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Abstract

On the 28" of July, 2009, during his investigation tour in Yunnan, Hu Jingtao,
the former general secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China, made a proposal that Yunnan Province be built into an important gateway for
China to further open itself up southwestwards. Then, on the 6* of May, 2011 came
the rectification and promulgation of the State Council’s document under the rubric of
The State Council’s Guideline for Building Yunnan Province into An Important Gateway for
China to Further Open Up Southwestwards, officially elevating the Gateway Strategy to the
national level. The Gateway Strategy Building is a decision of strategic importance made
by the Party Central Committee on the basis of the latest developments of China’s
internal and external environments, with a focus on reinforcing and reshaping opening
up in the border areas to ensure a healthy and speedy socio-economic development of
Yunnan Province. Ever since, in the face of the tremendous opportunities brought forth
by the Gateway Strategy, the Provincial Party Committee and the Provincial People’s
Government of Yunnan have gone all out to carry the guideline to the letter so as to
advance Yunnan’s development in a scientific, harmonious and transcending manner.
Currently, backed up with intensified input and efficiency—entered efforts, the Strategy
is progressing steadfastly, with the intended effects emerging one after another, fostering
a strong momentum of development. In spite of this, we need to keep up with the pace
of fastchanging national and international situations, seizing new opportunities and
facing new challenges, so that we can make sure that the Strategy is well-coordinated,
pointedly-focused and energetically-geared toward the right direction.

Themed around the implementation of the Gateway Strategy, this Blue Book first
makes a thorough and systemic review of the Strategy’s developments over the past year
from 3 different approaches, gives a dynamic follow-up and in-depth analysis of the key
areas, tough problems and hot issues concerning the implementation of the Gateway
Strategy and then comes up with some prospective, directive and exclusive policy
proposals meant to serve as theoretical support and policy-making reference for the
Gateway Strategy construction.

The Blue Book consists of 3 parts. Part A provides an overview that gives an
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account of the progress achieved over the past year and looks forward to the major trend
that the Gateway Strategy is leading. Part B is a series of special contributions by authors
each focusing on a particular aspect on the Strategy’s top agenda, ranging from gateway
strategy construction and Yunnan’s connectivity with the neighboring countries,
demonstrative zones of ethnic unity and common prosperity in frontier areas, the
creation of bio-diversity treasure banks and eco-security shields in Southwest China to
Yunnan’s foreign economic and trade cooperation facilitated by the Gateway Strategy,
the construction of the Kunming Regional International Financial Center and Yunnan’s
educational reform under the Gateway Strategy construction. Part C is composed of a
series of special contributions analyzing the progress made by the participating prefectures
and municipalities in the Gateway Strategy construction. Besides, some policy proposals

are also contained in this part.
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