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True or False. (H|¥i TFHFREHE LXHE . AFEHNRAT RR . AF
AEHRAFER . HEASZHEAN.)

Step One

(D

Reading newspapers has become an 1mportant part of our life. Many
people read them to begin their day. They learn what is gomg on. in the

world. Sometlmes they do not have time to read the news, so they j jUS t’akeb
1]
a quick ’1ook ut the f’ron{ page;g & '. G* L , 4

A here are newspapers for every re‘(ufer Tn blg cities there are. many

b

kmd} of newspapers. In smg,ll thé;ns thega;(e ffewer ‘1'1'{ some places 5 people
can read newspapers onlylo‘rTce week.

< @2 1. For many peopls readlng newspapers is the first thing to do in the

morning. o
# )

T 2. Newspapers help people know what is happemng in the world.
( @ 3. Important news is usually on the front page g
( I ) 4. The Chinese meaning for “reader” is “3£#&"”.
(g) 5. There are more kinds of newspapers in small towns than in big
cities.
2)

Bob and Jim once worked in the same factory. One day, Bob 1er1‘t‘Jirrh

e

ten dollars, but then Jim left his work and went to work in another town
e

without giving back the money.: .
Bob didn’t see Jim for a year. And at that time he knew from another

friend that Jim was in anot‘her town and staying at a hotel. So he went there

to see him late in the evefiing. 9
——— *‘ '
When he got ;to Jim *? room 2 h saw hlS shées near the door “Well, he

»‘\u‘
——

must be in,” he th %u ht,-and knocked’ai ihe door. There was no answer.

He knocked again, jand said, “I know you are in, Jim. Your shoes are out
) —

v

here. ”

e« 3



“I’ve gone out in my bjoi}, " answered Jim.
(7> 1. Bob and Jim once worked in different factories.
{*(?2 2. One day Bob b\oggwgd ten dollars from Jim.
< ’ﬁ, 3. Jim didn’t give back the money to Bob and went to work in another

town later. o
: 2%

b e Y a s
) 4. It wds a year before Bob learned that Jim was in another town.
’/ e v
/‘YS. Jim was not in the room.

&)

Can we live without salt (£)? No, salt is very important to us. We
need salt in our food. Animals need it, too.

Most of the salt in our country comes from the sea. People dig great
pools and let in the sea water. When the sun dries up the water, people can
get salt from the ground. The salt is white, clean and beautiful. '

There are a lot of salt wells(#}) in Sichuan. A salt well is much like a
water well. People bring the well water up to the ground and then dry it in
big pans(#8) over fire. In this way they get salt.

We can also get salt from salt mines (). Some years ago, people in
Jiangxi found a big salt mine and soon opened it. People there need no salt
from other places now.

In the north of our country, there are many salt lakes. Some of these
lakes are very big. The salt in big lakes can even meet the needs of our
people for many years.

( ) 1. We can’t live without salt.
) 2. We get most of the salt from the sea water.

(

() 3. People in Sichuan get salt from salt mines.

() 4. People in Jiangxi need no salt in their food now.
(

) 5. There are some big salt lakes in our country.

@

An Englishman arrived at a small French town and was staying there
with his wife. One night he went out for a walk alone. It was late and the
small street was dark and lonely. Suddenly a Frenchman quickly walked past
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him. Just then the Englishman found that his watch was lost. He thought
that the Frenchman must have taken his watch. He decided to follow him
and catch him. .

Soon the Englishman found the Frenchman. He put his fist (2233k) in
front of the Frenchman’s face, pointed to his watch and shouted at him.
They couldn’t understand each other’s language. So the Frenchman thought
that the Englishman wanted to have his own watch and gave up his watch to
him. The Englishman returned to his room and told his wife what had
happened. His wife pointed to the table. He was surprised to see his watch
on the table. Now he knew what he had done.

( ) 1. One night the Englishman was walking in the street with the
Frenchman.

() 2. He didn’t find his watch lost until a Frenchman passed him quickly.

() 3. They knew each other’s language.

( ) 4. The Frenchman gave up his watch to the Englishman because he
was afraid of him.

