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Ceremonial Speech

The Ningxia Museum and Guizhou Provincial Museum co-hold the “Rainbow-colored and Silver
Ornamented Costumes - Exhibition of Folk-custom of Minorities in Guizhou” and will be displayed in
Ningxia Museum. The display is one of series exhibition of Western Minorities’ Cultural Relics, which is
planned and hold since the museum free open to the public. Due to these exhibitions, the home of Hui

nationality in Ningxia is decorated more gorgeous, and national flavor is stronger than ever.

Guizhou Province lies in southwest of China. It is a place of picturesque scenery, pleasant weather,
diversified peoples, rich resources, and great potential development. For the mountains in Guizhou, peaks
rise one higher than another with green forest and straight trunks of trees; as for water in Guizhou, rivers
follow their wandering course, soft and charming, running without pause; Caohai in Guizhou is known as
“shinning peal on the plateau”, and wide green waves look like jasper. The beautiful mountains and rivers -
nourish simple and creative Guizhou people. It’s like an enveloped treasure basin that aboriginal national

culture condensed minorities” hardworking and wisdom can be preserved, developed and spread.

The exhibits displayed in the exhibition are more than 600 pieces minorities’ costumes and silver
ornaments carefully chosen from over 20000 pieces cultural relics in Guizhou Provincial Museum. They are
masterpieces of the Guizhou Provincial Museum, as well as the real presentation of whole staff’s studying
results for more than 10 years, which are more intuitively and vividly enriched the display platform of
Ningxia Museum. I should like to mention that the Curator Lee Qianbin found time in the midst of his work
and wrote the special article for the book, which raises the academic level of the exhibition and opens the

audience’s appreciation view. This is really the essence of the book and has the guiding significance.

The simple, beautiful, colorful, mysterious, unrestrained, and vigorous minorities’ national flower of
Guizhou will be opened along with the flower of Ningxia in the northern place with delicate southern
scenery. I also hope that Ningxia Museum and Guizhou Provincial Museum will provide us with a new
opportunity to enhance western regional cooperation and realize resource sharing on cultural relics and sing
the harmonious national song. In the end, I express my sincere appreciation to all staffs of Ningxia Museum

for providing great support to the exhibition, and I wish the exhibition will be successful.

Curator of Ningxia Museum

Li Jinzeng
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Ceremonial Speech

Guizhou is a multinational province. From ancient times, 17 indigenous minorities live and multiply on this
land, i.e. Miao, Buyi, Dong, Shui, Gelao, Yi, Tujia, etc. The population of minorities in Guizhou is about 14
million, accounting for 36.7% of the total population of the province. For this reason Guizhou has been paid
great attention at home and abroad for its rich national cultural resource and diversified national cultural
relics. Besides, Guizhou has rich immaterial cultural heritages, especially those prevailed in Central Plains

and eventually disappeared cultural items in history ate still handed down from generation to generation.

Guizhou is also a “big province of costume”. Taking Miao people for example, there are over 100 branches
in Guizhou wearing different costumes. Besides, Dong, Buyi, Shui, Yi people are also in similar condition.
The textiles of minorities in Guizhou are really exquisitely made. No matter from workmanship, artistry, and

culture, it is outstanding among minorities all over the world.

Since 1950s, we started to collect national cultural relics. Over 600 pieces (sets) of exhibits are meticulous
picked out from 20000 sets housed in our museum. Each set of costume and each piece of sleeve are all
intelligence gathering of minority women of Guizhou. Each piece of silver ornament and each “Beishan”
(tools of carrying child used by minority women) are all revealed profound culture and unique striking art

form.

Under the current free and open situation, introducing exhibition is more and more becoming an important
way of getting in touch with wide audience. Through constant introducing exhibitions, the characteristic
culture and cultural relics of different countries, regions and nations are gathered in one place for audience to
appreciate without outing. This is the advantage of museums creating and providing spiritual nourishment
and cultural feast, as well as playing a big role in connecting with the age and serving the society while
propagating culture. \

We are really appreciated for Ningxia Museum in line with the principle of cultural pluralism providing a
display platform to exhibit national cultural relics of Guizhou in Ningxia. We also wish, after the exhibition,
the cultural exchange between the two museums can be promoted and enhanced, and mutual understanding
between peoples of the two provinces can be furthered, as well as valuable contribution to national

unification between peoples of two provinces can be made.

I wish the exhibition will be successful.

Curator of Guizhou Provincial Museum

Li Qianbin
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Preface

Guizhou, in the south-west of China, is a piece of magical land. Here has well-preserved ecological natural
scenery and rich ethnic customs. There are 17 ancient nationalities living here for generations, such as Miao,
Buyi, Dong, Tujia, Yi, Gelao, Shui, Hui, Bai, She, Yaq, Mulam, Zhuang, Menggu, Man, Maonan, Qiang, etc.
Numerous nationalities, long history, diversified culture, and relatively closed regional environment make
Guizhou have brilliant cultural background and colorful culture, among which costume is the most typical
one. Minorities’ costumes in Guizhou Province have preserved features of past dynasties. Its diversified
plastic arts, new style of ornament, perfect craftsmanship, and rich cultural connotation are rarely seen in the
world costume culture. The design and symbols on costumes recording national history, Totem Adoration

and legend make costume become rare no-word ancient records.

The exhibition display culture of minorities’ costume in Guizhou in multi-plane and multi-orientation,
mainly involved minorities’ suits and their craftwork in Guizhou and displayed with pictures and images
of natural scenery and ethnic customs. Over 600 pieces of beautiful minorities’ costumes and ornaments not
only make audience understand minorities’ natural, harmonious, industrious and unsophisticated work
and living in Guizhou and mysterious and strong archaic culture, but also attain beneficial experience and

pleasing enjoyment.
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