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1 Qualities of English Teachers

1.1 The Current State of Teacher
Education in China since 1980s

The foreign language teacher professional development has experienced three stages of pre-

work training, on-work training and post-work training since 1980s,

1.1.1 The Pre-work Training Stage

The pre-work training stage experienced the following four periods.

The experienced period began in 1980s. In this stage, most foreign language teachers came
from secondary schools, and most of them are old experienced teachers. The main teaching
material was English Teaching Methodology written by Li Tingxiang. This subject was only
taught two periods one week for a term; Teacher talk was in Chinese, not in English. During this
period, much emphasis was laid on the foreign language teaching experiences, supplemented by
some methodological knowledge. If any English teacher education majors could pass this course,
they would initially possess some indirectly experienced foreign language instruction knowledge.

The experimental period began in 1990s. The main teaching material was Practical English
Teaching Approach in the Secondary School written by Zhang Jianzhong from East China Normal
University. The emphasis was laid on such teaching activities based on the teaching experiments.

During teaching skills training period, the outstanding textbook for the English teacher
education majors was A Course in English Language Teaches written by Wang Qiang from Beijing
Normal University. It became popular at the beginning of the 21st century. Great changes have
taken place in the course of foreign language teaching methodology. The lesson types have been
changed from one lesson type to multi-lesson type. The English teaching methodology then
contains more than one course, such as foreign language teaching theory, foreign language
teaching skills and techniques, oral lesson presentation, analysis of the foreign language teaching
materials and the New English Curriculum Standard.

The characteristic of teaching research period is that the teacher qualification certificate

examination and teacher recruitment examination put into trial for the first time in Hubei Province



2 #iER A 5 # ¥ English Curriculum and Instruction Theory

and Zhejiang Province in 2011. To a great extent, these exam types have great effects on the
course system of foreign language teaching methodology in colleges or universities. It urges our
methodological teachers to take this into careful consideration and get some adjustment to the
course design at the new century so as to meet the developing needs that all kinds of undergraduate
students will have to take the teacher qualification certificate examination.

From the four periods shown above. the course design of foreign language teaching
methodology has been changed from singular course to multi-course, from individual teaching
behavior to popularly unified teaching behavior. It also urges us to take those teaching problems
into consideration on the foreign language teaching activities from the perspective of pedagogy.

psychology. linguistics and teaching methodology.

1.1.2 The On-Work Training Stage

At this stage, new teachers’ on-work training belongs to a transition period from pre-work to
post-work. Firstly, those university graduates have to take all kinds of provincial or national level
teacher qualification certificate examinations. They can’t gain teacher qualification certificates until
they have passed this kind of examination. Secondly, the university graduates still have to take
state level teacher recruitment written and oral examinations. Finally, they are required to give
trial teaching, or oral presentation and impromptu speech. Even if new teachers are recruited,
they have take part in corresponding level of probation evaluation activities before they become

formal teachers, such as teaching evaluation, research evaluation. etc.

1.1.3 The Post-work Training Stage

The post-work training stage also goes through several periods.

The teacher in-service training period from 1970s to 1980s focused on the single-teaching
typed teacher training. Most teachers were substitute teachers who just graduated from high
schools or the teachers who majored in Russian. The training content was mainly selected from the
textbooks of the secondary schools. They were trained what they would teach. Teaching method
was bookishness with textbook for theme. The trained teachers put their main energy on
understanding pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary in the text, without caring about the
teaching design and the teaching methods of the text.

The teacher training development period from 1980s to 1990s aimed at the degree
compensation education, because the Ministry of Education stipulated that the teachers in primary
school had to gain associate degree or above and the teachers in secondary schools had to gain
undergraduate degree. The degree compensation education is in the form of diversification,

including correspondence, radio and TV university distance education, self-study examination,
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etc. The teaching content is mainly related to college and undergraduate compulsory courses.

The third is the further education period with lectures as main topics. During this period,
mainly in the late 20th century, each teacher planning for further promotion in rank was required
to complete the prescribed continuing education credits. Training is focused on face-to-face
lectures, supplemented with self-reflection and problem discussion after school. In their spare
time, the teachers are required to study the relevant courses, explore new ideas, and study
relevant educational theories and teaching methods, aiming at improving the teacher’s quality.

The fourth is the backbone education research training period. In this period, the individual
English teachers are free to select courses through the network platform with the menu at the
beginning of 21st century. During this period, the teachers can choose the course and class in-
service that they need. In order to solve some teaching problems. they need to study 24 to 90
periods of lessons in the training class.

According to the stages shown above, the teacher’s pre-work, on-work and post-work
training activities have experienced a developing stage from the knowledge education to the
teaching experience and from the teaching experience to the teaching research. Most trained
teachers changed from English knowledge learning, degree compensation learning to lecture study
and research study. The teaching concept, the teaching mode and the teaching method have also
got many changes. Single-lesson typed English teaching skills or teaching methods can not meet
the developing needs of the current basic education in the English teacher training. Thus it is
necessary for us to seek some new ideas, new approaches and new methods to fit the English

teacher training at the 21st century.

1.2 Problems of English Teaching and Research
Qualities in Primary and Secondary Schools

1.2.1 Problems of the Language Teaching Qualities

All the problems of the language teaching quality can be shown as follows.

Firstly, teachers speak English with strong dialect accent in class, and they can’t organize the
classroom teaching activities well in English; even in Chinese, some English teachers can’t speak
smoothly and normally. Secondly, Teachers can neither use professional language smoothly nor
explain clearly and vividly, which is difficult for students to understand. Thirdly, some teachers
use too many modal particles such as “OK”, “yes”, “well”, “you see” and so on in the teaching,
which have seriously affected the coherence of the language communication. What is more, too
slow speech, too many pauses and too frequent language repetitions make the students tired of

learning English. Fourthly, such non-standard teaching behavior makes students more



