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The Foreword

In the Coordinate Plane of
Children’s Literature

Whatever segments or graphics we draw in the coordinate plane to depict
the history of children’ s literature in the past century, Yang Hongying is
bound to be a point that best demonstrates its historical process and that nat-
urally can not be bypassed. Such a high estimation is based on the leading ar-
tistic peak she has reached and her undeniably great and far-reaching influence
over millions of readers.

In her 30 years of children’s literary career, Yang Hongying has been a
writer capable of shuttling with skill and ease between fairy tales and novels
and a writer to give extraordinary contribution to both literary forms. Packed
with imagination and wisdom, her fantasies have effectively expanded the ex-
pressiveness of fair tales in terms of her colorful and varied descriptions,
beautiful and expressive words, humorous and smart language, unique artis-
tic personality and profound Chinese characteristics. Her novels are varied in
style and with poetic, elegant and humorous language, she writes from chil-
dren’s perspective, aiming at faithfully reflecting the real life and thoughts of
Chinese children today. In her novels, she expresses her concern and care of
children’s growing up in body and in soul. Not only has she enhanced the ar-
tistic quality of children’s humorous novel, she also integrates into it her care
for nurturing children’ s innocence, her protection for childhood and her
understanding of freedom and happiness. She believes that in the present util-

ity-orientated educational environment, children should learn to respond



positively to school, parental and social pressure, set their hearts free and
therefore have health and sound mind. The flowing, fresh and natural lan-
guage, written simply but far from shallowness, contains serious and wise re-
flections on life and conveys rich and profound philosophical thoughts. Soit’s
no wonder that the translator of the French version of her Mo’ s Mischief
(known in Chinese as “Naughty Boy Ma Xiaotiao” ), a French sinologist and
a former elementary schoolteacher, laughed himself into convulsions in the
subway at Mo’s stories and that the translator of the German version of her
Laughing Cat Diary, a Germany sinologist who studies Chinese culture, sin-
cerely praised the inspiring literary and philosophical significance of the book.

Yang Hongying seems to be born with the ability to communicate with
children. And diligent learning helps her talent to develop infinitely.-She has
an extensive reading of the classics of children’s education and children’s
psychology. She always walks into children’s world and shares their happi-
ness and sadness. Her eyes, her mind and her writings are always on children.
Her world builds on children. What’s more, she was brought up and nurtured
by literary works. Therefore she is extraordinarily sensitive to art and has so-
und and solid writing skills. Familiar with children’s psychology, she knows
what they are thinking of, what they want to say and what they long for. So
her concise and subtle language always accurately and vividly captures real
and natural childlike innocence, and eventually touches the children’s soul.
Yang has never been crowned as child educator or child psychologist, but the
kids recognize her as the teacher who can read their hearts. The literary world
Yang has carefully built not only belongs to her, also belongs to all the child-
ren.

It should be noticed that the purity and freshness of Yang Hongying’s lan-
guage is on one hand attributed to her quiet mind and graceful disposition; on
the other hand, it is based on her understanding of children’s literature. She
believes that simple language should be used in children’s literary works and

she is seeking for the style that most touching and acceptable for children. Just



as the saying goes, a good writer ponders deeply over each word of his writ-
ing. Yang’s writings are faithful to her heart. Integrated with her own life ex-
perience and in vivid and succinct language, Yang’s writings wisely express
her understanding of friendship, happiness, love, family, education, re-
sponsibility and life, which are important for children’s growth. So it’s obvi-
ous that Yang is a writer imbued with social ideal, individual and social re-
sponsibility. As a writer who truly understands children, truly pay close atten-
tion to and guide children’s spiritual growth, she definitely wins children’s
love.

