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Foreword

On March 20, 2003, I was much impressed to read “An Introduction to the Development of World Gardening—
Hlustration of the History of World Gardening: toward Nature”, written and presented by Zhang Zu-gang, the former vice
president and secretary-general of Architectural Society of China, and the chief editor of Architectural Journal.

Now, I am delighted to hear that his second edition of “Illustration of World Gardening History” will be published
and feel honored to write a foreword and inscription at his request. His works are informative and inspiring.

Professor Zhang illuminates the world gardening history of thousands of years, in brief and understandable
language, with a selection of illustrations and historical references from his large collection. Most important of all, Mr.
Zhang has investigated most of the projects listed in the book, and collected first-hand information, which contribute to
the completion of the book. His endeavor is worth our admiration.

To share my views on the development of world gardening with Mr. Zhang and readers, I would like to take this
opportunity to present here some points argued in my paper, “Landscape Planning Aesthetics and Education in China”,
published in 1986.

The Distinctively Different Garden Modes between East and West
It is significant to make a brief comparison of the distinctively different garden aesthetics between East and West,
so as to promote the Chinese achievement in the interpretation of natural beauty in early historical period, and provide
guiding principles for modern environment planners and designers.

European Shaped & Geometric Garden

European garden is the extension of the main building, referred to as outdoor green building.

Main scene

the statues of God and Goddess, the representative of the Emperor and Empress

Subordinating scene

geometric pool, ditch, geometric fountain, waterfall; Art works made of plants such as green
tree statue, door, wall, fence, trees in row, embroidery flower bed, a cluster of flower beds, and flower border
Aesthetic theme——“Man” is the dominator and the “purpose” of the universe. Nature is to be transformed

according to the orders, laws, arrangements and geometric modes developed in human mind.

Landscaping All the creations in the garden, artificial, man-made, geometric, and shaped scenes, exceed any

natural scenery, thus becoming the highlight of landscaping, elaborately carved and colorfully embellished.

Chinese Garden Featuring Natural Landscape

Chinese garden presents a vivid picture of outside environment integrating into the buildings.

Main scene mountain and water in nature

flowers, birds, breeze and the moon

Subordinating scene

Aesthetic theme Nature is the dominator and the purpose of the universe, while man is an element of nature.




Landscaping Natural charm and vitality of mountain and water exceed the beauty of artificial or man-made
scenery. A man-made garden, like a lovely lotus just bursting into bloom, is the artistic representation of nature, while
nature is in turn the great source of inspiration for garden designer.

China is the first country to design gardens based on the prototype of nature, with a gardening history of 3000 years.
Chinese enthusiasm for and understanding of nature as well as sense of natural beauty have integrated into Chinese
culture, in the aspect of philosophy, art, literature, painting and etc. Chinese traditional aesthetics of landscape/garden
planning and design, which represent and highlight natural beauty, has exerted a huge influence on the world.

The splendid landscape in China is the source of inspiration for ancient Chinese gardening art, which is enlightening
for the landscape planners worldwide.

Over the years, while studying the world gardening history, I have devoted myself to introducing modern Chinese
landscaping and gardening to the world. I'm very grateful for this opportunity, offered by Professor Zhang Zu-gang at the
publication of his work, to share my research and communicate ideas with all others.

I’'m expecting to see Professor Zhang’s work will provide precious reference for readers and inspire interest and
further research in the development of world gardening toward nature.

Sun Xiaoxiang
Oct.2, 2012 Beijing
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Preface

Ever since the 20" century, many books or university textbooks on gardens and garden history around the world
have been published first in Europe and later in North America and Asia. However, a lot of such books on this special
subject are focused on regional character, and some deal with the history of development without presenting an overall,
harmonious and explicit analysis and viewpoints. For this reason, I have been collecting materials and constructing
a framework to prepare for writing something in this regard. In line with the history and background of the social
developments, I have studied the characteristics of garden and garden construction by stages and in different periods
through selecting typical examples, and analyzed the horizontal relations between local areas, regions and continents.
Then, I have tried to explore the trend of development in garden construction in an attempt to address the environmental
and ecological issues existing in the new century by virtue of analyzing the vertical developments of gardens throughout

the different periods to identify the trend of development in this area. This is the first goal of the present book.

Another goal of the book is to write a book intended to be used as experimental textbook in the educational reform.
For the past decades, in collages and universities in China, many class hours are set for the courses of Chinese and
Western garden history. We believe that it is necessary for students to have some knowledge of the garden history of
China and foreign countries. But what we teach should be compact within fewer class hours; with improved teaching
quality, students should be able to understand the features of the various stages of world garden development and the trend
of future developments in a short period time though illustrating typical examples. The class hours may be spent on more
courses of architectural technology and social science. This is the effect to be achieved in our intended reform experiment

to increase useful knowledge and information, which is also the second goal of the book.

Garden construction and environment protection are closely related to the general public. Acquisition of such
knowledge requires demand and interest. If everyone concerns oneself with, and involves in, the course relating to
people’s living environment gradually, it is possible for the existing ecological environment to be improved rapidly. This
book is written mainly by giving illustrations to clarify my views to strive for clear main thread; it explains profound
ideas in plain terms to make the book suitable for people in other fields and the general public to read and to make it
possible for the book to play the role of popularizing the knowledge and make it accessible to the public at large as this
is conducive to garden construction through joint efforts and environment protection course. This is the third goal of the
book.

The forth goal is to promote the protection of gardens of historical value, in particular, the typical gardens in each
stage of the history as they are the typical works of turning period with extremely high historical and cultural value. But
some of them are not attached importance to. We are going to recommend them to the UNISCO with a view to putting

them in the List of World Cultural Heritage for enhanced protection.

Exploration of the history of world garden development is a great research project, requiring command of a lot of
data from which to select typical, insightful, representative examples. I would first express my gratitude to Mr. Cheng
Shifu. Mr. Cheng studied landscape architecture and city planning at Harvard University and Cornell University from

1929 to 1933. Upon graduation, he returned China and has been teaching as a professor at Zhejiang University and Jinling



University. He took the post of chief engineer for the central urban construction department after the establishment of
People’s Republic of China. Mr. Cheng rendered me great help when I was working on the book by providing me with
valuable materials and data, and shared with me his research opinions and analytic view of profound insight. Later, we
have come to realize that we should have a five-level concept (namely, the concept of space from garden, city, region,
continent and to the whole world), and look into the issue of garden construction from the perspective of the need of
global ecological environment. In the recent 20 years, Mr. Mo Bozhi from Guangdong and Ms. Huo Lina from Hong
Kang are concerned with, and supported, my work along the line. The two scholars constantly give me new books on
history of gardens published abroad. In this period of time, I have been to countries and regions, such as Egypt, the
Euphrates and the Tigris River basin, Greece, Japan, Italy, France, Spain, Russia and Canada, doing field research and
collecting useful data. Except the photographs and pictures or drawings with authors indicated on, all other works in the
work are my own. During my field work in these nations and regions, I received help from many experts and scholars, and
I have written about them in the relevant chapters and sections of the book. Last but by no means the least, I would like to
sincerely thank the leaders and editors of the china architecture and building press for their great‘support and help in the

process of writing the book.

For the huge research project, what I have done is just a beginning, presenting a framework and some basic views.
It is my hope that dedicated scholars will continue to do further in-depth study and exploration to constantly enrich
and improve my present work. This is the primary goal of this book. The first edition of the book entitled A General
Introduction to World Garden Developments: Illustration of History of Pro-Nature World Gardens published in 2003.

Zhang Zugang
September 2011, Beijing
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