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Focus on Earth Buildings,

Stories beyond Enclosures
Preface of Yongding Hakka Farth Buildings

Zhang Shengyou

Among the western mountainous area of Fujian scatters the amazing Yongding Hakka earth buildings,
elegant, magnificent and splendid. They seem both unfathomable and mysterious.

Over generations and centuries, Hakkas migrated from central China are born, grow up and work where
the earth buildings are, and the earth buildings have become the soothing harbor and spiritual home of
Hakkas. Today, by dint of their unique structures and outstanding formation, Hakka earth buildings
have broken through the shroud of history and come to bathe in the spotlight of the State and even the
world as a world cultural heritage.

The marvelous architectures of earth buildings and their cultural and aesthetic value attract more and
more photographers to take pictures here, including numerous excellent ones. Among those
photographers, Mr. Hu Jiaxin, who was brought up in an earth building, pioneers a unique style and wins
extensive praise. It is obvious that Mr. Hu Jiaxin’ s artistic contemplation over earth buildings involves
more humanistic concern about the living conditions of Hakkas, leading readers to appreciate the
profound connotation of earth buildings and ethic highlight of Hakkas from multiple perspectives. As a
result, the keen interest in Hakkas living in round or square earth enclosures will be ignited, and further
exploration into complicated mix of Hakkas’ personalities, withdrawn and outgoing, uncompromising
and diplomatic, conservative and innovative, rough and delicate, introverted and extraverted, carefree
and restless, reckless and precise, will be started. This is the value transcending images that Mr. Hu
Jiaxin communicates via lights and shadows.

Nestling among green mountains and verdant rivers, earth buildings, round or square, are worth
photographing. How to display round and square shapes in a dynamic manner through variation of lights
and shadows is an academic challenge. Mr. Hu Jiaxin, an expert in choosing unique perspectives,
manifests the dust—covered history of earth buildings, the mystery of harmony and long-standing
memory via the changing of colors, crossing of lights and shadows and overlapping of symptoms, proving
his capabilities of wielding materials as an artist. We are able to see a much bigger picture and much
more than what are actually conveyed in the images thanks to his special manifestation mode. We are
more than appreciative for what he has achieved.

Focus is on earth buildings and stories go beyond enclosures. Earth buildings bear immeasurable
memories and conserve numerous dreams of Hakkas. By reading this album, perhaps you will have a
glimpse into it.

(The author is a member of the National Committee of CPPCC and former secretary of the
secretariat of Chinese Writers Association)
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Yongding Hakka Earth Buildings,
Something too Great to Pass up

In the southwestern Fujian Province there is a wonderful and beautiful land. In 1980s, the reform and opening up of China lifted
its mysterious veil. Modest and beautiful as a pastoral maiden, it stuns and obsesses the world; dazzling and splendid as a
luminous pearl in the night, it draws the attention and admiration of the world! Along with the reform and opening up, it has
stepped out of the valley and come into the view of the world, hecoming a famous tourist attraction home and abroad. It is Fujian
earth buildings—Yongding Hakkas earth buildings, a world cultural heritage and national 5A tourist attraction located in
Yongding County.

More than 4,000 years ago, the ancients in central China had already applied rammed earth construction technology into
architectures. After Northern Wei Dynasty (4th Century A.D.), brick structures were widely applied into residential buildings
and rammed earth buildings ebbed. Since Ming Dynasty, the rammed earth walls of Chinese residential buildings have been
replaced with brick walls by and by.



Earth dwellings are carried forward in Yongding County. a native place for Hakkas at the borders of Fujian. Guangdong and
Hangxi provinces, while they were declining in other places of China. Because of the special historical and cultural background
and surrounding natural cirenmstance of Yongding Hakkas. residential buildings construeted of rammed earth sprung up at the
end of Tang Dynasty and the beginning of Song Dynasty. Over the following 1.000—plus vears. earth architecture art that had

lasted thousands of years had continued with continnous improvements and innovation. and reached its perfection.

