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NOTRE-DAME DE PARIS
5 5 B

Or rather his whole person was grimace. A
large head bristling with red hair; between his
shoulders an enormous hump, the éffects of
which were also visible in [ront; an assem-
blage of thighs and legs so strangely distorted
that they touched only at the knees and, {rom
the front, looked like two sickle blades joined
at the handle; big feet, monstrous hands; and
with all that deformity a certain air of fear-
some energy, agility, and courage; a strange
exception to the eternal rule which says that
strength, like beauty, results from harmony.
Such was the pope whom the fools had just

given themselves.

He looked like a giant, broken into pieces
and then badly mended.

When this kind of Cyclops appeared at the
entrance to the chapel, motionless, squat,
and almost as broad as he was tall, ‘squared
by the base’ as a great man put it, his sur-
coat, half red, hall violet, sprinkled with sil-
ver bells, and above all his quite perfect ugli-
ness, at once enabled the people to recognize
him, and they cried with one voice:

It's

‘It's Quasimodo, the bell-ringer!

Quasimodo the hunchback of Notre-Dame!
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One-cyed  Quasimodo!  Bandy-legged  Quasi-
modo! Noél! Noél!”

The poor devil clearly had a choice of nick-
names.

*Watch out, any pregnant women!’ shout-
ed the students.

*Or any who want to be,” Joannes put in.
The women were indeed hiding their faces.

*Oh! the ugly monkey,’ said one.

X % %
Quasimodo, object of the uproar, still stood
at the chapel door, sombre and serious, let-

ting them admire him.

[ think,

went up 1o laugh in his face. but came too

A student, Robin Poussepain,
near. Quasimodo contented himsell with sciz-
ing him round the waist and hurling him 1en
yards into the crowd. All without uttering a
word.

5 %

In the huge open space left between the
crowd and the fire, a girl was dancing.

Whether this girl was a human being, a
fairy, or an angel was something that
Gringoire, sceptical philosopher, ironic poct
though he was, could not decide straight
away, so [ascinated was he by the dazzling vi-
sion.

She was not very tall, but her slim figure
stood so bomdly straight that she scemed to be
so. She was dark, but one could see that in
daylight her skin would have the fine golden

glow of Andalusian and Roman women. Her
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small oot oo was Andalusian, for it fitted
both snugly and ecasily into her dainty shoc.
She was dancing, turning, whirling on an old
Persian carpet, thrown down carclessly be-
neath her feety and each time her radiant face
passed before vou as she spun round her great,

dark eyes flashed lightning.

Around her everyone gazed open-mouthed;
and in truth, while she danced like that, to
the thrumming of a tambourine held above her
head by her two pure, shapely arms, slim,
frail, lively as a wasp, with her golden un-
pleated bodice, her brightly coloured dress
swirling out, her bare shoulders, her slender
legs uncovered now and then by her skirt -
her dark hair, her blazing eyves, she was a su-

])L‘I‘l]c’llul‘ill creature.

[ is certain that the spirit atrophics in a de-
feetive body. Quasimodo was scarcely aware
of the blind movements within him of a soul
made in his own image. The impressions
made on him by objects underwent consider-
able refraction before reaching his mind. His
brain was a peculiar medium; the ideas which
passed through it merged all twisted. The re-
flections resulting from such refraction were

inevitably divergent and deviant.

Hence innumerable optical illusions, innu-
merable aberrations of judgement, innumer-
able diversions for his errant thoughts, now

wild, now idiotic.
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The first effect of this [atal organism was 1o
He had

The out- |

disturb the way he looked at things.
almost no dircet perception of them.
side world seemed much further away to him |

than 1o us.

The second effect of his misfortune was to
make him vicious.

