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Wedding Traditions and Related
Music of the Huzhu Monguor

The traditions of Huzhu Monguor stand out as among the most
prominent of minority cultures and folk musics in China. This book
examines the wedding traditions and related music of this minority
through the techniques and theory of anthropology and modern ethno-
musicology. The analysis of the wedding ceremony and related music
reveals two stages of development in society, which seem to reflect the
influences of both matriarchal and patriarchal systems. Although
modern Huzhu Monguor practice Tibetan Buddhism, there are clear
traces of Mana and original shamanistic practices through traditions
such as the kidnapping of a bride. The Zhu Cha Ti structure of the
traditional Huzhu Monguor wedding songs is reminiscent of the mod-
ern rondo form, or Xun Huan Ti. It provides evidence for the exist-
ence of rondo form in Chinese minority folk songs. The defining char-
acteristic of the melody structure in the song “Bride’s Lament” is the
use of three principle notes within the framework of a pentatonic
scale. It shows the strong melodic influence of these original forms.

Another focus of this book is the relationship between the wed-
ding ceremony and its music, which has long puzzled many musicolo-
gists. The author explores the inner meaning of music in its cultural

context--that is, as an integrated part of the wedding ceremony. This
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include the details of the rituals expressed in this unique music, how
the rituals integrate with the music and lyrics throughout the wedding
celebration, and why both ritual and music are important in the socie-

ty of the Huzhu Monguor.
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