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FORWARD

From Dreams to Olympic Glories

Dreams and aspirations soaked with arduous efforts
for 55 years by generations of Chinese people and athletes
have finally fruited in impressively shining Olympic glories.

The length of long-time seeking has turned many grey
and cooled down ambitions of some others. But consistent
and painstaking efforts by a lot more finally ushered in the
exciting moment, when the five-star red flags were raised and
China’s national anthem played, as a respectable and
unforgettable recognition worldwide of Chinese athletes and
their striving moral.

As any language or writing falls short of fully displaying
those emotional and exciting moments of victory, photography
stands the only effective means to pause the clicking timepiece
and record vivid images in a unique and true-to-the-fact
manner.

And that is the very initiative that urged us to publish An
Immortal Heritage -- China Sports Photos, as a real-to-life
record of those unforgettable and glorious moments as a new
page of history of the Olympic aspiration by the Chinese.

~ Any sports photographer has to be sensitive and sharp
for catching any unique instant in any event and fix it in a well

schemed conception through what is required so far as focus,

speed and techniques are concerned.

But the biggest challenge for sports photography is to

catch the inner world of what is happening and display it in a
varied sporting vigor. Some 300 photos collected in this album
are all top-caliber works by Chinese photographers and they
stand as a real demonstration of the country’s sports
photography as well as sporting glamour.

A formative art, photography features such key factors
as freshness, dynamics, power and aesthetics, and all these
are vividly reflected by the pictures in this album. “Spring Tide”
by Li Binbin, for example, records in a dynamic way the annual
Beijing Spring Festival Run, as a motivating human wave.

Dynamics is an encouraging and aspirating force of
sports and an all-around and multi-dimensional effect is what
is brought about such pictures as “Moving Music” by Li Jinhe
and “Sails across Waves” by Sun Wenzhi.

A good picture can talk and it is full of life and vigor, by
combining an athlete’s inner charm apd the attractive
appearance. It could be seen over world and Olympic
champion gymnast Li Ning’s high-flying routine on the
horizontal bar. Just listen, the picture talks there.

Chinese photographers have contributed a lot to the
modernization of the development of sports photography and

their works in this immortal collection are the best example of



what is required on the modern-time art - shock, harmony,

attraction and entertainment.

The far-reaching significance of this album also exists in
its value as an authoritative document and a visional
entertainment as well. The album embodies sports
development of China in the last 55 years in an all—round,
comprehensive and vigorously manner.

And such characteristics could be seen in the process -
high-ranking officials and leaders’ concern and earnest practice
on what they advocate, ever-advancing nationwide “Sports
for All” fitness program and fully implementation of the “Olympic
Honor” strategy.

Chinese leaders such as late senior leaders Mao Zedong
and Deng Xiaoping and former chairman of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party Jiang Zemin have
all heartily taken care of Chinese sports, including encouraging
the establishment of laws and regulations and implementation
of nationwide “Sports for All” fitness program and “Olympic
Honor” strategy. And by practicing physical activities
themselves, they personally encouraged people and athletes
of the country to do more and do it better.

The Olympic glories achieved by Chinese athletes are

soundly supported by figures: up to September of 2003,

Chinese athletes have won more than 1,200 world titles and
broken or surpassed world records for over 1,000 times.
The pictures collected here are all handy witness to
China’s rapid development since 1949, and they documented,
in an artistic way, steady approach in carrying out the country’s
Olympic Honor program and nationwide fitness program.
Limited by fairly short period of time thought, this grand
album consisting of seven sections is a vivid display of a
harmonious combination of sports and photography in China,
which also encourages people to a brand-new and

comprehensive rethought of sports and the art. And this is all

it is about.

oo

ﬁ-”
Rejing

QOO

We, at the editorial office, would like to express our heart-
felt thanks to all those who have contributed to the historic
album, and any comments would be highly appreciated with

gratitude. (End)
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China’s Earliest School Games (1890)

A scene of the men’s high jump competition in China’s earliest
school games held in 1890 by the St. John’s College in Shanghai, a
missionary school founded in 1879. This rare picture is believed to

be China’s earliest competitive sports image.
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Eye-opening Chinese Race Winner (1915)

A Chinese runner finishes first in the 880 yards race at the 2nd
Far East Games held in Shanghai. Chinese athlete amazes the field
to take the top position with the highest total scqres in the games

held in China for the first time.

China’s Former National Champion Pole Vaulter
(1927)

National pole vault record holder Xia Xiang leaps over the bar
at the 1927 East China Games in Shanghai. The photo records the
scene, with judges sitting on a bench atop a table while a helper

setting the bar on a ladder.
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9th Far East Games (1930)

China wins the men’s volleyball tournament title at the 9th Far
East Games in Tokyo in 1930. The photo shows a Chinese volleyball
player jumping for a smash over the net in a game against the

Philippines.
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Chinese Delegation at the 10th Olympic Games
(1932)

China sent a delegation to participate in the 10th Olympic
Games in Los Angeles, the United States, in July of 1932. The Photo
shows Chinese delegates marching into the main stadium, with Liu

Changchun carrying the national flags.