() 5. The Englishman felt sorry for what he had done.
)

The building of the Bastille, according to history, was started in the
year of 1370 under Charles V. By the seventeenth century, it was important
for defence. Later Cardinal (£I & 3 #{) Richelieu turned the Bastille into a
prison. It was not an ordinary prison te punish common crimes(5E47). The
prisoners there were only enemies of the French King.

Everything in the Bastille was secret. Prisoners were taken to it in
closed carriages. Soldiers on duty had to stand with their faces to the wall.
No talking was allowed. Worst of all, a prisoner never knew if he would be
there a day, a week, a year, or forever. Only the King’s letter could set him
free.

Over the years the number of the prisoners put into the Bastille by the
King’s letter became fewer. By the time of its fall, most of the prisoners

were writers who had written against the government. Voltaire, the famous

e« 5 e



French writer, spent a year there in 1726. The day it was stormed (JEI) ,
people found only seven prisoners inside. However, the Bastille was hated by
the people, because it was a symbol (B 1E) of the King’s complete power.
() 1. It took about two centuries for the Bastille to be completed.

) 2. Only those who were against the French kingdom were sent there.
) 3. Voltaire spent one year there, working as a writer.

) 4. No one but the King had the right to set the prisoners there free.

e B i B .

) 5. The Bastille was not an ordinary prison at all.
(6

Once there was no zero(F). To write the number sixty-three, people
wrote 6 3. To write six hundred and three, people wrote 6 3. The space
was there to mean “not any” tens. Sometimes people did not remember the
space. It was hard to see and to read.

Later people used a dot (/) to hold the space. Six hundred and three
looked like this 6. 3. But the dot was hard to see. So people put a circle
around it like this 6 () 3. Then people could see the dot. They remembered
the space.

At last, only the circle around the dot was used. It was like a zero.
This is one story of how the zero came to be used.

Now zero has many important uses. Zero tells how many. Can you tell
some other ways zero is used?

() 1. At first, zero was not used by people.

() 2. The space between 6 and 3 was easy to see and to read.

() 3. When people wrote eight-hundred and nine, they would put a circle
with a dot in it between 8 and 9.

() 4. Zero came from the circle around the dot.

() 5. Zero isn’t useful in our life.

D

John was a very famous pianist. When he was a small boy, he once
played at a party at the home of a rich man. He was only eight years old.
But he had played the piano for several years. At the party, he played a
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famous piece by Beethoven. He played wonderfully.

The famous piece has in it several very long rests. In each of these rests
he took his hands from the piano and ‘waited. To him this was very exciting.
But it seemed that the mother of the rich man thought differently. Finally,
dﬁring one of these rests she came over to him. She touched him on the head
with a smile and said, “My boy, why don’t you play us what you know
well?”

( ) 1. John once played the piano at a party when he was only a little
child.

( ) 2. John began to play the piano at the age of eight.

() 3. In each of the rests John took his hands from the piano because he
felt tired.

() 4. The rich man’s mother did not think John played the piece well.

() 5. In fact, the mother of the rich man knew the piece very well.
(8

Four friends were drinking in a village pub. Their jackets were hanging
on the backs of their chairs. Suddenly one of them, Jack, shouted that he
had lost five pounds. Fred said he was sure nobody there had stolen the
money. Tom suggested they should all empty their pockets on the table. But
the owner of the pub would not let them do that because money all looks the
same. Nobody knew what to do. Just then, Jim, a traveler, stood up. He
said he could help them find the money.

Jim said, “I’ve found out the cocks are good at catching thieves. Let’s
borrow the pub owner’s cock. ” He put a big black pot upside down on the
table. Then he put the cock under it. “After I turn off the lights,” he said,
“you must come up one by one and touch the bottom (Ji£) of the pot with
vour right hand. When the thief does so, the cock will crow (k). ”

The others did not know whether they should believe him. One by one
they went past the table in the dark, but the cock never made a noise. When
the light went on, Jim asked everybody to show his right hand. He looked at

each hand in turn and then said, “Fred, give the five pounds back to Jack.”
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“But the cock never crowed!” said Fred. .
Jim told Fred to look at all the hands. “The:y’re all black with soot (4
M) except yours. Can you explain why you didn’t dare touch the pot?”
Fred’s face went white. He hung his head.
( ) 1. All of them put their money on the table.
( ) 2. All the men in the pub didn’t know what to do except Jim.
() 3. Jim said the cock wouldn’t crow when the thief went past the table
and touched the bottom of the pot in the dark.
() 4. Fred didn’t dare touch the pot because he was afraid that the cock
would find him out.
() 5. The cock found the thief at last.

