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81/87/2001

Dear Zhu Ye

I heve just received your comments snd questlons
concerning White Noise snd of course I understsnd
the problems such @ novel would .pose for s
trenslstor. I appreciste the time snd the intensity
of effort you've devoted {o this enterprise. Also,
I enjoyed your story sbout Clorets and I tracked
down my source of the Lso Tse quote. I thought

you ought to have it even if you've found 8

ussble source elsewhere. The quote comes from

The Oxford Book of Death, edited by DJ Enright snd
published by Oxford U. Press in 1983. On page 223,
the following fragment sppesrs, from the Tao te ching,
trenslsted by Witter Bynner.

Hendle & large kingdom with es gentle 2 touch
as if you were cooking smell fish.

1f you menege people by letting them slone,

Ghosts of the desd shall not heunt you.

Not that there sre no ghosts

But thst their influence becomes propitious.

In the sound existence of s living man:

There is no difference between the quick end the desd,

They are one chsnnel of vitslity.

The title. There sre white noise devices that produce
o kind of humming sound in which the intensity is the
geme at sll frequencies. Such a device is designed

to protect e person from other distirscting or
annoying sounds -- street noises, sircraft ete,



"Uniform snd white" ag the text says. Jack and
other chsracters sssociate this phenomenon with the
experience of dying. A state in.which things are in
perfect balsnce, perhsps, The title slso refers
generally to all the unhesrd (or "white") noiges
zermimby ond other kinds of informstion routinely
engulfing the charecters in the took -- radio, TV,
microwsve trsnsmissions, ultrsgsonic spplisnces etc.

Msny thanks for your efforts end I hope my
regponses will be helpful,

Regards

Don Delillo
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b E—HEENE(EENERY) XX TI971E, AIEET
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BRERAERDMRNESES, R, CHEANE - RE—
MIFR L EEBRIT#EE, REENW “RTFFR—FARHKR”,
EERFMRFARNREER TR R FR; S BEBERT—HR
MET, WOAANE” it e x—REEN, IS B EfREY
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T REWETWH QAT IFHEIEAMEEEE HH T E R &
WX FEERXKESATNX—FE, BRI S TAA
EXRBAAHBN RFERG RTEMT, FRARGARTLTER
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To B, BEFWHRFHLY - REFEAN, (BEF) TUFAN

“(ET-2H" (The American Book of the Dead),
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