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Barack Obama — The First African American President
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Barack Obama (born August 4, 1961) is the 44th and current President of the
United States. He is the first African American to hold the office. Obama pr—éviously
served as a United States Senator from Illinois, from January 2005 until he resigned
after his election to the presidency in November 2008.

A native of Honolulu, Hawaii, Obama is a graduate of Columbia University
and Harvard Law School, where he was the president of the Harvard Law Review.
He was a community organizer in Chicago before earning his law degree. He
worked as a civil rights attorney in Chicago and taught Constitutional Law at the
University of Chicago Law School from 1992 to 2004.

Obama served three terms in the Illinois Senate from 1997 to 2004. Following
an unsuccessful bid against a Democratic incumbent for a seat in the U.S. House
of Representatives in 2000, he ran for United States Senate in 2004. Several events
brought him to national attention during the campaign, including his victory in
the March 2004 Democratic primary and his keynote address at the Democratic
National Convention in July 2004. He won election to the U.S. Senate in November
2004. His presidential campaign began in February 2007, and after a close campaign
in the 2008 Democratic Party presidential primaries against Hillary Rodham Clinton,
he won his party’s nomination. In the 2008 general election, he defeated Republican
nominee John McCain and was inaugurated as President on January 20, 2009.

As President, Obama signed economic stimulus legislation in the form of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in February 2009. Other domestic policy

initiatives include the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, a major piece
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of health care reform legislation which he signed into law in March 2010, and the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, which forms part
of his financial regulatory reform efforts, which he signed in July 2010. In foreign
policy, Obama gradually withdrew combat troops from Iraq, increased troop levels
in Afghanistan, and signed an arms control treaty with Russia. On October 8, 2009,
Barack Obama was named the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

Obama tried to quit smoking several times over the years and has used nicotine
replacement therapy. In June 2010, during a congratulatory phone call to presi;ient-
elect Benigno Aquino of the Philippines, Obama told Aquino that he had quit and
would offer advice on how to stop smoking when Aquino was himself ready for

that step.
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~ Hillary Rodham Clmton — United States Secretary of State
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Hillary Rodham Clinton (born October 26, 1947) is the 67th United States
Secretary of State, serving in the administration of President Barack Obama.
She was a United States Senator for New York from 2001 to 2009. As the wife
of the 42nd President of the United States, Bill Clinton, she was the First Lady of
the United States from 1993 to 2001. In the 2008 election, Hillary was a leading
candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination.

A native of Illinois, Hillary attracted national attention in 1969 for her remarks
as the first student commencement speaker at Wellesley College. She embarked on
a career in law after graduating from Yale Law School in 1973. Following a stint
as a Congressional legal counsel, she moved to Arkansas in 1974 and married
Bill Clinton in 1975. Hillary cofounded the Arkansas Advocates for Children and
Families in 1977 and became the first female chair of the Legal Services Corporation
in 1978. Named the first female partner at Rose Law Firm in 1979, she was twice
listed as one of the 100 most influential lawyers in America. First Lady of Arkansas
from 1979 to 1981 and 1983 to 1992 with husband Bill as Governor, she successfully
led a task force to reform Arkansas’s education system.

In 1994 as First Lady of the United States, her major initiative, the Clinton
health care plan, failed to gain approval from the U.S. Congress. In 1997 and 1999,
Hillary played a role in advocating the creation of the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program, the Adoption and Safe Families Act, and the Foster Care
Independence Act. Her years as First Lady drew a polarized response from the

American public. The only First Lady to have been subpoenaed, she testified before
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a federal grand jury in 1996 due to the Whitewater controversy, but was never
charged with wrongdoing in this or several other investigations during her husband's
administration. The state of her marriage was the subject of considerable speculation
following the Lewinsky scandal in 1998.

After moving to the state of New York, Hillary was elected as a U.S. Senator
in 2000. That election marked the first time an American First Lady had run for
public office; Hillary was also the first female senator to represent the state. In the
Senate, she initially supported the Bush administration on some foreign policy
issues, including a vote for the Iraq War Resolution. She subsequently opposed the
administration on its conduct of the war in Iraq and on most domestic issues. Senator
Hillary was reelected by a wide margin in 2006. In the 2008 presidential nomination
race, Hillary won more primaries and delegates than any other female candidate in
American history, but narrowly lost to Senator Obama. As Secretary of State, Hillary

became the first former First Lady to serve in a president's cabinet.
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