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Eat Crow

The crow has long been part of man’s history. More
than any other bird, the crow has been both denounced®
and praised. Some have feared it as a messenger of evil.

To the farmer, the crow is a hungry robber who
swoops® down to eat his corn shoots. Most people see the
crow as a big, noisy, troublesome bird.

It is easy, therefore, to understand how the crow got
its name into the language. Any person who talks loudly
about himself or his deeds is said to “crow” about
himself.

This meaning of the word came from Old English or
French. But there is a saying about the crow in America
that is different. A person may be too sure of himself and
say something in a loud and boastful way. Later, he may
admit he is wrong. Then he is “eating crow.”

No one knows how this saying got started. But one
story about it appeared in a Louisiana newspaper in 1851:

A man who owned a boarding® house served poor
food, and his customers complained about it. One day,
they complained so loudly that the owner of the house
laughed at them and said, “Why, I can eat anything and
enjoy it.”

Some decided to test him. They killed a large crow and
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Eat Crow

cooked it and made it look nice. Secretly, however, they
added hot pepper®, snuff® and salt. They put the tasty-
looking dish before the owner and invited him to eat.

The owner took a big bite out of the crow. It was
horrible. He pushed the dish away from him. “Yes,” he
said, “I can eat crow, but I'll be damned if I like it! ”

So, being too certain has its price, if later you must
admit you are wrong. You may have to swallow® your
pride as well as your words. And that may be as unpleasant
as eating crow.

In 1948, many journalists and opinion poll-takers paid
such a price. The country laughed as they had to eat
crow. At the time, President Harry F. Truman was
campaigning ® to stay in office. His opponent was
Republican Thomas E.Dewey of New York.

Journalists and poll-takers were sure that Dewey
would win. One of them was H.V.Kaltenborn. Before the
final election count was known, he broadcast over the
radio that Dewey had won.

President Truman, on election night, had gone to bed
early.

The next morning, Kaltenborn was shocked to learn
that Truman had won. Truman laughed at the poll-takers
and journalists. He made fun of them on the radio.

Many Americans enjoyed seeing the experts admit they

. [ ”»
were wrong, being forced, so to speak, “to eat crow.
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Where’s the Beef?

Some expressions are commonly used for many years.
Others are popular for just a short time. One such American
expression was Where’s the Beef?’It questioned if
something was as good or as honest as it claimed to be.

In the early nineteen-eighties, “Where’s the Beef?” was
one of the most popular expressions in the United States. '

It seemed as if everyone was using it. Thenﬂ%@l few

months—one rarely heard it said.
~— crow A7

Beef, of course, is the meat from a cow. And there is
probable no food more “American”than a hamburger
made from beef.

In the nineteen-sixties, a businessman named R\ay
Kroc began building small restaugants that sold hamburgers
at a low price. Kroc called his restaurants MacDonald’s.
Kroc cooked the hamburgers quickly, so people in a hurry
could buy and eat them without waiting. By the end of
the nineteen-sixties, the MacDonald’s company was
selling hamburgers in hundreds of restaurants from
California to Maine.

Not surpringly, Ray Kroc became one of the richest
businessmen in America. Other business people watched
his success. Some of them opened their own hamburger

restaurants.
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One company, called Wendy’s, began to compete
with MacDonald’s. Wendy’s “claimed its hambugers
were bigger than those sold by MacDonald’s or anyone
else.

The Wendy’s company created the expression,
“Where’s the Beef?” to make people believe that
Wendy’s hamburgers were the biggest. It produced a
television advertisement to sell this idea.

The Wendy’s television advertisement showed three
old women looking at hamburgers they had just bought.
The bread that covered the meat was very big. But inside,
there was only a tiny bit of meat. One of the women
protested?. “Where’s the Beef?”she shouted in a funny
voice.

These advertisements for Wendy’s hamburger
restaurants were a success from the first day they appeared
on television. As we said, it seemed everyone began using
the expression “Where’s the Beef?”

At about that time, the Democratic Party was holding
debates among its candidates ® for the nineteen-eighty-
four presidential nomination. There were three
candidates: Walter Mondale, Gary Hart, and Jesse Jackson.

In one debate, Gary Hart claimed that he had the best
new ideas to govern America. Walter Mondale disagreed.
He thought Gary Hart was making a claim that was not
supported by facts. So Mondale said to Hart: “Where’s the
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