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Wild for the Tasmanian Devil
< 01

If you watch cartoons, you are probably familiar with the character
of the Tasmanian Devil'. For years, this somewhat cute, devilish?
creature has been trying to take a bite out of the beloved Bugs
Bunny.

The real Tasmanian devil, or Tassie devil, isn't so cute. About the
size of a small poodie®, its fur is mostly black with patches® of white
on its chest. It has a broad head, wide jaws, sharp teeth, and a fierce
screech’ that lets any creature know a Tassie devil is right around the
corner.

The Tasmanian devil has been extinct® for some 600 years from
mainland Australia. It now mainly exists in the north, east, and central
parts of the Australian island-state’ of Tasmania. This animal was
named by European settlers due to the fierce screeches it lets out to
scare off enemies. Besides its scary noise and appearance that keep
people and animals at bay, the Tassie devil also produces a strong,
unpleasant smell as a weapon. Because they sleep during the day,
they prefer to hunt for their meals of reptiles®, amphibians®, birds, and
small mammals™ after dark.

Tasmanian devils and koalas have something in common. At

w1 %



one time, they were both considered a pest'’ to European settlers
with rewards given for their slaughter’>. Though not an animal you'd
want to hold, the Tasmanian devil is now a symbol and icon™ of the
Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service.

AR BhiE f, VR AT X Shim A Y T SRR R (48 ) 1R
o SR, XA KR XX 3h Y — BRI — O KRR E &
e R.

FIEMAAE (I D JE WRE AR ), SR “HEHT R A RIRAW &, &
HIARRIZ RN ER RN, BILF208, MFTA B AR BRI,
FEARTE B, A R RE LA A= Py R B R BRI R 7

SSRE N BRAFN KRR 24 600 “F 2. BRI EEME T
KA ST 5 JE S 5 B JE 8 AR BB B B X b sl 4300 2 vl IR 57 1
F T, R R T T T BEEOA T S R . BR T AT R
H AN AN Y TEAREETT , SR il i K R AU AR D KR
PR B AIAE A KB SE , BB R AE R W B R 5 S R 2 IS | 52
FH A/ N E A '

SBEFIR AR B 3 JE R BT TR 2o BRI A R & A E A
FREMERENT. BARRIREIHEE Y, 045 EE T 5 )e
7P AR RN el B SR AE AN 35 4

Extra Words ‘7

1. Tasmanian devil [ tez'menion ‘devl | n. 455
Tasmania [ tzz'mento | n. AH T (341 2 JE 0.5

2. devilish [ deval| ] a. XISEf

3. poodle [ ‘pudl ] n. BEEH

4. patch [ petf ] n. ( SEBEFSARFR ) TR

5. screech [ skrit] ] n. RBERIH K05

* 2 %



6. extinct [ k'stimkt ] a. ZaFhiY

7. island-state [ ‘arflond'stet | n. HM 4 ; HI5EFE
8. reptile [ ‘reptail | n. €41 234

9. amphibian [ @m'fibion | n. B Eh)

10. mammal [ ‘maml | n. EL3h4

11. pest [ pest ] n. HEHIZHY

12. slaughter [ Sbta] n. &, BR

13. icon [ ‘aikan ] n. fAEER; E%

¥ Phrases for Learning

1

. take a bite of... E— [ eeee

After taking a bite of the toast, the boy rushed to school.
KT —HOtAEE,/NBEANE ¥,

. scare off... MR-

Be quiet or you'll scare off the rabbits.

L, BMYR I/ N T o

. have...in common e JL[r]4b

Though they’re twins and look exactly alike, Tom and Ted have nothing in
common.

BRGSO, KA — B HABRA LR

¥ 3 %
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Do You Do Voodoo?
< 02

When most people hear the word Voodoo', they instantly think
of dolls with pins stuck in them. Poking pins in a doll is said to inflict
pain upon the person that the doll represents. Of course, this isn’t
reality but how Hollywood sees it. Voodoo, or more accurately® Vodun,
is a very ancient, complex’ religion.

Vodun is estimated to be 6000 years old. The word itself
can be traced to an African word for “spirit.” Its followers believe
that all things have spirits within them. Just like believers in other
world religions, followers of Vodun often look to their ancestors for
guidance® in today’s world.