According to an authoritative best-selling list of the industry launched by
Beijing OpenBook Information Technology Co., Itd, Yang Hongying has
been the best-selling writer of children’s literature in China since 2004 and
has changed the pattern of children’s literature market in China, which has
long been occupied by western works. Besides, she is also the champion of
allover sales of domestic children’s writers’ works in the first decade of the
21" century. Up to June 2012, total sale of her books has exceeded 50 million
volumes. Mo’ s Mischief series and Laughing Cat Diary are best-selling brand
books and has long occupied top of best-selling list of children’s book. Hence
Yang has been repeatedly named the most valuable writer of the year in Chin-
ese market. Known as “China’s J.K. Rowling” , she is a veritable “queen of
children’ s books in China” and “the top best-selling writer of children’ s
books in China”. The high book sales indicates a large number of audience,
which is neither acquired by the writer’s boastful talks, nor by administrative
orders, reading promotion or experts recommendation, but by spontaneous
and independent choices of millions of children who do not read book review
ads and can not manipulate discourse power. In other words, Yang was found
by the numerous children who are loyal to their inner feelings.

In 2006, Yang’s Mo’s Mischief was published in France, a country that
advocates humor; in 2007 Frankfurt Book Fair, German Egmont Group

purchased the Germany copyright of Yang’s long fairy tale series Laughing



Cat Diary; in 2007 and 2008, British HarperCollins Group, the publisher of
classic works such as The Lord of the Rings, acquired the multilingual copy-
rights of Yang’s works, like Mo’s Mischief and Laughing Cat Diary. This
was the first time that HarperCollins ever bought two series of works of the
same writer. According to HarperCollins, “The humorous and smart lan-
guage, written simply, makes her books a window to know China. In Eng-
lish-speaking countries, children read Yang’s works and learn something ab-
out life of contemporary Chinese children from those stories embodying char-
acteristics of times. " Up to 2010, it has sold 100, 000 copies of six books from
the Mo’ s Mischief series in English, targeting countries like the United States
and Britain. In September 2011, the copyright of Picture Books of Yang Hon-
gying series was exported to Taiwan area, Korea, Thailand, Britain, Spain
and etc. “We find that Yang has become a real international children’s litera-
ture writer.” said Brian Murray, CEO of HarperCollins1. Indeed, Yang’s
works has become an effective medium for oversea readers to understand con-
temporary China, Chinese culture and Chinese children.

In Toronto, Canada, a girl just graduated from her seventh grade has al-
most finished reading all Yang’s campus novels. In a letter she wrote to Yang,
she said: “I have read a hundred times your books that I own and each time I
have different findings and feelings. Your books and the Harry Potter series
of my mother are the only Chinese book I have. All the other books are in Eng-
lish. Of all the books I have, yours reflect the reality of life most and are the
most attractive.” Another Canadian Chinese girl even read one book of
Yang’s Mo’s Mischief series, the Super Mayor, as much as fifty times. A
middle school student in China also sent Yang an affectionate and touching let-
ter, in which he wrote: “I have grown up with your books. And I believe, in
future, your books will still accompany me like an old friend. When I read
your fairy tales, it seems that I once again hear my heart beating like a child.
Your books help me find myself back and find my childlike innocence back.

That is why I will always support you. Your books are like bosom friends, in



which I can feel the long-lost warmth. You really understand children. I think
you are a good friend in all children’s heart. You see our children’s world not
from a condescending adult’s point of view, but stand in our shoes and see
from our perspectives. That’s why you understand our joys and sorrows so
well. Aunt Yang, I will always be your loyal fan. Thank you for making us
feel the real childhood, childlike innocence and children’s fun. I will treasure
your books and when I have a kid, I will hand the books to him.”

There are already many vivid examples and there will be more to let the
world know: where there are Chinese there always will be Ma Xiaotiao,
laughing cat and Yang Hongying! One day, when the kids recollect their chil-
dhood memories, they will find that Yang’s elaborately created literary char-
acters such as the Piglet Benben, Ran Dongyang, Ma Xiaotiao and Laughing
Cat have accompanied them while they grew up. More and more parents and
teachers, after carefully reading Yang’s works, sincerely feel that Yang truly
understand children and her words have waken up their long-sleeping child-
like innocence, renewed their ideas of education, and taught them the right
methods of communicating with children; and they realize that outstanding
children’s literary works not only fascinate children, but also conquer the

hearts of adults. It turns out children’s literature loaded with a nation’s child-

hood memories is the precious spiritual wealth to all mankind.
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