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PREFACE

Lin Shuangshuang Deputy Mayor of Kunming

The rich central Yunnan Plateau has nurtured various ethnic peoples.
who have created ethnic folk art, a splendid cultural heritage of this
beautiful Red Earth. This richly endowed Red—-Earth Plateau is demonstrating
the civilization of a new era. The longing for a bright future inspires
people's imagination and creativeness. They have painted pictures of
mountains, rivers. people and their lives with a unique style of folk art.

LOVE OF THE RED EARTH is a collection of Kunming modern folk
paintings created by farmers., workers and school teachers of various ethnic
groups. Deeply rooted in the fertile soil of ethnic cultures and folk art, these
amateur artists depict their homeland, their fellow villagers and their
multi—colored folkways with their hearts and their brushes. What they
have portrayed are their dreams and the realities; what they have pursued
are the truthfulness. righteousness and beauty; what they have extolled are
the rich inner world of the local people. Through the colorful pictures with
strong local flavor, we can feel the painters' untiring pursuit of art and
share their love for life, for the people and their homeland. In our collective
efforts to raise the living standard of the local people, it is these unsophisticated
folk artists who are also trying to beautify the country life and enrich
people's inner world with their diligence and wisdom. This album of LOVE
OF THE RED EARTH is the culmination of their years' of efforts.

The selected pictures are also the result of constant attention, support
and help from the leaders at all levels and the tutors from art organizations
and cultural centers. In the past 20 years. generations of tutors and artists,
with their enthusiasm, diligence and intelligence, have cultivated the "seeds"
of folk painting of the Red-Earth Plateau. Now, these "seeds" have bloomed
beautiful "flowers of art." which are graﬂif ying achievements in our construction
of high cultural level civilization.

This album is a collection of Kunming modern folk paintings from the
early 80s, among which many prize winners of national, provincial and
municipal level art shows have been included. The 151 selected works carry
with them unsophisticated beauty, true love, and moving affections. They
are flowers of the mountains, poetry of the fields and songs of time of peace
and prosperity ——— a lavish gift presented to the people and the motherland.

June, 1999
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