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Address

Zhu Weiqun

On the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of the peaceful liberation of Tibet, the Exhibition of Fine Arts Works
Commemorating 60th Anniversary of Peaceful Liberation of Tibet, which is co-sponsored by China Association for
Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture, China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, China Artists Association

and Capital Normal University, is now open. It is a grand event for Tibetan and even the national fine arts circles.

The peaceful liberation of Tibet sixty years ago was a great event of Chinese people’s liberation led by the CPC and also
a great event in the history of Chinese nation’s struggle for national reunification in the past century. It made the liberation
and unification of the mainland China come true. It also paved the way for the democratic reform carried out eight years
later, which led Tibet step into society of socialism directly from that of feudal serfdom. Since then, Tibet, full of vitality,
has stepped on the road of unity, democracy, prosperity and civilization. This great historical process gave us art workers
profound source of life and inexhaustible artistic inspiration. The art works of different paintings, subjects and styles from
Tibetan and even artists nationwide have formed a historical scroll highly unified with nature and humanity, tradition and
reality, struggle and construction. It further stimulates all people in Tibet to create new life and let the people all over China
to knew more about Tibet through paintings and connect their own lives and emotions with Tibet. This scroll expands
aesthetic field, enriches aesthetic forms and brings fresh air for the national artistic circles by way of absorbing unique and

excellent Tibetan traditional culture.

The older generation of Chinese artists entered the snow-covered plateau from the first half of the twentieth century to
introduce sceneries and customs there to the whole country, and then, from the founding of New China, the artists of younger
generations used brushes to reflect changes and rebirth of Tibet, praised new life of Tibetan people and “Old Tibetan Spirit”
of abilities of hard working, fighting, enduring, uniting and dedicating, and made the fine arts become a driving force for
development and progress of Tibet. Since the reform and opening up, the artists of new generation have kept reflecting Tibetan
people’s patriotism and struggle, and, also with a broader perspective, dug treasures in traditional Tibetan culture, explored
influence by rapid changing society to the spiritual life of Tibetan people and searched sprouts in all fields of Tibetan social life.
Tibetan themes in today’s art creations are more lively and various with unlimited prospects. It needs to be explained that the
peaceful liberation of Tibet also has exerted a significant influence on progress and development in Tibetan regions in Sichuan,
Yunnan, Gansu and Qinghai provinces, therefore, this exhibition includes some excellent art works with the theme of other

parts of Qinghai-Tibet plateau.

Tibet is advancing, and no force can stop it. We appeal to more art workers: “Go to the plateau, and find inspiration

and demonstrate talents for new glories of Chinese fine arts”

(Zhu Weiqun, vice-chairman and secretary general of China Association for Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture)
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Address

Zhao Shi

Our motherland is a vast, unified and multinational country with many different and unique local cultures and ethnic
arts. They are colorful flowers in one garden blooming and contending in beauty. Tibetan art is a brilliant and precious flower
in this big garden. Some art forms like Thangka, sculpture and painting of Tibetan Buddhism have been distinctive types
in Tibetan arts and possess great vitality now. The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau with magnificent natural sceneries and places of
historic figures and cultural heritage has been regarded as a holly land to contemporary Chinese artists. The paintings with
theme of Tibet remain an important subject in history for creation and development of modern Chinese arts. Demonstrating
painting works with theme of Tibet, which have unique feature, embody respect to rules of art creation and development,

and the international trend of multi-cultural development of the Chinese nation.

The Exhibition of Fine Arts Works Commemorating 60th Anniversary of Peaceful Liberation of Tibet, which is hosted
by China Association for Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture, China Federation of Literary and Art Circles,
Chinese Artists Association and Capital Normal University, describes developing venation of paintings with theme of Tibet
and Tibetan Nationality in nearly one century, reveals its unique humanistic spirits and artistic values, reviews and sums up
the unique cultural phenomenon of modern Chinese arts, and promotes prosperous development and research on art history
in this field. The arts with theme of Tibet and Tibetan nationality are an important topic of Chinese arts in the 20th century.
The exhibitions focus on magnificent natural sceneries of Tibet, its rich historical and cultural connotation and people’s
spirits for unity and development. This year is the 60th anniversary of peaceful liberation of Tibet, therefore the exhibition is

of value for academic research and artistic popularity, and important social significance as well.