(9

It was Sunday and we were sitting at the table when father suddenly
smiled and said to us, “Oh, dear me. I forgot to tell you the good news.
There’s a letter from Granny. She’s coming to see us this afternoon. I’m
going to meet her at the station. ” With these words he went out.

How happy we were! We hadn’t seen Granny for half a year and missed
her very much. After lunch my mother and I went shopping. We bought a
lot of food that Granny liked. My sister cleaned the house. It was four
o’clock when we finished and we sat around the table, waiting for Granny.
At last the door opened and in came my father, alone. “Where’s Granny?”
we asked. Father laughed and said, “April Fool’s!” “Today is April 1st,
April Fool’s Day (B A#5).”

() 1. Father was happy, because he got a letter from Granny.

(¢ ) 2. Father went out to his office before he finished his lunch.

() 3. Granny wanted to see us on April 1st, because that day was Sun-
day.

() 4. My sister did some cleaning at home that day.

( ) 5. Everyone may play a joke on April Fool’s Day.

a0

American people like to say “Thank you” whenever others help them or
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say something kind to them. People of many other countries do so, too. It is
a very good habit.

You should say “Thank you” when someone passes you the salt on the
table, when someone walking ahead of you keeps the door open for you,
when someone says you have done your work well, or you have bought a nice
thing, or your city is very beautiful.

“Thank you” is used not only between friends, but also between parents
and children, brothers and sisters, husbands and wives.

“Excuse me” is another short sentence they use. When you hear
someone say so behind you, you know that somebody wants to walk past you
without touching you.

It’s not polite to break others while they are talking. If you want to
speak to one of them, say “Excuse me” first, and then begin talking. You
should also do so when you want to cough or make any unpleasant (4 A A i
R #)) noise before others.

Let’s all learn to say “Thank you” and “Excuse me”.

( ) 1. The American people like to say “Thank you” when they want to
help others.

() 2. When they hear others say that their city is very beautiful, they
often say “No, not good”.

() 3. “Thank you” is said only between friends.

() 4. When you want to cough before others, you should say “Excuse
me” first.

( ) 5. It is polite to say “Thank you” and “Excuse me” on proper (G& 24§
1) occasions(3F4).

Step Two

6D

Radio and television are very useful in the world today. They can be
seen everywhere. Thousands and thousands of people watch TV. Perhaps

even more people listen to the radio. TV is, of course, more useful than
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radio. On TV you can see and hear what is happening in the world.
However, radio is not disappearing. It is still with us. And the number

of listeners is becoming large. One reason for this is the invention of the

transister (¥ 5 4&). It can be made very small. It is very easy to carry. You

can put one in your pocket and listen to it in the bus or on your bike when

you go to work. Besides, radio is better for blind (F A ) people. When

people are working, they can’t watch TV but can listen to music or news

over the radio. Radio is much cHeaper than TV.

() 1. Radio and television are necessary in our everyday life.

() 2. More people listen to radio than people watch TV.

() 3. The number of radio and TV sets is getting larger and larger.

() 4. Radios are better for blind people because they can see news over the

radio.

() 5. TV is much more expensive than radio.
@)

One day, a businessman was going to another town to sell his goods. He
decided to take ten servants(ffj A) with him. They would carry his goods,
and also some food to eat on the way. He said to one of the servants, “You
are the smallest and shortest one. You may carry the lightest load. ”

The servant thanked him but took the biggest load. This was the bread
to eat on the way. The man said, “You are foolish. That is the heaviest
load. ” But the servant took up the load happily, and so they set off.

After four hours they stopped for a rest. They all ate some of the
bread. Then there was less bread for the servant to carry. Every time they
ate some bread, the load became smaller and lighter. At the end of the trip,
the servant had nothing to carry, and all the other servants still had a lot of
things to carry.

() 1. The businessman was rich and lived out of town.

() 2. One day the businessman went to sell and buy some goods.

() 3. The businessman wanted the shortest servant to.carry the lightest
load, but he chose the heaviest one.
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