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% A Dispute

Two women sitting in the same
compartment of an older train were locked
in a heated argument over the window. One
of them wanted it up and the other wanted it
down.

In the end the conductor was called
in to settle the dispute. “If the window
is up, I won’t be able to breathe. I'll
suffocate.” said one. “If the window is
down, I'll catch my death of cold.” said the
other. Understandably, the conductor was
perplexed.

“Well now, I think the pair of them
should be willing to compromise,” suggested
a businessman who had been forced to spend
the entire journey standing up. “Why don’t
we first have the window up and suffocate
No. 1, and then have it down to kill off No.
2?7 And after that perhaps we’ll all get some
peace and quiet!”
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@"{r‘ That Man Knows the Future

Nasreddin was cutting a branch of a
tree in his garden. While he was sawing,
another man passed in the street. He stopped
and said, “Excuse me, but if you continue to
saw that branch like that, you will fall down
with it.” He said this because Nasreddin
was sitting on the branch and cutting it at a
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place between him and the trunk of the tree.
Nasreddin said nothing. He thought, “This is
some foolish person who has no work to do
and goes about telling other people what to
do and what not to do.” The man continued
on his way. Of course, after a few minutes,
the branch fell and Nasreddin fell with it.
“My God!” he cried. “That man knows the
future!” and he ran after him to ask how long
he was going to live. But the man had gone.
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i The Gift

Gopal Bhand was once taken to court by
a man who claimed that he owned the land
on which Gopal’s house stood.

Gopal had the documents to prove that
he owned the land but he knew that the judge
who was to try the case was corrupt and
could be bought. Gopal decided to take a gift
for the judge.

At the hearing, the complainant stated
his case and then taking out a fat wallet from
one pocket transferred it to another in a slow
and deliberate manner. The judge understood.
He looked at Gopal as if to ask him if he
could match the offer.

In answer, Gopal patted his own pocket.
The judge was pleased to see that it was
bulging. He could make out the outlines of
two large objects in it and he felt sure they
were gold ornaments.

He gave a verdict in Gopal’s favour
and called him to his chambers. Gopal went
round to the judge’s chambers and began to
thank him for deciding the case in his favour.
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But the judge cut him short with an impatient
gesture of his hand.

“The gift.” he snapped. “Give me
whatever you have brought for me!”

Gopal took out two large stones from
his pocket and gave them to him.
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@ Master of the Game

An old man who lived in a small side
street in the city of Mumbai had to put up
with the nuisance of having boys play cricket
outside his house, at night.

One evening when the boys were
particularly noisy, he went out to talk to
them.He explained that he was a pensioner
who was happiest when he could see or hear
boys playing his favorite game, cricket. He
said he would give them 25 rupees each
week to play in the street at night. The boys
were thrilled. They were being paid to do
something they enjoyed!

At the end of the first week they

.......................................................



