] v. M8
@depression [di'prefan] n. K8
Binsist [in'sist] v. "R

®sob [sob] v. L

@effect [i'fekt] n. B0
(®smack [smak ] v. 31,51
Obutterfly ['bataflai] n. Hi5§
treatment [ “triztmont ] n.
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women attached to the Co-operative Wholesale Society,
which met on Monday night in the long room over the
grocery™ shop of the Bestwood “Co-op”. The women
were supposed to discuss the benefits® to be derived from
co-operation, and other social® questions. Sometimes Mrs.
Morel read a paper. It seemed queer? to the children to see
their mother, who was always busy about the house,
sitting writing in her rapid fashion, thinking, referring to
books, and writing again. They felt for her on such
occasions® the deepest respect®.

Then, when the lad was thirteen, she got him a job in

the “Co-op.” office. He was a very clever boy, frank?,

with rather rough® features® and real viking® blue eyes.

She was very proud of her son. He went to the night
school, and learned shorthand®, so that by the time he
was sixteen he was the best shorthand clerk and book-
keeper on the place, except one. Then he taught in the
night schools. But he was so fiery® that only his good-
nature and his size protected him.

All the things that men do — the decent® things —
William did. He could run like the wind. When he was
twelve he won a first prize in a race; an inkstand® of glass,
shaped like an anvil”. It stood proudly on the dresser, and
gave Mrs. Morel a keen® pleasure. The boy only ran for

"her. He flew home with his anvil, breathless, with a
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