The religion began in and around present-day® Nigeria. It was
later spread to the Caribbean® and the Americas when slaves' were
transported there. Slave masters, primarily’ Roman Catholics, made
Vodun illegal because it connected the slaves to their African roots.
Adherents® of Vodun were forced to worship at night, long after their
“masters” had gone to bed. When followers were caught, they often
paid for it with their lives.

With changing times have come changes in the way Vodun
is viewed by the world. It is now practiced by millions of people in

Y 4 %



countries such as Benin and Haiti. It should not be feared. After all,
most priests and priestesses® of Vodun confine their work to white
magic'’, leaving Voodoo dolls to scenes in horror films.

K4 N —Wr B £ 5 ( Voodoo ) iX 4], i 4 7 ZIAR 2 & b st
FRYIEE T o o 4 i T T B AR U BB L Je e BT AR 2 4 RS2 B IRV A 260
WAR X FFAEF L, R AF M X Voodoo i8R, HS Voodoo IEH¥K
Ui Vodun, 2F iy 1 & 24178

REFEZL( Vodun WEA294 6000 4/ . XA E#E R R
R AENT . FHEMAGETYEE R R HE A AR H S
BE—HE, AR FEHE MBS T E B A R 945 .

XA FEHGE T IA 0 B R K, w5 i RS2 08 i 44 20 n
X AEWN . DERHEAKTSRX FHGE, MR LRERE
B, B 2k GRS AR AR IR A BT i . XM EETNT RIFEEA
ABESG R B, SEHFSRBIN, B B2 A iR

YRR, A T AN BB F . 0478 DL 7 g b 45
BHFILAETANGEREH . XBHAGFENR, B3, KBS REHN
B4 5% A AR HBR Tt R T E MR, AR ik B A R L

Extra Words "‘

1. voodoo [ ‘vudu ] n. EH (HER )
= vodun [ ‘vodn vo'dan]
2. accurately [ ‘zkjorttlr | adv. HEHHb
3. complex [ kampleks ] a. & 24
4. guidance [ ‘gaidons ] n. 5%
5. present-day [ ‘prezentde | a. 244+
6. the Caribbean il Lu.i& i X
Caribbean [ kara'bion ] a. it (A ) B

* 5 %



7. primarily [ prar'meroli | adv. = H#b
8. adherent [ ad'hiront | n. {5%E; HHPH
9. priest [ prist ] n. 4% 7]
priestess [ “pristls ] n. %% 5]
10. white magic ~ H¥EAR (CHANIHE. TEREAR
black magic =~ BmA, KR :

@‘ Building Your Vocabulary

1. poke [ pok ] vt. Bk fiit
poke one’s nose into... AT/ EF----BIRE
If you poke your nose into my business one more time, you'll be sorry you
did.
WMRIRFEERA A E REE1E0 .
2. transport [ treens'port ] vi. i53%, 5%

The shipping company unknowingly transported the illegal goods.
Rz A R EAME RN Figk TAEEY .

¥ Phrases for Learning

1. inflict...upon/onsb .- T . AFiEmBIEAS -
inflict [ m'flikt ] vt. #Ehn (4T )
The prison guard enjoyed inflicting pain upon the inmates under his control.

AN MR ST UCHE I8 o8 G o 81 32l 2 1 4 AT AE B L

2. be estimatedtoV kit (F) -
This structure is estimated to be over 2,000 years old.
= |t is estimated that this structure is over 2,000 years old.

XA PEAG A 2000 ZAERIPI

3. be traced (back) to...  E¥F]-----
Our family can be traced back to the early inhabitants of this island.

AT T LUE W XA 8 b R A R

% 6 %



4.look tosb for.. KA H - (#%. B2i%)

We often look to our minister for guidance in times of uncertainty.

MRNTIREAER, 8 REBUR HBRATES .
5. connect A to B ¥ AL BB/ EE—R

These traditions connect us to our ancestors.

X EAEGER TR AT S R A —iE
6.confineAtoB K AFRKAEBA

confine [ kon'fam ] vi. {815 BR ; 248

John confined himself to his bedroom until he had solved the math
problem.

