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FOREWORD

One of the ootstanding examples of the development of Chinese traditional aes-
thetic ideas is the meticulous style painting of flowers and birds by Mr Yu Ji Gao. Mr
Yu Ji Gao's painting is not only an artistic expression of the way Asian people view na-

ture but a reflection of their pursuit of perfection.

For centuries Chinese traditional painting of flowers and birds has been known
for its display of perfect harmony of people, nature and art. By Song Dynasty the art
of Chinese meticulous style painting had fully developed. Later this style of painting
* became many scholars' hobby, and served palace decoration until the twentieth centu-
ry when Mr Chen Zi Fuo established the Southern Yangtzi-style of Fine-line Painting
of Flowers and Birds as a genre and gave new life to meticulous style painting. In 1951
when Mr Yu Ji Gao entered the Art Department of Nanjing University and received
personal guidance from the great artist Chen Zi Fuo, he decided to devote all his life to

the development of the art of Chinese traditional meticulous style painting.

Mr Yu Ji Gao was born in Tong Shan County, Jiangsu Province, China in 1932.
Life in the country wilderness inspired in him an intense love for nature. As he grew up,
he found drawing the best way to express such love. When his two teachers Mr Fu Bao
Shi and Mr Chen Zi Fuo founded the Chinese Traditional Painting Academy of Jiangsu

Province, he was fortunate enough to become one of the earliest academicians.

A Chinese contemporary artist's life is constantly affected by the political power
struggle of the country. In 1960s and 1970s while Mr Yu Ji Gao was experiencing the
political upheaval, the Chinese traditional painting of flowers and birds as a genre was
also placed underfire because it does not directly represent social life and class strug-
gle. The political setbacks were not enough to shake Mr Yu's faith in art. In 1972 he
created the painting "Duck Admist Fragrant Loutus Flowers and Leaves", whose sim-
ple beauty and tranquility forms a striking contrast to the severe political situation

prevailing the country at that time.

Unlike the ancient painters of flowers and birds who were either detached from



real life or obserred with aristorcracy, Mr Yu Ji Gao collects materials from nature and
seeks appropriate artistic forms to communicate the way he feels nature. "Pear Flow-
ers in Spring Rain" is typical of his style. The exuberant branches and the silvery blos-
soms covering the whole tree with swallows skimming over the scene express the
artist's feeling for the colorful spring season. His originality is displayed in his depar-
ture from the traditional pattern of sections of branches of the painting of flowers and
birds. Yu Ji Gao's painting is characterized by its perfect structure. The position of
every leave and pedal having been carefully considered, it seems impossible to add or
remove any detail from any of his picture. Yu Ji Gao is especially good at coloring.
Under his pen the bright colors are bright in a most sophisticated way; and the faint 1-
ight colors become extremely attractive. Simple yet refined, Yu Ji Gao's painting en-

joys great popularity.

Mr Yu Ji Gaois one of the few painters of flowers and birds in history who are
good at creating huge-sized pictures. The size of his painting "Longevity With Pines
and Cranes" is Im X 4m, that of "Peacocks", 6m X 2m, that of "In Praise of Water L-
ilies", 3.5m X 2m, and that of "Spring Fills the Garden", 5.5m X 3m. Without profound
understanding of art and tremendous power of brushwork, he would not have been able
to achieve such great accomplishments. Magnificent yet delicate, these works are valu-

able in Chinese art history.

At present Mr Yu is Deputy Director of Chinese Traditional Painting Academy of
Jiangsu Province, the Honorary Chairman of the Research Committee of Chinese Tradi-
tional Painting of Flowers and Birds of Jiangsu Province, the Deputy Director of Chi-
nese Contemporary Fine Painting Association and Member of the Chinese Traditional
Painting Research Committee. Over decades of years he has created a large number
of art works. He held exhibitions in Beijing, Nanjing and Guangzhou, and his works
have also been exhibited many times in Japan, U.S.A., Canada, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria,
the Philippines and Hong Kong. Many museums and art galleries as well as individuals
are collecting his works. We appreciate what Mr Yu has done for the development of
Chinese traditional painting of flowers and birds. In this book we will publish twenty

pieces of his painting. We wish Mr Yu greater success in the future.

Pan-Asia Cultural and Academic Exchange Association
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