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PREFACE

Text: Xie Zhiliu

How time flies! In the twinkling of an eye, it is
more than thirty years, since I was acquainted with
Comrade Sun Daguang in 1956. It is true enough
that “Time leaves people behind easily.” At that
time, both he and I were only about fifty years old.
Full of vigour, Comrade Sun Daguang was then

exercising leadership to the Ministry of Communication.

And now both of us are on the wrong side of seventy.

Comrade Sun Daguang has been engaged in
revolutionary work for several decades. He has been
working hard day and night, as we all know very
well. But, I have no clear idea of when he began to
love paintings and calligraphy. However, it was
paintings and calligraphy, “the matchman,” that
made my acquaintance of Comrade Sun Daguang.
He had a bright and cheerful disposition. From the
first glance we were like old friends. While talking
about paintings and calligraphy he talked tirelessly.
It was certain that he often squeezed a few moments
from his work to paint pictures and practise in
calligraphy and that he regarded paintings and
calligraphy as a way to mould his temperament and
to exercise self-control.

But every person has kinds of different interest.
Comrade Sun Daguang’s taking interest in painting,

calligraphy and art was naturally out of his disposition.

Thanks to this point, his interest was just the same
as mine. therefore, our friendly relationship has
become closer and closer with our increased contacts.
We always met at least once or twice in a year
except the fact that in the years of “the great ten-
year calamity” we did not come into any contact
with each other. Whenever we met, the greater

part of our talk was about paintings and calligraphy,
and often and often when we spoke of what was
touching most, we forgot the external things around
us.

As the saying from our forefathers goes, “Things
are gathered out of being liked and are often won
by the stronger one.” The collection of paintings and
calligraphy may be met by chance but can not be

hoped for. Furthermore, even if sometimes you have
the chance to meet such things, you will let slip
such a golden opportunity either because you are
not “the stronger one’ or because it does not suit
your interest. Comrade Sun Daguang possessed one
hundred and several decades of masterpieces of the
famous calligraphers and painters in the Ming and
the Qing Dynasties. This, indeed, seemed not to be
an easy job.

Comrade Sun Daguang was born in Shouxian
County, Anhui Province, in 1917. In this ancient
county town which is located in the lower-middle
reach of the Yangtse River, people of talent came
forth in large numbers. In history, Anhui Province
was not only the place of origin of the four treasures
of the study (writing brush, ink stick, ink slab and
paper) but also the birthplace of Xinan Artists’
School and Huangshan Artists’ School. It is
conceivable that Comrade Sun Daguang’s love of
paintings and calligraphy, on the one hand, was
out of his natural instincts, and on the other hand,
was inseparable from the conditions under which he
grew up. When he was sixteen years old, he joined
in the revolution. He fought north and south on
many fronts and experienced all kinds of hardships
and difficulties. True, under such conditions he had
no time to attend to paintings and calligraphy.
After liberation, the contents of cultural life in
China changed.Among his fellow officers and himself,
there was no lack of people who loved paintings
and calligraphy and became collectors and appreciators
of paintings and calligraphy. Comrade Sun Daguang
was one of the most distingushed of them.

Comrade Sun Daguang often stepped in the painting
shops of the glazed works to glance over paintings
and calligraphy. Seeing the superb collection of the
beautiful cultural relics, paintings and calligraphy,
he, like any other collector or appreciator, had his
own choice of and opinion on them. Judging from
Comrade Sun’s collections, we can see that so far
as the calligraphers and the painters and their




schools of art are concerned, they constitute a wide
range. They are as follows:

Wu Wei, Wang E, Zhang Pingshan and so on
who belonged to the so-called “Orthodox Art Academy-
style School” in the Ming Dynasty; Sheng Zhou,
Wen Zhengming and his son Wen Boren and his
brother’s son Wen Jia who claimed to be “the four
families” as well as Qian Gu belonging to the Wen
School; Zhou Yuechun who was Tang Ying’s teacher;
Lu Baoshan, Chen Baiyang, Xu Tianchi, Chen Laolian;
Xiang Shengmo whom Dong Qichang called “an
artist fighting a bloody battle with the artists in
the Song Dynasty;” Dong Qichang and his followers
Shen Shuchong and Zhao Zuo, who had a great
influence upon the arts in the Ming and the Qing
Dynasties; the founders of Xinan Art School, Chang
Sui and Mei Qing, who were sages in Comrade Sun’s
hometown; Lan Ying in Zhejiang Province who was
famed all over the areas north and south of the
Yangtse River and whose influence was even exerted
on Chen Hongshou who evidently did not like to
live and work in groups; Gong Xian, Wu Hong, Gao
Qin, Fan Qi and Zou Fanglu who claimed to be the
eight families in Nanjiang; Those who claimed to
be the “Orthodox Four Wangs” and Yun Nantian
in the early Qing; the three of the four monks-
painters, Shi Tao, Ba Da and Jia Jiang who were
all from the art schools outside the main trend
school; Yuan Jiang and Yuan Yao who were famed
for kingdom paintings and Xiao Chen who were
famed for figure paintings and who were all persons
of authority in the field in Yangzhou; and the eight
eccentrics in Yangzhou whose fame is widely spread
are all great masters converging here from all parts
of the country. In addition, there are still some vivid,
pretty and elegant mountains-and-waters paintings
and flower-and-bird paintings by Hua Xinluo and

some bold and vigorous strokes of left hand handwritings

by Gao Nanfu. And so on and so forth, they are
too numerous to mention one by one.
Viewing things at the angle of painting history,

we may say that the above mentioned painters and
calligraphers and their schools serve to show every
aspect of the main conditions of paintings and
calligraphy in the Ming and the Qing Dynasties.
Also we can see where Comrade Sun’s intention of
collecting all these works of arts lies.

The National Authentication Group of Ancient
Paintings and calligraphy saw his more than two
hundred collections in Anhui Provincial Museum in
May this year. Among the collections, in addition
to paintings and calligraphy, there are still inkstones,
ink stick, pottery and porcelain in the period of the
Warring States (475-221 B.C.), and in the Tang, the
Song, the Yuan, the Ming and the Qing Dynasties.
During “the Cultural Revolution,” these cultural
relics were for a time protected in the Palace Museum,
some of them were listed as grade A national
historical relics, put down in writing and numbered.
So there is no need for talking about their artistic
value.

Last year, Comrade Sun Daguang came to Shanghai

and paid a visit to my humble home. He said that he would

present his whole collection of paintings and calligraphy
to the state and that he was willing to dedicate
himself heart and soul to the cause of education of
Shouxian County. To my surprise, his wish was put
into action so fast. This has manifested his selfless

and lofty moral character as well as his great
enthumsiasm towards the development of the cause

of museum in China. In order to let more readers

have the opportunity of appreciating these systematic
masterpieces, the Cultural Fundation of the Ministry

of Geology and Minerals and Anhui Provincial

Museum have compiled these works of art into a
collection of paintings and calligraphy to commemorate
him. So I am ready to write the preface to it.

October, 1987
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