AP ACKER TR, ERMGEHIELRAE

w7 %
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Pursuing Trivia
4 03

How many bones are there in the human body? How often does
the average person laugh in the course of a day? If you know the
answers to both of these questions, you're either a doctor with a good
sense of humor, or one of the millions of people with a passion for
the insignificant’. The little tidbits® of information are commonly called
trivia.

Random?® facts and figures in your brain may only be useful if
you're competing* on a game show, but this knowledge is still fun to
have. Why? To put it simply, because they’re there. Here are a few
examples of trivia that may make you the life of the party.

Did you know that an ostrich’s® eye is bigger than its brain?
Speaking of feathered friends®, the average chicken lays 260 eggs a
year. Now, that's a lot of tea eggs. If you happen to be left-handed’,
there is a bit of bad news: you might die nine years earlier than a right-
handed person. But don’t despair®. When you do die, your ashes® will
weigh an average of nine pounds.

If you're into fast food and have eaten your share of Big Macs, did
you know that there are typically'® 178 sesame'’ seeds on the bun'*?
That hamburger that you bite into happens to be worth more than you

8 %



might imagine. It's estimated that pound for pound, hamburgers cost
more money than new cars.

OK, you won’t win an award for these bits of information, but
worthless™ trivia is good for breaking the ice. Speaking of ice, did you
know...

MNEPHZORER? —BA—KRZHNRRORBURZ D7 IRIR
TEX P )R B R, R AN AL BR A B A , LR AN BB A/ NIRR
HBOGBREINFIE 32—, XETRER A BEE—BERA
“VRR

PRiviF BB AR B W R S BT RATES AR B A fEIR 1A
5 (B0 B R R— R AR . IEIEEVRVE? (AL, AT TREAEAR
ILEEREL M. TR —E 7T IR B MR

PRENGESE S IR 2R F H B II4RTUE K2 BRI S A,
— HAS ¥ AR T 260 M. AATRREHRHER. REMTRA
W, AR B KT BB AT AT 9 4. EAITHE, ARPESS KB
PH IR O B

WRRE KRR, iz & 68, ARIRAE D2 il R A 178 i
RNG? YRIZ B DU LRI R P R R . U —BFROHRs Lue, DUE L
BB TR

PR ICHE IR Ry 215 B A 25 , fELR i3 S T FH Y B A 4T s flk
R EFRERE . BEBIOKIR, VR -

Extra Words ‘*

1. insignificant [ msig'nifokent ] @. TEXBEH, A RIEK
2. tidbit [ ‘ndbrt ] n. #RE, 2

3. random [ ‘reendom ] a. FlALAY

4. compete [ kom'pit ] vi. 5, TEE

* 9 %



5. ostrich [ ‘astrrt| ] n. 55
6. feathered friend [ Yedod frend | n. 3%
poultry [ ‘poltrt ] n. K& (&4, Fal%k)
7. left-handed [ Jeft'hendid | a. Z=4iF i
right-handed [ jrart‘hendid | a. £HF 1
8. despair [ dr'sper | vi. & n. 452
9. ash [ &[] n. KR
10. typically [ ‘trprkolx | adv. %4 ; 5%
11. sesame [ ‘sesomu | n. ZJk
12. bun [ ban ] n. /NEIHE A
bread [ bred | n. Fify ( AR iA )
13. worthless [ wa0lis ] a. TTHME

\}* Building Your Vocabulary

1. pursue [ pa'su ] vt. 383K
He spent all his life pursuing fame and fortune.
g5 R—H B R AR E .

2. trivia [ trivio ] n. BiEE (ARAT%0)
trivial [ ‘trivial | a. BlifEH
trifle [ ‘trarf] ] n. Jo& BEE A FE (T H%1A )
R
trivia B THEAEERIBISSh, WIELE R B W T, A K0 e 2 ANSBEE
BRI T 1A,
She cares nothing about trivia and other things that won’t help her career.

f %ot B A T 25 T b F A O ATEF

¥ Phrases for Learning

1. the life of the party T AKLHIA /9
After one beer, Fred was the life of the party.
— T AL , SRS AR E

¥ 10 %



