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Notes on Rafter End Plates
Zhong Xiaoqing
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Abstract: Eaves were often highly decorative
in  traditional Chinese  wood-structure
buildings. Literature of the Han Dynasty
contained descriptions of jade decorations
on rafter tails (bi dang, or jade end plates).
Pottery decorations for rafter tails were
unearthed domestically and abroad, which
were called rafter end plates or rafter tiles
and were dated to Chinese Southern
Dynasties. Yingzao Fashi, the most
authoritative book of architecture protocols in
the Song Dynasty, contained clauses on
wooden rafter end plates. However, painted
rafter tails were all we can see today on
existent buildings of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties. Based on available visual
materials, unearthed objects and literature,
the author of this article tried to discuss the
pattern, size and protocols of decorations for
rafter tails in the Northern Wei and Southern
and Song Dynasties.

Key Words: rafters, rafter end plates
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Another Discussion on the

Method of Dimensioning of Great
Timber Structure of Yuhuagong,
Yongshousi, Yuci County

Liu Chang Xu Yang
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Abstract: In the 27" wolume of History of
Architecture, Doctor Duan Zhijun pulished his
research Research on Method of Plan
Measurements of Wood Structure of
Yuhuagong of Yongshousi, using simple
arithmetic method of comparing relative index
of measurements to possible inference of
dimension converted to chi. Based on further
investigations into the existent materials of
survey on Yuhuagong of Yongshousi by the
Society for Research in Chinese Architecture,
the article rediscovers hints in the photos
and manuscripts which reflect the
geometrical bounds that regulate the design
of the great wood structure and Dougong in
particular. The article further endeavors to
interpret the original architectural design and
to decide the length of original construction

ruler. On both research methodology and

conclusion, the author wants to share different
ideas with Mr. Duan.

Key Words:
Geometry Design of Dougong,

Yuhuagong of Yongshousi,
Dimension
Design of the Great Wood Structure, Length of

Design-construction Ruler
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