He was in fact vicious because he avoided
people; he avoided people because he was ug-
ly. There was a logic in his nature as there is |
in ours. |

His strength, so extraordinarily developed,
* Malus

*The strong

was a further cause of viciousness.
puer robustus’ , says Hobbes.
boy is vicious. ’

Besides, to be fair to him, his viciousness
was perhaps not innate. From his earliest
steps among men he had felt, then seen him-
sell the object of jeers, condemnation, rejec-
tion. Human speech for him always meant
As he grew older he had

He had

He had acquired the general vi-

mockery or curses.
found nothing but hatred around him.
caught it.
ciousness. He had picked up the weapon with
which he had been wounded.

After

only with reluctance.

all this he turned towards’ mankind
His cathedral was suffi-
cient for him. It was peopled by marble fig-
ures, kings, saints, bishops, who at least did
not burst out laughing in his face and looked
on him only with serenity and benevolence.
The other statues, of monsters and demons,
showed no hatred for Quasimodo. He resem-

They kept their
The saints

bled them too closely for that.
mockery rather for other men.

were his friends, and blessed him; the mon-
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sters were his friends, and protected him. So
he would pour out his heart to them at length.
So he would sometimes spend hours at a time
squatting in front of one of these statues, in
solitary conversation with it. If anyone hap-
pened 1o appear, he would flee like a lover
surprised while serenading.
* * *

He had let himself be led and pushed, car-
ried, perched, bound and bound again. All
that could be read on his face was the aston-
ishment of a savage or an idiot. He was
known to be deaf, it was as though he were
also blind.

He was made to kneel on the circular
planks, he let them do it. They stripped him
of shirt and doublet down to his waist, he let
them do it. They trussed him up in a new
system of straps and buckles, he let them
buckle and bind him. He merely snorted noisi-
ly from time to time, like a call with its head
hanging and jolting over the side of the
butcher’s cart.

*The dolt, " Jehan Frollo du Moulin said to
his friend Robin Poussepain (for the two stu-
dents had followed the vietim, as might be ex-
pected); “he doesn't understand any more
than a cockchafer shut up in a box!’

The crowd could not control their mirth
when they saw Quasimodo’s naked hump, his
camel’s chest, his calloused, shaggy shoul-
ders. While all this merriment was going on,
a short sturdy-looking man in the town’s liv-
ery climbed up on to the platform and stood by
the victim. His name ran quickly through the
public. It was Maitre Pierrat Torterue, sworn

torturer of the Chatelet.
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He began by sctting down in one corner of
the pillory a black hourglass, whose upper cup
was filled with red sand which filtered through
o the lower onc. Then he took off his parti
coloured surcoat, and they saw hanging from
his right hand a thin, slender whip of long,
white, shiny. knotted, plaited thongs, armed
with metal hooks. With his left hand he casu-
ally rolled up his shirt sleeve round his right
arm up to the armpit.

Meanwhile Jehan Frollo raised his fair curly
head above the crowd (elimbing on Robin
Poussepain’s shoulders to that end) and cried:
‘Come and look, ladies and gentlemen! They
are about to give a peremptory flogging to
Maitre Quasimodo, bell-ringer to my brother,
Monsicur the Archdeacon of Josas, a weird bit
of oriental architecture, with a dome for a
back, and twisted columns for legs!’

And the crowd laughed, especially the chil-
dren and the girls.

At length the torturer stamped his foot.
The wheel began to turn. Quasimodo stag-
gered in his bonds. The stupefaction suddenly
depicted on his deformed features provoked re-
newed gusts of laughter all round.

Suddenly, just as the rotating wheel pre-
sented  Quasimodo’s  mountainous  back  to
Maitre Pierrat, the latter raised his arm. The
slender thongs hissed sharply through the air
like a bunch of snakes and came down [urious-
ly on the poor wretch’s shoulders.

Quasimodo jerked up as if suddenly roused
from sleep. He was beginning to understand.
He writhed in his bonds; a violent spasm of
surprise and pain distorted the muscles of his

face; but he uttered not a sigh. He merely
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turned his head backwards. to the right, then
to the left, swinging it about like a bull stung
on its flank by a horsefly.

