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Publisher’ s Note

Foreign Languages Press is dedicated to the
editing, translating and publishing of books in for-
eign languages. Over the past several decades it
has published, in English, a great number of Chi-
na’s classics and records as well as literary works
from the Qin down to modern times, in the aim to
fully display the best part of the Chinese culture
and its achievements. These books in the original
are famous and authortative in their respective
fields, and their English translations are master-
works produced by notable translators both at home
and abroad. Each book is carefully compiled and
translated with minute precision. Consequently,
the English versions as well as their Chinese origi-
nals may both be rated as classics.

It is generally considered that these English
translations are not only significant for introducing
China to the outside world but also useful reading
materials for domestic English learners and transla-
tors. For this reason, we have carefully selected
some of these books, and will publish them suc-
cessively in Chinese-English bilingual form.

Foreign Languages Press
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1. Xiang Yu

Xiang Ji, whose other name was Yu, was a man of Xiaxiang. He
was twenty — four when he first rose in arms. His uncle Xiang Liang
was the son of Xiang Yan,a general of Chu who was killed by the Qin
general Wang Jian. For many generations the heads of the clan had
been enfeoffed in Xiang as generals of Chu;hence Xiang became their
family name.

As a lad Xiang Yu studied to be a scribe. Failing in this, he took up
swordsmanship. When he failed in this too, Xiang Liang was angry with
him, but he said:

“All scribes do is make lists of names, and swordsmen can only
fight a single foe: that is not worth learning. I want to learn how to
fight ten thousand foes.”

Then, to his great joy, Xiang Liang taught him military strategy.
But once he had a general grasp of the subject,Xiang Yu again refused
to study to the end.

Xiang Liang was arrested at Yuevang, but procured a letter from
Cao Jiu, gaoler of Ji, and presented this to Sima Xin, the gaoler of
Yueyang ,who thereupon let him go. Later Xiang Liang killed a man and
fled from vengeance with Xiang Yu to Wu. As all the local figures
lacked his ability, Xiang Liang generally took charge of large labour
conscriptions or important funerals. And in secret he trained his fol-
lowers and young men in the arts of war, to test their abilites.

When the First Emperor of Qin crossed the River Zhe on a visit to
Kuaiji, Xiang Liang and Xiang Yu looked on.
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Selections From Records of the Historian

“Why not take over from him?” exclaimed Xiang Yu.

“Don’t talk so wildly!” said Xiang Liang, stopping his nephew's
mouth. “Do you want our clan wiped out?"But this sent Xiang Yu up in
his estimation.

Xiang Yu was over six feet tall and so strong that he could carry a
bronze cauldron. He was more brilliant and ambitious than others, so
that all the young men in the district stood in awe of him.

In the seventh month of the first year of the Second Emperor,
Chen She and his men rose in Daze. In the ninth month Yin Tong, gov-
ernor of Kuaiji,summoned Xiang Liang and said:

“All the lower reaches of the Yangtse have revolted. Heaven is
about to destroy the House of Qin. Whoever strikes first, they $ay, be-
comes a leader, while those who delay are led. I want to raise troops
with you and Huan Chu as my generals.”

Huan Chu was then an outlaw in the marshes.

“Huan Chu is an outlaw,” replied Xiang Liang, “and no one but
Xiang Yu knows where he is.” He withdrew and told Xiang Yu to wait
outside with his sword. Then he went back,sat down again by the gov-
ernor and said, “Please summon Xiang Yu to take your orders to Huan
Chu.”

When the governor agreed, Xiang Liang called Xiang Yu in. After
a moment he glanced at him and said, “The time has come!” Then Xi-
ang Yu drew his sword and cut off the governor's head. Xiang Liang
picked up the head and hung Yin Tong's seal and insignia on his own
belt. The governor’s men panicked and were thrown into confusion. Xi-
ang Yu killed several scores of them. The whole office cowered in ter-
ror and no one dared stand against him. Then Xiang Liang summoned
the chief citizens and some officers whom he knew,gave them his rea-
sons for raising a revolt,and took command of the army of Wu. He sent
officers to conscript men from the various districts and gathered a
picked force of eight thousand men, appointing the best local men as
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Selections From Records of the Historian

his lieutenants, scouts and sergeants. One man complained that he had
received no post,but Xiang Liang retorted:

“When I asked vou to see to something at so-and-so's funeral, you
let me down. That is why you are being passed over.”

All agreed that this was just. Xiang Liang became the governor of
Kuaiji with Xiang Yu as his adjutant,and they took over all the districts
in that province.

Zhao Ping,a native of Guangling, attacked that city for Chen She
but failed to take it. When he heard of Chen She's defeat and flight and
of the Qin army’s approach, he crossed the Yangtse and, pretending
that he was acting on Chen She’s orders, conferred on Xiang Liang the
title of chief minister of Chu.

“You have conquered the land to the east,” he said. “Lose no
time now but lead your army west against Qin.”

Xiang Liang at the head of his eight thousand men crossed the riv-
er and marched west. When he learned that Chen Ying had taken
Dongyang, he sent an envoy to propose that they join forces and ad-
vance west together. Chen Ying had been secretary to the magistrate of
Dongvang and was respected throughout the county for his integrity.
After the young men there killed their magistrate, several thousands of
men banded together and looked for a leader. Finding no one suitable,
they approached Chen Ying. He declined with the excuse that he lacked
ability, but they finally prevailed on him to take charge and some twen-
ty thousand men of the county followed him. Then the young men
wanted to set him up as their king and form a black-turbaned rebel
force of their own.

Chen Ying's mother told him, “Since I married into your family, |
have never heard that any of vour ancestors ever attained noble rank.
It is not safe to win fame overnight: you would do better to serve as a
subordinate. Then if all goes well, you will be made a marquis;if things
go badly,you can easily escape because you are not known to all. ”
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So Chen Ying did not venture to become king. “ The Xiang family
has produced generals for several generations,” he told his officers.
“They are well known in Chu. If we want to revolt, we must have them
on our side. With the help of such a distinguished family, Qin can cer-
tainly be destroyed.”

They took his advice and put their troops under Xiang Liang's
command. After Xiang Liang crossed the River Huai, Ying Bu and Gen-
eral Pu also came over to him with their men. The army, now nearly
seventy thousand strong,encamped at Xiapi.

Meanwhile Qin Jia had made Jing Ju king of Chu and stationed his
troops east of Pengcheng to block Xiang Liang's way.

“Chen She was the first to rise,” said Xiang Liang to his officers.
“But since his defeat we do not know what has become of him. Now
Qin Jia has turned against him and made Jing Ju king. This is vile
treachery!”

He led his men against Qin Jia and put him to flight. Xiang Liang
pursued hime to Huling, where Qin Jia turned to give battle. At the
end of the day Qin Jia was dead and his men had surrendered. Jing Ju
fled and perished in the land of Liang.

Xiang Liang took over Qin Jia's army and camped at Huling be-
fore marching west.

By now the Qin army led by Zhang Han had reached Li. Xiang
Liang sent his generals Zhu Jishi and the lord of Yufan against him; but
the lord of Yufan was killed and Zhu Jishi's army, routed, retreated to
Huling. Xiang Liang led his men to Xue and killed Zhu Jishi. He had
sent Xiang Yu to storm, Xiang Yu put all the defenders to the sword
before going back to report to Xiang Liang.

When Xiang Liang heard for certain that Chen She was dead, he
summoned his generals to Xue for a council. By this time Liu Bang,
who had risen in Pei, had joined him.

Fan Zeng of Juchao, a man of seventy who held no public office,
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