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Abstract

As a traffic junction of Southern Silk Road and Tea and Horse Cara-
van Trail, Jianchuan County is one of the area where the traditional cul-
ture of Bai people is best preserved. Due to the integration of multi —
culture including Ba — Shu Culture, Central Chinese Culture, Tibetan
Culture, South Asian Culture and Southeast Asian Culture, Jianchuan
Bai people enjoy developed material civilization and open humanism spir-
it. Jianchuan County is famous for its highest population proportion of
Bai people in China, and the culture of Jianchuan Bai people’s resi-
dence has a long history and can be traced back to Haimenkou Cultural
Site, which is the greatest lake — side village in China with Ganlan —
style buildings more than 5, 000 years ago. Till now, a big number of
ancient Bai residence have been preserved in Jianchuan County from
Ming, Qing Dynasties to Republic of China and Ximen Street Ancient
Architectures of Ming and Qing Dynasties in Jinhua Ancient Town is re-
garded as one of Chinese Key Cultural Relic Protection Units of the sixth
batch.

Diverse in layout arrangement and rich in three — dimensional struc-
ture, Jianchuan Bai people’s residence present the high - level develop-
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ment of the traditional architecture technology of Bai people. Further-
more , the Bai’ s residence has distinct characters and individuality at the
level of material, space and spirit. Especially, plenty of celebrities’ for-
mer houses are full of the most humanist color. As the result of unique
natural condition, environmental factors, cultural tradition and folk cus-
toms in the Bai area combined with the outstanding achievements of Cen-
tral Chinese architecture, Jianchuan Bai people’s residence represent
the openness and inclusion of Bai culture at one aspect. Influenced
deeply by booming commerce along Tea and Horse Caravan Trail, Jian-
chuan Bai people’ s residence reflect the local economical structure and
development , improves the inheritance and development of the Bai tradi-
tional techniques greatly. The layout arrangement and function of Jian-
chuan Bai people’ s Residence are accustomed to paternal family of
one — husband and one — wife system as well as reflecting strong ethics
consciousness of patriarchy family and traditional ancestral idea. In the
meantime, the well — preserved house — building customs are social ritu-
als as well as the important aspect of transferring architecture technology
and knowledge of the Bai residence, and the taboo concerning with
house — building concludes the spiritual conception, emotion and thought
of Bai people. Multi — religion conception are harmonious in Jianchuan
Bai people’ s residence, including nature worship, totem worship, an-
cestors worship, village lord worship, primitive religion, Buddhism and
Taoism. Jianchuan Bai people’ s residence attach importance to Feng-
shui ( geomantic omen) conception, practice the Confucian idea of
“Liyue”  (Rites and Music) and Delight, highlight the function for
blessing and exorcising, also reflect Bai people’ s social consciousness
and philosophical conception. Jianchuan Bai people’s residence reveal
the profound spiritual core and substance of Bai traditional culture, that
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is, poetic dwelling, suitable for survival, standardizing with ritual, rep-
resentation with symbols in order to achieve the harmony of dwelling, en-
vironment and the nature. Jianchuan Bai péople’ s residence are rich in
various architectural decoration techniques and the decoration art langua-
ges represent Bai aesthetics spirit of bright, grace and exquisite sense.
During the long term of cultural transition, Jianchuan Bai people’s resi-
dence had close association with Di — Qiang Culture and Central Chinese
Culture, also utilized the developed ethnic culture in the same cultural
circle, then developed the style of compatibility and affected the neigh-
boring ethnic residence greatly. Compared with other typical residences,
we can learn more characteristics of Jianchuan Bai people’ s residence.
On the background of globalization in nowadays, it is necessary to
safeguard , utilize and develop Jianchuan Bai people’s residence to real-
ize sustainable development of ethnic residence cultural heritage, which
is significant and positive for promoting ethnic cultural spirit as well as

maintaining ethnic cultural diversity.
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