A second blow followed the first. then a
third, and another, continously. The wheel
did not stop turning nor the blows raining
down. Soon the blood spurted, and could be

seen trickling in countless streams over the

hunchback's black shoulders, and the slender }

thongs as they whirled slashing through the

air sprinkled drops of it over the crowd.

Quasimodo had resumed, at least apparent- |

ly, his original impassivity. He had first tried
silently and with no great outward effort 1o
burst his bonds. They had seen his eve blaze,
his muscles tense, his limbs gather them-
selves, and the straps and chains stretch. The
effort was mighty, prodigious, desperate; but
the provostry's old restraints held out. They
Quasimodo  fell

back in exhaustion. The stupefaction written

creaked, and that was all.
on his features gave way to a mood of bitter,
profound dejection. He closed his one eye, let
his head drop on to his chest and looked as if
he were dead.

* * ¥

Quasimodo was dcaf, but he could see
clearly enough, and the people’s fury was
written no less vigorously on their faces than
in their words. Besides, the stones that hit
him explained the laughter.

He stuck it out at first. But gradually his
p.micnce, hardened under the torturer’s whip,
bent and gave way before all these insect
bites. The Asturian bull, unmoved by the
picador’s attacks, is irritated by the dogs and

banderillas.
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He began by looking round the crowd ‘
threateningly. But trussed as he was, his look
was quite unable 1o drive away these flies bit-
ing at his wound. Then he struggled in his
bonds, and his frenzied convulsions made the
old pillory wheel creak on its boards. All that

only inereased the catcalls and jeers.

I'hen the poor wretch, unable 1o burst the
bonds which chained him like a wild animal, |
grew quict again. Only intermittently did a
groan of rage swell every cavity in his chest.
His face showed no sign of shame or blushes.
He was too far from the social state and too
near the state of nature to know what shame
was. Besides, with such a degree of deformi-
ty, is infamy something that can be felt? But
anger, hatred, despair slowly covered that
hideous face with a cloud that grew darker and
darker, full of more and more clectricity
which burst out as incessant lighining flashes
from that Cyclops’ eye.

However, this cloud lightened momentarily
as a mule passed through the crowd with a
priest on its back. At his first distant sight of
this mule and this priest the poor victim's face
softened, the fury contracting it gave way to a
strange smile, full of incffable gentleness,
docility, and affection. As the priest drew
nearer this smile became clearer, more dis-
tinct, more radiant. It was as though the poor
wretch was greeting the arrival of a saviour.
However, just as the mule came close enough
to the pillory for its rider 1o recognize the vie-
tim, the priest dropped his cyes. abruptly
turned back, spurred his mule as though in a

hurry to avoid humiliating recriminations and
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most unwilling 1o be greeted and recognized by
a poor devil in such a situation.

This priest was the archdeacon., Dom
Claude Frollo.

The cloud returned blacker than cver 10
Quasimodo’s brow. The smile still wingled

with it for a time, but now bitter, dejected,
profoundly sad.
Time went by.
abused,
mocked without respite, and almost stoned 1o

death.

Suddenly he struggled again in his chains in

least an hour and a hall, lacerated,

renewed desperation, which shook the whole

framework supporting him, and breaking the
silence which he had obstinately kept so far,
he cried in a hoarse, furious voice, more like a
bark than a human cry, and rising above the
noise of jeers: ‘A drink!’

This exclamation of distress, [ar from ex-
citing compassion, was added entertainment
for the good Parisian people round the ladder
taken in the mass

and who, it must be said,

and as a multitude, were then scarcely less
cruel and less brutalized than that horrible
tribe of truands to whom we have already in-
troduced the reader, and who were quite sim-
ply the lowest stratum of the people. Not one
voice was raised around the unhappy victim
but to mock him for his thirst. Certainly at
that moment he was even more grotesque and
repulsive than pitiable, with his streaming,
purple face, his distraught eye, his mouth
frothing with rage and pain, his tongue hall

lolling out. It must be said too that had there

He had been there for at |
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