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Practice Test 1

Part I Listening Comprehension (30%)

Section A (& 14,4 104)

Directions: In this part, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each
conversation , a question will be asked about what was said. Both the
conversation and the question will be spoken only once. After each
question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four
choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer .
Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line
through the center.

Example: You will hear:

M: Is it possible for you to work late, Miss Grey?
W: Work late? I suppose so, if vou really think it is
necessary .

Q: Where do you think this conversation most probably took

place?
You will read:
A) At the office. B) In the waiting room .
C) At the airport . D) In a restaurant .

From the conversation we know that the two were talking about some work
they have to finish in the evening. This is most likely to have taken place at
the office. Therefore, “A) At the office.” is the best answer. You should
choose the letter “A” on the Answer Sheet and mark it with a single line
through the center.
1. A) She doesn’t want to take the trouble to read the article.
B) She would like to have a copy of the article.
C) She has given the man much trouble.
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D) She is not interested in the article.
2. A) The woman is a close friend of the man.
B) The woman has been working too hard.
C) The woman is seeing a doctor.
D) The woman is tired of her work.
3. A) It’s the longest report she’s ever written.
B) She’s only halfway done with it.
C) She’ll finish it in a week.
D) She has spent less time on it than the man thinks.
4. A) Place another order. B) Call to check on it.
C) Wait patiently. D) Go and find the furniture.
5. A) Look for a more expensive hotel.
B) Try to find a quiet hotel.
C) Go to another hotel by bus.
D) Take a walk around the city.
6. A) Skating. B) Swimming.
C) Boating and swimming. D) Boating and skating.
7. A) The man wants to attend tomorrow’s show.
B) There aren’t any tickets left for tonight’s show.
C) There aren’t any tickets left for tomorrow’s show.
D) The man doesn’t want to attend tomorrow’s show.

8. A) Two weeks from now. B) In about two days.
C) He hasn’t decided yet. D) In four weeks.

9. A) In a cotton field. B) At a railway station.
C) On a farm. D) On a train.

10. A) She can tell Dora when she sees her at noon.
B) She should tell Dora’s brother about the reception.
C) She must call on Dora after the reception.

D) She must see Dora’s brother at lunch.

Section B (&8 14,3 104)

Directions: In this section , you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage
you will hear some questions. Both the passages and the questions will be
spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best
answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the
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center.

Passage One

Questions 11 to 14 are based on the passage you have just heard.

11.

12.

13.

14.

A) A child should treat his friends kindly.

B) A child should know how to make friends.

C) A child should learn from others any time.

D) A child should do well in his studies at school.

A) Parents should help their children find friends directly.

B) Parents should know their children’s friends well.

C) Making friends can help children build up their confidence.

D) Parents should pay most of their attention to their children’s social skills.
A) Children who lack friends surely have no confidence.

B) Children learn social skills mostly from their teachers.

C) Most children don’t know how to make or keep friends.

D) The compliments from parents can encourage children to make friends.
A) Teach kids to reach out.

B) Teach kids to keep quality friendships.

C) Invite kids to come over to play at home.

D) Teach kids social skills by giving advice.

Passage Two

Questions 15 to 17 are based on the passage you have just heard.

15.

16.

17.

A) Because the old house was far away from his campus.

B) Because there were more people in his family than before.
C) Because the old house was in a very poor condition.

D) Because he wanted to sell his old house for money.

A) She was a very careless woman.

B) She foresaw the trouble he might meet.

C) She forgot to tell him the new address.

D) She sent their daughter to meet him.

A) The note in his pocket.

B) The locked door and windows without curtains.

C) The breakfast conversation he and his wife had in the morning.
D) The young girl who approached him later.

Passage Three

Questions 18 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.

18.

A) Tt is a daily show.
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B) It is an adults’ show.
C) It is a popular show.
D) It aims to encourage people to read to their children.
19. A) Because they are too busy with work.
B) Because they don’t think it necessary to do so.
C) Because they are distracted by household things.
D) Because they like to play computer games in their free time.
20. A) Adults and uncles. B) Grandparents.
C) Children’s caretakers. D) Children’s sisters and brothers.