[herefore, Yongding Hakka earth buildings have hecome the “living fossil” of ancient earth architecture art of Chinese nation.
Nowadays. these earth buildings with various shapes still collectively spread across mountains and forests at the borders of
Fujian. Guangdong and Jiangxi. including Yongding County. They seem to he antique jewelries dotted in history, retaining the

essence ol }lIIIJI.HII 1\ ill/.lllllll .l!ll' W i*l!lllll ol our ancestors,

Fujian Earth Buildings — Yongding Hakka Earth Buildings. constructed with sophisticated architecture skills, are the special
product of the combination of ancient Chinese rammed earth architecture skills and natural and social environment, which inherit

from. develop and innovate ancient earth architecture skills and art. and are of hich historical. artistic. scientific and social

lues.

Surrounded by mountains and rivers and with a well=arranged location. tens of thonsands of Yonading Hakka earth buildinas
completely integrate themselves with the nature. forming a spectacular scene. breathtaking and enchanting. This is not anly the
esult of Hakkas' efforts to carey lorward earth architecture art after they migrated from the Yellow River basin all the wav to settle
i Yongding. but also a miracle of residential architecture unparalleled in the world. As a world eultural heritage, the time

honored. grand. sophisticated and significant Fujian Earth Buildings = Yongding Hakka Earth Buildines are characterized with

the functions of collective hahitation, security and defense. wind and earthquake resistance. temperature mitigation. education.

wid also an enriched enceye In|r~'||!.l scaltered across the fields.
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Chuxi Earth Buildings Cluster

Chuxi Earth Buildings Cluster is located at a mountainside of Chuxi Village.
Xiavang Town, Yongding County. 400~500 meters above sea level. Formed
in Ming Dynasty (early 13th Century A.D.) and lasting till the contemporary
age. the Cluster still retains the ancient traditional lavout. About 100 well-
arranged earth buildings, including 5 round ones, are perfectly merged into
the surrounding mountains, terraced fields and streams, composing a
charming picture. Being known as the most amazing earth buildings cluster.
Chuxi Earth Buildings Cluster is a model of perfect combination and
harmony of people and nature.

Chuxi Earth Buildings Cluster is an important part of Fujian earth
buildings. and was listed into World Heritage List on July 7. 2008.
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Riverin Chuxi

Origin of Chuxi
Chuxiisatempling M.u e for us. not only because of its beauty but also i1s legends

Over 600 vears ago. the {fami of Xu Chane e. the foundine father ol

villagers surnamed Xu of Chuxi e, originally
ed in a place 10-plus kilometers awayv from Chu Village. One dav. Mr. Xu led his family to hunt on the mountain. and
they discovered three deer at a short distance. They sent a hound to chase and then ran after at the behind. They reached

deep into the deserted mountain before thev knew it. and the three deer were nowhere to be seen. They wailed for one day

d one night and no deer came oul
Does the God send those three deer to euide us here [or us to create a new !u“!"- Mr. Xu thoueht. Evervithine seemed 1o
1 oracle. Later. Mr. Xu led his family to this sceni ind livable nlace in spile ol precipitous mountains Hnl \.|Hy-\~.
From then on. this was where they settled and inhabited. and Mr. Xu became the founding father of Xu families in Chuxi

\ suitable name was needed for the newly ereated land. Then, Mr. Xu thought of those three deer. In a flash of wit. he
ided to put the three characters of “lu ( )" tosether to make a new character “eul " . and phrased a name. “Cuxi
)" . by combining the new character with the clear stream nearby. In ancient characters., “ & " is pronounced as
“eu” . with a meaning of “thickness” lhe name “ Cuxi (& 2)" was developed into " Chuxi (#] {5 )" by later
e ns. “Chu (#)" not only shares a similar sound with “Cu )" but also indicate the commemoration of Mr.

\ s confributie in findi this place
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