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Abstract

For a comprehensive understanding of Chinese citizens’ political participation,
it’s necessary to carry out large-scale survey on subjects such as citizens’ election
participation, policy participation and contact participation. Furthermore, we need
to analyze whether political participation has an impact on citizens’ political
identification. The subject of this book is Chinese citizens’ political participation and
political identification. It reports findings from a survey done in 2012.

The survey is called “Chinese citizens’ political culture” , which was carried out
in 2012 on a nationwide scale. It is a collaborative project by Institute of Political
Science, and Survey and Data Center, both of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS). The results of this survey show that Chinese citizens’national identification,,
development identification, party identification, policy identification, institutional
identification and cultural identification all score rather high However, Hey scored
rather lowon political participation. The results reflect a general picture of “bong on
identification, short on participation”.

The preference in Chinese citizens’ political participation has an impact on their
political identification. Those who prefer election participation have a high level of
political identification. Citizens who prefer civil’ organization participation and policy
participation have a medium level of political identification. Citizens who prefer
participation in rights-defeuse and participation through the internet have a low level
of political identification.

The survey titled *“ Chinese citizens’ political culture” covered different citizen
groups. The results reveal that male citizen’ level of political identification and
participation is higher than female. The level of Minority citizens’ political
identification is higher than Hans, while the difference among different minority
groups is not significant. Urban residents’ political identification level is higher than
rural residents while the difference on participation between the two groups is not

significant. Level of educaton degree makes little difference to both political
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Abstract

identification and participation. But generally, the age factor plays a more significant
role. The results for elderly, middle-aged and young people, show that older citizens
have a higher level of political identification and participation. In addition, the group
of CPC members score higher on political identification and participation than the
Communist Youth League members and litigens with no political affiliation, while
the difference between Communist Youth League members and the politically
unaffiliated is not significant. The survey also finds out that the difference is significant
among groups with different professions, regions and types of organizations. At the
same time, income level does not play a significant role in both political identification

and political participation.
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