Section C (3£ 10 4>,21—27 §8 0.54>,28—29 5 2 4,30 8 2.5 43)

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is
read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea.
When the passage is read for the second time. you are required to fill in
the blanks numbered from 21 to 27 with the exact words you have just
heard . For blanks numbered from 28 to 30 you are required to fill in the
missing information . For these blanks. you can either use the exact words
you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words.
Finally . when the passage is read for the third time. you should check
what you have written .
It’s time to (21) your kid. You gave them everything. Now you wish
you hadn’t? Well. it’s not too late to teach them the (22) of money.

Fourteen-year-old Dalyn Fountain has all the trappings of today’s teens: her own

cellphone. an 1Pod. a new (23) » and cable television in her bedroom. But
with the country in a recession, Dalyn’s parent feel an (24) to change
Dalyn’s spendthrift ways — and. (25)  , their own as well. “It’s hard,” she

says. “It’s like we were shopping, shopping, shopping — then we just stopped.”

In a recent Money (26) . 54% of parents admitted that their kids have
too much stuff. Similarly, more than half said that because of the (27)
crisis, they would spend less on their kids for years to come. *Parents are seeing the
shortcomings of giving children everything they want,” says Nathan Dungan,
financial coach. Getting kids, especially teens, to accept a new — less indulgent
reality can be a challenge. The following strategies can help you face it.

(28)

The first step to correcting such behaviors is identifying them. Be honest with

yourself about whether — and how — you've been spoiling your child: Do you

o 4 .



frequently give in to your kid’s pleas for cash or stuff? Do you hand out your credit
card freely? (29) o -
Make sure you're on the same page with your spouse. After losing her job. Elona

told her daughter, Brynna. now 17. that she could no longer use Mom’s credit cards.
So Brynna went to her step-father. “And she gets whatever she wants from him,”
says Elona. If this continues. Brynna will never learn the consequences of not saving.

Since you're changing the rules. it’s critical to talk with your children about how

life will be different going forward. (30)

— which they won’t learn if you continue with the status quo

(AU .

Part I Reading Comprehension (25%)

Section A (& 0.549,4 5 4)

Directions: In this section ., there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to
select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank
following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making
your choices. Each choice in the blank is identified by a letter. Please
mark the corresponding letter for each item. You may not use any of the
words in the blank more than once.

Questions 31 to 40 are based on the following passage.

It is important that we share a common definition of “creativity”. [ have gone to
many creativity — focused meetings where no one ever 31 the topic. For
example, one person sees creativity as the activity of simply 32  up with new
ideas; therefore, the more ideas, the more creativity. In 33 , another individual
may view creativity as the result of a wild imagination. In this case, the 34 the
ideas, the more creative they are. And yet someone else may think of creativity in a
more practical manner, and define a creative idea as one that has actual use. In my
mind, a 35 thought is one that is useful. It relates to one’s abilities of 36

To whom should the creative ideas be useful? In the workplace. your ideas should
be useful to your organization. Sometimes the idea leads to 37 use. More often,

the idea won’t be useful until days. weeks. months. or years after the 38
breakthrough thought is put forward. And, in most cases, to achieve its use, the idea
requires many more ideas from many 39 . An idea that isn’t practiced 40 , by

.5¢
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my definition, cannot be a creative idea. Creativity ought to be active at every level

in an organization.

A) creative 1) defines

B) original J) contrast

C) initial K) opposition
D) instant L) imagination
E) immediate M) coming

F) odder N) catching
G) individuals O) obviously
H) humans

Section B (i 2 43,20 43)

Directions: There are 2 passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some
questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice
and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line
through the center.

Passage One

Questions 41 — 45 are based on the following passage.

Dear Sir,

I was surprised to read your recent editorial on the question of student’s part-time
jobs. You appear to be making a lot of generalizations on the basis of just one
unfortunate incident (I assure you that not all young people who deliver newspapers
are as foolish and dishonest as the two youths _mentioned in your article) .

The first point I would like to make is that there are many jobs teenagers can do
which give them useful experience of the working world. They are brought into
contact with a variety of people, often older. and are given experience of expressing
themselves clearly and coherently. I am thinking here of jobs such as travel guides
and shop assistants.

