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The Fox and the Goat

A fox had fallen into a well, and had been casting about for a long time how he
should get out again, when at length a goat came to the place, and wanting to drink,
asked Reynard whether the water was good, and of there was plenty of it. The fox, dis-
sembling the real danger of his case, replied : “come down, my friend, the water is so
good that I can not drink enough of it, and so aboundant that it can not be exhausted. ”
Upon this the goat without any more ado leaped in, when the fox, taking advantage of

his friend’s horns, as nimbly leaped out, and coolly remarked to the poor deluded goat
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“if you had half as much brains as you have beard, you would have looked before you

leaped. ”
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The Lion and the Mouse

Once when a Lion was asleep a little Mouse began running up and down upon him;
this soon wakened the Lion, who placed his huge paw upon him, and opened his big
jaws to swallow him. “Pardon, O King,”cried the little Mouse: “forgive me this time, I
shall never forget it; who knows but what I may be able to do you a turn some of these
days?” The Lion was so tickled at the idea of the Mouse being able to help him, that he
lifted up his paw and let him go. Some time after the Lion was caught in a trap, and the
hunters who desired to carry him alive to the King, tied him to a tree while they went in
search of a waggon to carry him on. Just then the little Mouse happened to pass by, and
seeing the sad plight in which the Lion was, went up to him and soon gnawed away the
ropes that bound the King of the Beasts. “Was I not right?” said the little Mouse.

Little friends may prove great friends.
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The Divine Comedy

Dante Alighieri

Inferno Chapter 11

“Slow it behoveth our descent to be,

So that the sense be first a little used

To the sad blast, and then we shall not heed it. ”

The Master thus; and unto him I said,

“Some compensation find, that the time pass not

Idly;” and he:“Thou seest I think of that.

My son, upon the inside of these rocks,”

Began he then to say, “are three small circles,



From grade to grade, like those which thou art leaving.

They all are full of spirits maledict;

But that hereafter sight alone suffice thee,

Hear how and wherefore they are in constraint.
Of every malice that wins hate in Heaven,

Injury is the end; and all such end

Either by force or fraud afflicteth others.

But because fraud is man’s peculiar vice,

More it displeases God; and so stand lowest

The fraudulent, and greater dole assails them.
All the first circle of the Violent is;

But since force may be used against three persons,
In three rounds ’tis divided and constructed.

To God, to ourselves, and to our neighbour can we
Use force; I say on them and on their things,

As thou shalt hear with reason manifest.

A death by violence, and painful wounds,

Are to our neighbour given; and in his substance
Ruin, and arson, and injurious levies;

Whence homicides, and he who smites unjustly,
Marauders, and freebooters, the first round
Tormenteth all in companies diverse.

Man may lay violent hands upon himself

And his own goods; and therefore in the second
Round must perforce without avail repent
Whoever of your world deprives himself,

Who games, and dissipates his property,

And weepeth there, where he should jocund be.
Violence can be done the Deity,

In heart denying and blaspheming Him,

And by disdaining Nature and her bounty.

And for this reason doth the smallest round

Seal with its signet Sodom and Cahors,

And who, disdaining God, speaks from the heart.
Fraud, wherewithal is every conscience stung,

A man may practise upon him who trusts,
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And him who doth no confidence imburse.
This latter mode, it would appear, dissevers
Only the bond of love which Nature makes;
Wherefore within the second circle nestle
Hypocrisy, flattery, and who deals in magic,
Falsification, theft, and simony,

Panders, and barrators, and the like filth.

By the other mode, forgotten is that love
Which Nature makes, and what is after added,
From which there is a special faith engendered.
Hence in the smallest circle, where the point is
Of the Universe, upon which Dis is seated,

Whoe’er betrays for ever is consumed. ”
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Men by Various Ways Arrive at the Same End

Michel « de * Montaigne

The most usual way of appeasing the indignation of such as we have any way offen-
ded, when we see them in possession of the power of revenge, and find that we abso-
lutely lie at their mercy, is by submission, to move them to commiseration and pity; and
yet bravery, constancy, and resolution, however quite contrary means, have sometimes
served to produce the same effect.

Edward, Prince of Wales [ Edward, the Black Prince. D. W. ] (the same who so
long governed our Guienne, a personage whose condition and fortune have in them a
great deal of the most notable and most considerable parts of grandeur), having been
highly incensed by the Limousins, and taking their city by assault, was not, either by
the cries of the people, or the prayers and tears of the women and children, abandoned
to slaughter and prostrate at his feet for mercy, to be stayed from prosecuting his re-
venge; till, penetrating further into the town, he at last took notice of three French gen-
tlemen,—[ These were Jean de Villemure, Hugh dela Roche, and Roger de Beaufort. —
Froissart, i. c. 289. {The city was Limoges. D. W. } |—who with incredible bravery a-

lone sustained the power of his victorious army. Then it was that consideration and re-



