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% ny  years, the gymnasts of China have entered 3
it %?( ﬁ’!nﬁs‘*tf‘tﬁ&rnat}omaﬁcompetlth and their . N ) ;
performance has been improving contmuou‘g' In 1974 '5'"'“\"?'“““:"zi’v”"“\i‘;’ﬁﬁ?.,_:ﬁ':\;é.?ﬁ;w;}_} . Mﬁ

and 1978, they got 18 gold medals at the 7th and 8th Asian
Games and predominates over the other As countries.
In 1980, China took part in the World C Gymnastics
Competition for the first time and got 2 gold medals and a
bronze one. At the international competitions they entered
in 1981, the Chinese gymnasts got old medals. And in
the first half of the year 1982, they &alread garnered 43
gold medals. All these signify that the standard of China’s
gymnastics is rising rapidly and the monopoly by the Eastern
Europeans and the Japanese in world gymnastics is now
being challanged.
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Li Yuejiu

Male, 24, native of Yinghou city,
Liaoning  province. Nick named
“Little Somersault King" in child-
hood. Made his debut in 1974 at the
World Middle School Student Games
held in West Germany and captured
men’s all-round title. At 21st World
Gymnastics Championships held in
Moscow, 1981, performed his own
creation the '720° swing'’ somer-
sault and was awarded 9.95 points
to become world champion in the
floor exercise event.
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Li Ning
Male, 19, native of Liuzhou city,
Guangxi. One of the top-players
of the national gymnastic team.
National  junior floor exercise
champion at the age of 10. Gold
medal winners of the rings, pommelled
horse, and floor exercise at 1981 .
World University Games. Individual
all-round champion and winner of 3

individual titles at Hawaii Inter-
national Gymnastics Championships.
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