Another argument for schoolchildren and college students having holiday or
weekend jobs is that many parents need the financial assistance. If we take, for
example, a family in which the father is unemployed or a single-parent family on a
low income, it seems logical and fair that a son or daughter should try to bring money

into the household.
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One further thing I want to say is that a lot of jobs for the young can be fun for
the people who do them and also useful to the community. Youngsters who help in
schools, hospitals and with the elderly often derive a great deal of pleasure and
satisfaction as well as contributing something valuable to local society.

In conclusion, I would add that when I was a girl, my teenage years were a time
for books, hobbies and academic studies. Thinking back. I feel I would have learnt
much more about myself, other people and life in general — if my father had allowed
me to do a limited amount of real work. Certainly when she is old enough, I shall
encourage my own daughter to do so, rather than waste her time with soap operas,
computer games and discotheques CGitli i} #E/T) . like so many people today.

Yours faithfully,
Margaret Williams
41. What does the editorial say about student’s part-time jobs, according to this
letter?

A) It’s a waste of time for students to take part-time jobs.

B) Most young people who deliver newspapers are foolish and dishonest.

C) The unfortunate incident assures people of the necessity of part-time jobs.

D) Generalizations should be made as to whether part-time jobs are dangerous.
42. According to the letter, students will gain useful experience of the real world by

working as a(n)

A) editor B) tour guide C) nurse D) teacher
43. Which of the following is one of the reasons why youngsters choose to have part-

time jobs?

A) They take the jobs to help support the family.

B) They have no other ways to kill their free time.

C) They want to prove themselves to be a useful generation.

D) They get some experience so as to be admitted by colleges.

44. Part-time jobs can bring students a sense of

A) justice B) timing

C) accomplishment D) relief
45. What is Margaret’s attitude toward students’ having holiday or weekend jobs?

A) Objective. B) Neutral. C) Critical. D) Approving.
Passage Two
Questions 46 — 50 are based on the following passage.

Learning how to write is like taking a course in public speaking. I'd ask whether

anyone in class had ever taken such a course. Invariably a few hands would go up.

- 7 .
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“What did you learn in that course?” I'd ask.

“Well, the main thing was learning how to face an audience: not to be inhibited —
not to be nervous.”

Exactly, when you take a course in public speaking nowadays. you don’t hear
much about grammar and vocabulary. Instead. you're taught how not to be afraid or
embarrassed, how to speak without a prepared script, how to read out to the live
audience before you. Public speaking is a matter of overcoming your long-standing
nervous inhibitions.

The same is true of writing. The point of the whole thing is to overcome your
nervous inhibitions. to break through the invisible barrier that separates you from the
person who'll read what you wrote. You must learn to sit in front of your typewriter
or dictating machine and read out to the person at the other end of the line.

Of course, in public speaking. with the audience right in front of you. the
problem is easier. You can look at them and talk to them directly. In writing, you're
alone. It needs an effort of your experience or imagination to take hold of that other
person and talk to him or her. But that effort is necessary — or at least it’s necessary
until you've reached the point when you quite naturally and unconsciously “talk on
paper”.

46. The topic of the passage is

A) how to be a good writer

B) how to be a good speaker

C) how to express yourself with your words

D) how to get rid of nervousness in public speaking
47. The public speech course mainly teaches students

A) how to make an attractive speech using perfect grammar and vocabulary

B) how to express themselves exactly and vividly

C) how to collect data needed and organize it

D) how to get over their nervousness when making a speech
48. The similarity between making a public speech and writing is that

A) you have to do a lot of preparation work beforehand

B) you should get over your nervous inhibitions

C) you should know grammar and vocabulary well to accomplish them

D) both of them have audience

49. In the opinion of the author, public speaking is much easier than writing because

A) public speaking requires less effort than writing

!X.



50.

B) it’s unnecessary for you to write a lot for speech and you can say anything as
you like

C) you face the audience directly in public speaking while writing is otherwise

D) in public speaking. the audience have to listen to you whether they like it or not

The author of this passage probably is a I

A) boss B) politician C) writer D) professor

Part III Vocabulary and Structure (15%) (&8 1 4,

15 43)

Directions: There are 15 incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence there are

52

03.

54.

95.

56.

Sy

58.

59.

four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the answer that best
completes the sentence. Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer

Sheet with a single line through the center.

