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Remolding the cultural spirit of the folk art Foreword (1)

Chairman of Shaanxi province artists association and master of Xi'an art gallery Wang Xijing

In fact, both of the roots of drawing in Chinese and western are originated from the tribe of ancient people. There
were simple drawings on the colored pottery, mural painting and dress to express their emotion of wonderful life and
unyielding sprit to the natural oppression.

After people passed into class society, because of wide gap between the poor and the rich and strict hierarchy, art
between the poor and the rich had began to separate from each other and then shaped two different artistic forms.
Folk artists are active in countryside. They show their living condition and hopes for nature through many forms of
art, such as New Year pictures on wooden board, genre painting, paper-cut, knitting and embroidery and so on.

After the founding of The People's Republic of China, people became the masters of the country. Farmers'
passion to the new life reached white-hot degree after the smelting of the Great Leap Forward.

Extreme fanaticism produced crazy romanticism in art field. With the chance of the exhibition of Three History, a_

group of farmers who loved painting drew lots of paintings courageously at that time. They created quite a stirring
and then went out from ShaanXi to the whole nation. Thus peasant paining of Hu County began to stand out from the
crowd.

Seeing the exaggerated pictures, such as hoisting crane hang the corn or paddling on the bean-pod, people can't
help striking the table and bravoing for these unimaginable works.

Obviously, this artistic form fully shows folk art and artists' transcendent dreams and wishes for a world
agricultural power-China. This is also an instantiation of cultural spirit and confidence of our nation.

Regretfully, this artistic exotic flower in western China hasn't had a second bloom just like old times since 1990s.

The reasons for this situation include the impact of multicultural heritage and effective regulation of the art
market. Meantime, it has a direct relation to the slow update speed of folk arts itself.

As we all know, the spirit of a nation's culture is reflected more in the folk arts. Only in the quality of folk art
forms, we will truly find the origin of the national spirits and the roots of national arts.

If we compare the “drilling” , one works of the peasant painting of Hu County, with the landscape by Wang
Duo in Ming Dynasty or Banpo fish-shaped decoration on ceramic pots, we can easily find they are similar in
meticulous freehand method.

From the perspective of painting skills, the peasant painting of Hu County is mixture of handcraft and art form
with bright meticulous re-color features. The creating of the peasant painting of Hu County synthetically uses the
plate painting, paper cutting, embroidery and other artistic forms.

It is of this diversity, folklore and practicality. The peasant painting of Hu County has a more general value and a
wider territory.

From above, not only can we find the germinal origin of Chinese and western painting and capture combined
factors of Chinese and western to promote artistic innovation, but also can grasp the pulse how the painting's spirit
continues. More importantly, from the update of farmer’s main images on peasant paintings of Hu County, we can re-
recognize the true meaning of self-reliance in the contemporary international trends of local folk art and national
culture. Meanwhile, we can deeply understand that the spirit of reform tide has influence on the folk artists and their
creative spirit and innovative idea is the only way to achieve sustainable development for contemporary folk art. The
peasant painting of Hu County will undoubtedly become a distinct art symbol of the era on a new level and a shining
cultural brand that can integrate into market and go abroad.
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Foreword (2)

The Secretary of the Party committee of Hu County Lu Xiaoyan

Follow the “Brief History of Chinese Peasant Painting in Hu County” and “The Grand View of Chinese Peasant
Painting in Hu County” , another great album of peasant painting “The Complete Works of Peasant Painting in Hu
County” will meet the readers. On behalf of the Party Committee of Hu County and personalities of various circles, I
express my sincere congratulations to this book's editing and publication.

The Peasant Painting is the most representative card and cultural symbol of Hu County. Peasant Painting, which has
developed hardly for half of a century, has made remarkable contributions to the development of prosperity of economic and
cultural industry and won the honor for Hu County, Shaanxi province and the whole country. Its value, significance and
function have passed through social practice during the passed 50 years, and it is absolutely necessary part of Chinese fine
arts. Therefore, it is our long-cherished wish to edit and press one complete album which can show its artistic style, history
trajectory and the overall team of the authors. We'd look forward to her appearance.

During the passed 50 years, with the leader's attention, the professional teachers' training and support of the public, the
number of the farmer painters has been reached to 2,000, including 400 key members and 100 famous painters. They have
created a number of 100,000 works, of which more than 1,500 works have been published in the state-level publications,
about 500 works have won prizes in many exhibitions in the whole country, more than 4,500 works have been invited to
participate in art exhibition in 48 countries and regions and nearly 20,000 works have been collected by foreign museums
and friends. Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications had issued stamps and special capital postcard, the theme of which
was peasant painting of Hu County. It indeed is a wonderful work that draws widespread attention at home and abroad. Its
gorgeous color and popular taste have attracted remarkable attention from all over the world.

“The Complete Works of Peasant Painting in Hu County” has collected more than 430 works from a large number of
original works into volume form. Its unique perspective, fair standard and careful classification and arrangement show the
achievement and artistic style of the peasant painting of Hu County. It has the highest arrangement and is the largest album
that collects the most works so far. The album, with academic nature, ornamentalism and documental value, will bring great
positive effects to peasant painting's development and its influence. It net only fills a gap which should show the whole view
of peasant painting of Hu County, but also provides a fresh reference for people to study the value of various peasant
paintings and the world's art history.

We will continue to increase efforts to support peasant painting next step. Firstly, we need to enrich the carrier, support
the construction of the art manor and enlarge the team of the farmer painters by training them. Especially we plan to make
peasant painting to serve the spiritual civilization construction through the activity of “new mural” in countryside in the
new period. Secondly, we must strengthen the management of the authors. The authors will be classified into different
grades. According to these grades, we will provide government subsidy for them to encourage them to create paintings
actively and enthusiastically. Thirdly, we will take some measures to prosper creation and encourage authors to create more
fine works. We will discuss and select high-quality works every year. The good works chosen in this activity will be bought
and left in collection museum by the government. Some fine works will be sent to people outside. Through these methods,
we will enlarge the notability and reputation and promote the influence of the peasant painting.

Wang Xiping is an worker in the field of social science. He has settled down in the province capital. however, he still
has affections to Hu County, his hometown. He does well and has many achievements in the field of Chinese literature and
religious culture. Though busy in his professional research, he still loses his heart to do the research of peasant painting. He
does investigations and visits the farmer painters and the insiders, takes many photos of the works of peasant painting and
collects so much documents to help the research since 2004. Some of his writings about peasant painting have already
finished. The latest one is the book “The Pioneer of Peasant Painting in Hu County: Ding Jitang” . Through unremiltiﬁg
and tireless efforts, he has realized his dream that he should do something for his hometown. I think that all the people who
participate in the activity of peasant painting, who pay attention to the development of peasant painting, who are concerned
about the economic, cultural and social development and progress of Hu County, should present their thanks to Mr. Wang
for his contribution in the study of peasant painting's past, present and future.

And this is a foreword.

August 12th 2010. in Hu County
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