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ABOUT THE BOOK

Book Two has the same structure of Book One with fifteen units plus one unit of tests. Each
unit contains four sections: Tactics for Listening; Listening Comprehension; Oral Work and
Supplementary Exercises.

HOW TO USE THE BOOK

Tactics for Listening
In Book Two we will deal with other elements that affect listening comprehension, such as
stress, intonation, tone of the voice and accents.

We express our feelings in various ways. Sometimes we express them directly, but our
feelings can also be shown by the stressed form of certain words or intonation in the speech.
For example, if the stressed form of have is used, with a falling intonation, the speaker can
sound impatient. Often intonation is more important than the words in making a sentence po-
lite in English.

And a strong stress on a word also may give a clue to what the speaker is likely to say. In
the sentence “I’ve never been to the north of Scotland,” with a strong stress on “north” the
speaker may indicate that she has been to other parts of Scotland. The stressed word or words
in the speech may also indicate that the speaker is making a correction or what the listener ex-
actly wants to know. -

In terms of note—takmg, we will focus on exerases hke outhmng and su narizin




Listening Comprehension
Listening Comprehension contains different types of listening materials: conversations, pas-
sages and news.

Vocabulary (words marked with * in the tapescript in the Teacher’s Book) and back-
ground information are given in the Student’s Book.

Students may find some of the passages a little bit difficult, mainly because of the unfa-
miliarity with the topic or vocabulary. In order to help students get familiar with the topic, we
have introduced “Pre-listening Question”. This is sort of warming up exercise. Make sure that
the students understand the meaning of the new words. We think this part of discussion on
topic and vocabulary is important. As we have already said in Book One, background knowl-
edge plays an important role in listening comprehension, we would suggest students read rel-
evant articles or books if they come across an unfamiliar topic.

Oral Work
Retelling is a way to help students produce longer oral presentations. At this stage we would
suggest that the students take notes while listening to the passage. Then with the help of the

notes retell the main content of the passage.

Supplementary Exercises

In this part the student will hear two passages on various topics with integrated listening skill
training exercises. In oral work the students will discuss some questions related to the passages.
The questions are open-ended. The students should give their opinions in a logical, reasonable
and fluent way.

Shi Xinyuan
General Editor
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A strong stress on a word may give a clue to what the speaker is likely to say. The stressed
word or words in the speech may also indicate that the speaker is making a correction. In the

following exercise, the word or digit in bold has the most stress.

1. We haven’t got any in dark blue.
We can’t make it at nine tomorrow.
My telephone number is not 650316009.
I don’t like the black jumper.
He won’t come by the 7:30 train.

@ (In this sentence “dark” is stressed, indicating that they may have some-
thing in other colours.)

2. b (In this sentence “tomorrow” is stressed, indicating it is an inconvenient
day.)

a (In this sentence “0” is stressed, indicating it is a wrong digit.)




4. b (In this sentence “jumper” is stressed, indicating what the speaker dislikes
is not the colour but the article.)

5. b (In this sentence “train” is stressed, indicating the visitor will come by a
different means of transportation.)

Listening and Note-taking

%@ﬂmgcm‘uffy ___________________________

g
|
l
‘I

Teaching Tips

Before the students listen to the whole passage, the teacher should ask them to study the out-
line frame carefully. What are the main ideas or important points for each part? When taking '
notes, the students should be able to organize their notes according to the general headings.

 Tapescript and Key

A: 1. Drive carefully and slowly when pedestrians are about.
2. Three out of four pedestrians killed are either under fifteen or over sixty.
3. Be careful near a parked ice-cream van — children are more interested in
ice-cream than in traffic.
4. When coming to a zebra crossing, be ready to slow down or stop to let people
Cross.

5. You must give way once they have stepped onto a crossing.

B: Drive carefully and slowly when pedestrians are about, particularly in crowded
shopping streets, when you see a bus stopped, or near a parked mobile shop.
Watch out for pedestrians coming from behind parked or stopped vehicles, or
from other places where you might not be able to see them.

Three out of four pedestrians killed or seriously injured are either under
fifteen or over sixty. The young and the elderly may not judge speeds very well,
and may step into the road when you do not expect them. Give them, and the
infirm, or blind, or disabled people, plenty of time to cross the road.

Drive slowly near schools, and look out for children getting on or off
school buses. Stop when signalled to do so by a school crossing patrol showing

a Stop-Children sign. Be careful near a parked ice-cream van — children are

2 | Listening Course (2)