. It is our desire to help church goers take the step from just attending

Church to becoming faithful and active partners.

A) primitive B) original C) initial D) intimate
There you can find the instructions for ~ the SIM card inside your phone’s
back cover.
A) inserting B) asserting C) deserting D) exerting
“Is he bothering you?” “Not ”
A) at least B) in the less C) in least D) in the least
» he regarded his move as the best thing he’d ever done.
A) In retrospect  B) In respect C) In prospect D) In suspect
Tom Hanks says Pixar is “Toy Story 4”.
A) working into  B) working on C) working up D) working off
If you want to ~ a new site, choosing the right key words are most
important factor.
A) promote B) construct C) design D) purchase
conflict among city-states caused the eventual decline of Greek
civilization.
A) Continuous B) Continual C) Constant D) Contrary
With the of the children, everyone was told the news.
A) respect B) exception C) accept D) except
we feel like celebrating and have a party.

s 9
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A) By chance B) In case
C) On one occasion D) On occasion
60. I was informed that there is still some discussion at the top management level
about this special order. I will update you
A) in due course B) in the due course
C) of course D) in consequence
61. The Greek soldiers became tired of fighting and began to quarrel among

A) them B) themselves
C) each other D) one another
62. This child is a born mathematician. He loves mathematics he will spend

a whole day solving mathematical problems without remembering to have meals.

A) and so B) to the extent that
C) so much so that D) so much that
63. If ever again happens an accident like this, we will have only ourselves
to blame.
A) it B) so C) there D) that

64. Exceptional children are different in some significant way from others of the
same age. For these children _ to their full adult potential, their
education must be adapted to those differences.

A) to develop B) to be developed
C) developing D) will develop
65. Some women a good salary in a job instead of staying home, but they

decided not to work for the sake of the family.
A) must make B) should have made

C) would make D) could have made

Part IV Cloze (10%) (& 0.5 4, 10 43)

Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D) on the right side of the paper. You
should choose the ONE that best fits into the passage. Then mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the
center .

My sister and I grew up in a little village in England. Our father was a struggling
~ 66, but I always knew he was 67 . He never criticized us, but used 68 to

ITO.



bring out our best. He'd say. “If you pour water on flowers. they flourish. If you
don't give them water, they dic.” I 69  as a child I said something 70  about
somebody. and my father said, * 71 time you say something unpleasant about
somebody else. it’s a reflection of you.” He explained that if I looked for the best

72 people. | would get the best 73 . From then on I've always tried to 74

the principle in my life and later in running my company.

Dad’s also always been very 75 . At 15, I started a magazine. It was 76 a
great deal of my time. and the headmaster of my school gave me a 77 . stay in
school or leave to work on my magazine.

[ decided to leave. and Dad tried to sway me from my decision. 78 any good
father would. When he realized | had made up my mind, he said. “Richard. when [
was 23, my dad 79 me to go into law. And I've 80  regretted it. I wanted to be

a biologist, 81  Ididn’t pursue my 82 . You know what you want. Go fulfill it.”
As 83 turned out, my little publication went on to become Student, a
national 84  for young people in the U. K. My wife and I have two children. and

I'd like to think we are bringing them up in the same way Dad 85 me.

66. A) biologist B) manager C) lawyer D) gardener
67. A) strict B) honest C) special D) learned
68. A) praise B) courage C) power D) warmth
69. A) think B) imagine C) remember D) guess

70. A) unneccessary B) unkind C) unimportant D) unusual
71. A) Another B) Some C) Any D) Other

72. A) on B) in C) at D) about

73. A) in case B) by turns C) by chance D) in return
74. A) revise B) set C) review D) follow

75. A) understanding B) experienced C) serious D) demanding
76. A) taking up B) making up C) picking up D) keeping up
77. A) suggestion B) decision C) notice D) choice

78. A) and B) as C) even if D) as if

79. A) helped B) allowed C) persuaded D) suggested
80. A) always B) never C) seldom D) almost

81. A) rather B) but C) for D) therefore
82. A) promise B) task C) belief D) dream

83. A) this B) he ) it D) that

84. A) newspaper B) magazine C) program D) project

85. A) controlled B) comforted C) reminded D) raised
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