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Cats in America
E@EeVSE

AR
furry ['farri] adj. BB, ZEEHEH
extremist [iks'trizmist] n. HmEXHE, TESF
purr [pa] v. WMy

y
LISTENING

I. Guided Note-taking

About American Pet Cats

Their numbers (1)

How they are treated  They live (2)
They do not (3)
They are treated like (4)




LISTENING COMPREHENSION DRILLS

How the care of cats becomes a big business

They wait for their owners (5)

Some costly cats take part in (6)

Cat-owners buy tons of (7)

They buy for the cats (8)

They buy for themselves jewelry & clothes with (9)

They bury their dead cats in (10)

Time humans spent with cats (11)

Earliest cat owners probably (12)

in U.S.A.

How cats were treated

The small house cat was (13)

In ancient Egypt, anyone killing a cat could be (14)

Early American cats had to (15)

Some cats were suspected of (16)

Why cats are popular as pets

They give the owners (17)
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They need less (18)

They suffer less from (19)

They are more (20)

Criticisms of cats

They lack (21)

They stay with people only (22)

Il. Comprehension Test

:
:
£
7

TRUE OR FALSE?

1. Traditionally the cat is man’s best friend.

[ ]

2. American house cats outnumber pet dogs by 2
million.

3. Costly cats take part in competitions.

4. Cats were treated like fairy kings and queens.
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5. There were house cats as far back as 8,000 years

ago.
6. Cats in ancient Egypt were often punished and killed.
[ ]

7. Black cats are evil.

8. Dogs don’t like to leave their owners.

SHORT QUESTIONS

9. In what way is the care of cats a big business?

10. Where did American house cats come from?

11. How do people explain the Americans’ preference of cats to

dogs?
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Cats in America
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An old expression says, “Man’s
best friend is his dog.” Today,
however, it seems that cats have re-
placed dogs as the most popular pets

in American homes.

Americans have more than 62 mil-
lion pet dogs. But even more cats —
more than 64 million — live in Ameri-

can homes.

These pet cats may have long hair
or short hair. They are different col-
ors and sizes. Some are costly ani-
mals that take part in competitions.
Many more are common American

mixtures of several kinds of cats.

Most house cats live a good life.
They are not expected to work for their
food. Instead, they rule their homes like
furry kings and queens. They wait for
their owners to serve them.
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Americans are increasingly serious
about their cats. These concerns have

made the care of cats into big business.

Each year, cat owners buy tons of
food especially prepared for cats.
They buy toys and other equipment.
They buy jewelry and clothes for
themselves with images of cats on
them. Some owners even bury their

dead pets in special burial grounds.

Humans have loved and respected
cats for centuries. Scientists have evi-
dence that cats and people lived to-
gether as long as 8,000 years ago. The
small house cat was once a highly
honored animal. In ancient Egypt, for
example, people who killed a cat could
be punished by death.

Early in American history cats were
not treated as gods, however. They
probably arrived in the United States
with settlers and traders from Europe.
These cats worked. They killed rats

and mice.
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Sometimes, Americans mistreated
their cats. During the early days of
the nation, religious extremists be-
lieved that some cats were working
for the devil. Black cats were espe-

cially suspected of being evil.

Later, American families who had
enough food began taking cats into
their homes. People cared for the cats
because the animals gave them
pleasure. The cats thanked people for
feeding them by making a purring
sound. This pleasant noise usually

means a cat is happy.

Animal experts offer several rea-
sons why cats have become so popular
as house pets. They say cats need less
care than dogs. And cats do not seem
to suffer as much as dogs from being

alone if the owners are away.

Still, millions of other people do not
like cats at all. They say dogs are bet-
ter and more loving pets. They say
cats do not have much feeling. They
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believe cats stay with people only to be
fed. Cat owners defend their pets against
such criticism. They say cats are just

much more independent than dogs.

A student of animal medicine ex-
plains the situation this way: Dogs
follow you around. They want you to
talk to them and play with them a lot
of the time. Cats like more space and
more privacy. This does not mean

they do not love their owners.
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Cloning Pigs
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cell [sel] n. 4, #T
clone [kloun] v. EHEHE, T
transplant [trens'plant]  v. B, B
therapeutics [Oero'pjuitiks] n. AIT¥, STk
fetus ['firtas] n. fiJL
pregnancy ['pregnansi] n. Ha
piglet ['piglit] n. /p
kidneys ['kidniz] n. B K
N 4
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I. Guided Note-taking

The new experiment:

Scientists’ achievements: They have produced (1) :

Significance: This is the first time (2)

Application: The methods could be used to make genetically-
changed pigs whose organs could (3)

Sponsor: The (4) company PPL Therapeutics.
Methods: Details of the methods used were (5)

Process: It is (6) that used to pro-
duce Dolly the sheep.

Goal: To produce animals with cells and organs (7)

Market needs: Thousands of people around the world need
(8)

Tests on the piglets: The results show that genetic material in

blood removed from the piglets is (9) ,

while the genes were (10)

Goal of future tests: To (11) so that
(12)




