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Throughout his adult life that he spent fighting for China, from the founding
of Xing Zhong Hui (Revive China Society) in 1894 right up to his death in Beijing
in 1925, Dr Sun Yat-sen encountered numerous setbacks and frustrations in his
road to revolution. He saw many of his revolutionary comrades sacrifice their lives
for the cause, witnessed Yuan Shikai hijack the success of the 1911 Revolution,
experienced the failures of the Second Revolution and the Movements for the
Protection of the Constitution and survived the mutiny led by Chen Jiongming. Yet
with immense perseverance, he pursued his revolutionary ideals, searching for
ways to save China and build a better future for the people.

Showcasing the exhibits drawn from the collections of Guangzhou Museum
and the photos provided by the Hong Kong Museum of History, this exhibition
introduces Dr Sun’s road to revolution, from the founding of Xing Zhong Hui to the
three attempts to establish a government in Guangzhou, as well as the efforts he
and his revolutionary comrades made to overthrow the Qing dynasty and found
a republic. We hope that while learning about the noble deeds of Dr Sun Yat-sen
and his revolutionary comrades, visitors will also be touched by their persistence
and determination in fighting for the people. Dr Sun Yat-sen once said, “Saving the
nation is not about success or failure, but about right or wrong.” This statement is
indeed a perfect portrayal of Dr Sun and his revolutionary comrades.

As the centenary of the 1911 Revolution approaches, the museum presents
this exhibition that sets out to commemorate the courageous and noble-minded
individuals who fought to revive China in the late Qing and early Republican period.
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Introduction

1. Xing Zhong Hui (Revive China Society)

2. Tong Meng Hui (Chinese Revolutionary Alliance)
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4. Funding the revolution

5. Armed uprisings

6. The 1911 Revolution
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8. The Second Revolution

9. The Chinese Revolutionary Party
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13. Whampoa Military Academy
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Even during his early days as a student, Dr Sun Yat-sen was a keen observer
of national affairs, often meeting with his mentors and friends to discuss the latest
developments in China. In June 1894, Dr Sun travelled to Tianjin with Lu Haodong,
a friend from his hometown, to present their views on the latest developments
in China and propose strategies for China’s future prosperity to Li Hongzhang,
the Commissioner of Trade for the Northern Ports and Governor-General of
Zhili province. Much to their disappointment, Li did not receive them. In total
frustration with the imperial court, Dr Sun resolved to overthrow the Qing dynasty.

On 24 November 1894, Dr Sun founded Xing Zhong Hui (Revive China Society)
in Honolulu with the motto “revive China and rescue the country from the
dangerous situation” and its members vowed to “overthrow the Manchus, restore
China for the Chinese and adopt a republican regime”. Xing Zhong Hui would be
remembered in history as the first organisation to advocate revolution in modern
China.

On 21 February 1895, Dr Sun established the Hong Kong headquarters of
Xing Zhong Hui at Qian Heng Hang at 13 Staunton Street, Central, Hongkong. In
addition to the “Four Desperados”, Yang Quyun and Xie Zuantai of Furen Wenshe
(Chinese Patriotic Mutual Improvement Association), signed up at Xing Zhong
Hui’s new headquarters in the colony. The organisation launched the Guangzhou
uprising in 1895 and the Huizhou uprising in 1900.
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A photograph of the “Four Desperados”

While Dr Sun Yat-sen was studying at the
College of Medicine for Chinese in Hong Kong, he
frequently met with Chen Shaobai (third from left;
native of Xinhui), Yau Lit (first from right; native of
Shunde) and Yang Heling (first from left; native of
Xiangshan) to debate current affairs and discuss
their goal of overthrowing the Qing dynasty. These
meetings earned them the nickname the “Four
Desperados”. This photograph of the group, with
schoolmate Guan Jingliang standing behind them,

was taken in 1888.
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Lee Chong’s house, where Xing Zhong Hui
members swore allegiance to the society in
Honolulu, 1894

The Guangzhou Integrated Image Co. Ltd.
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Dr Sun Yat-sen at Japan, 1899

Collection of the Guangzhou Museum
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Glass negative of a photograph of the “Four Desperados”, 1888

This negative was donated by the son of Guan Jingliang. The four people
seated in the front row are, from left to right: Yuan Heling, Dr Sun, Chen Shaobai
and Yau Lit. This group often met to discuss revolutionary ideas, and together
they came to be known as the “Four Deaperados”. Standing at the back is Guan
Jingliang
Collection of the Hong Kong Museum of History
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Dr Sun Yat-sen and comrades at 121 revolutionary unit in Yamashita, Yokohama, Japan, 1899

Collection of the Guangzhou Museum
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Graveyard of Xing Zhong Hui in Guangzhou

Courtesy of of the Guangzhou Museum
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A copy of The New Atlas and Commercial Gazetteer
of China used by Chen Shaobai and bearing his

autograph

Collection of the Guangzhou Museum
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Even though it failed, like the Guangzhou uprising that preceded it in 1895, the
Huizhou uprising of 1900 nevertheless garnered significant support for the revolutionary
cause. Revolutionary groups sprang up across China, including Hua Xing Hui (Society
for the Revival of China) in Hunan and Hubei,Guang Fu Hui (Restoration Society) in
Zhejiang, and Ai Guo Xue She (Patriotic Study Society) in Shanghai. Although these
groups had a common goal - the overthrow of the Qing Dynasty — they did not make a
concerted effort to advance their cause.

The failure of the uprisings in Guangzhou and Huizhou prompted Dr Sun to
reconsider his strategy,and he realised that the revolution could only succeed through
a unified, cohesive effort by its supporters. He then actively started to co-ordinate the
different revolutionary groups and to advocate the establishment of one revolutionary
organisation. On 30 July 1905, members of Xing Zhong Hui, Hua Xing Hui and Guang
Fu Hui joined more than 70 other overseas Chinese and students at a meeting in
Tokyo, during which a new society, Tong Meng Hui (Chinese Revolutionary Alliance),
was envisaged with the motto “to overthrow the Manchus, restore China for the
Chinese,adopt a republican regime and equalise land rights”.

On 20 August, Tong Meng Hui was officially founded with Dr Sun Yat-sen elected
as president. Members of Tong Meng Hui then became active throughout provinces in
China, a development that testifies to the revolution’s transition from its roots in local
affiliations to cross-provincial alliances. Between 1905 and 1911, members of Tong Meng
Hui launched several unsuccessful armed uprisings. With each failure, however, came a
fresh wave of support that culminated in the irresistible tide of the 1911 Revolution.
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Dr Sun Yat-sen at the founding of Tong Meng
Hui, 1905

Collection of the Guangzhou Museum
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Dr Sun and members of Tong Meng Hui in
Wan Qing Yuan in Singapore, 1906

Collection of the Guangzhou Museum
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Badge of Tong Meng Hui Memorial Society,
1911

Collection of the Guangzhou Museum