The magical Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, famed for the Roof of the World, is constituted by mountains, rivers, lakes,
grasslands, where nearly ten ethnic peoples live in harmony generation after generation. From the exhibits, we are impressed
with strong art appeal, and read out great changes and outstanding achievements of Tibet from a broader perspective. They
reflect a magnificent scroll that Tibetan peoples build socialist well-off life under the leadership of CPC. The success of this
exhibition will help to deepen mutual understanding among ethnical peoples, enhance unity and promote cultural exchanges
and integration. We hope our artists produce more and better works in the new century and contribute their bit to new
high tide of socialist cultural development. We also hope that the 56 ethnical peoples of Chinese nation build a beautiful

homeland with joint efforts under the leadership of the party and government!

(Zhao Shi, party secretary of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles)
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Preface

Year 2011 is the 60th anniversary of peaceful liberation of Tibet and the 52nd anniversary of democratic reform. For
this, China Association for Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture, China Federation of Literary and Art Circles,
China Artists Association and Capital Normal University co-sponsor the Exhibition of Fine Arts Works Commemorating 60th
Anniversary of Peaceful Liberation of Tibet. The exhibition displays in an artistic way the unique natural sceneries, places of
historic figures and cultural heritage and local customs of the Roof of the World. It also shows Tibet’s tremendous changes in the
past sixty years with the leadership of the CPC and Tibetan people’s unity and hard working for well-off life. It reveals the same
origin and diversified development of Chinese civilization, Chinese peoples in one family, spirits of all united in one purpose and

gratifying achievements in new China’s arts.

Taking Tibet as an important theme of Chinese modern paintings dates back to 1930s and 1940s. Wu Zuoren, Dong
Xiwen and other artists began sketching in Tibet, who vividly reflected true lives of Tibetan people at that time. After funding
of new China, Tibet became an important destination for artists to go to the thick of life and subject to reflect lives of workers,
farmers and soldiers. With full passion, the artists recorded the great historical changes like peaceful liberation of Tiber, liberated
serfs becoming masters. Since the reform and opening up, more and more artists were attracted by magnificent scenery of
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, simple and kind Tibetans, pure and funny customs, and devout and virtuous religious beliefs. The artists
of new China painted and left behind many epic works. Similarly, the local Tibetan artists absorbed nutrients from traditional

arts, explored and innovated to write a new chapter for contemporary arts of Tibet.

This is another large-scale exhibition for fine arts works with theme of Tibet and Tibetan nationality after “Snow-covered
Plateau, Exhibition of Chinese Fine Arts Works™ and “Inspiration of Plateau, Exhibition of Chinese Fine Arts Works” . The
displayed works include best works, which were created in Tibet by some contemporary masters in past April, and some classic
masterpieces with theme of Tibet and Tibetan nationality in Chinese arts history of 20th century. The exhibits elaborate customs
of nationality, dig spiritual connotation, visualize social life, highlight humanity; trace historical memory and depict modern
scenery. With important academic and documentary values, these works orderly and deeply systemize creation with theme
of Tibet in Chinese modern arts history and contemporary arts and establish aesthetic narrative and aesthetic standard. The
spectators can deeply understand local historical, cultural and artistic achievements of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau from the displayed

works and therefore the exhibition is for both popularization and aesthetic education.

The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is a land where more than ten ethnical peoples have lived in harmony generation after
generation. The exhibition is beneficial to sort out historically, systematically and academically the art works with theme of Tibet
and to promote creation of contemporary fine works of Chinese style and integration and harmonious development of multi-
ethnic cultures. With the assistance from the party and the government, people in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is living with improved
life and they are in high spirits, and their culture and art creation are developing with inheriting good traditions of its own. In

these special years, we wish Tibet and Tibetan people a greater development and our motherland more prosperiry!

Wu Changjiang, vice chairman of China Artists Association
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