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A comparison of Academic and General Training Reading Modules

Academic General Training
. ¢ Three passages from notices,
* N , X
E;r.::uza::igj:sﬁ:n rr:agaznnes heaks advertisements booklets, magazines,
Reading ] . p P timetables, books. journals or
* Topic of general interest
Passage . newspapers etc.
4 At least one passage presents a detailed . . -
. ¢ Passages focus on social survival, training
logical argument . .
survival and general reading
Time allowed | 60 minutes 60 minutes
Number of
" 4 .
questions 40 questions 0 questions
4 Multiple choice ¢ Multiple choice
Format of 4 Short answer ¢ Short answer
questions 4 Matching (of paragraph) € Matching (of information)
4 True/False/Not given ¢ True/False/Not given
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KRB LB M A AR RS A BT A 5T iR . W0 National Geographic . New
Scientist ,Financial Times . The Economist ,Popular Science .Scientific American %5 ,
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. Multiple choice (£ 1E#:58)

Short answer (A58

Completing sentences (52 a] T 55

Summary (FEHZEE)

Completing a table, a flow chart or a diagram (52 % [& 2 5)
Matching (g X&)

Classification (4325551)

True/False/Not Given or Yes/No/Not Given (“J2&3EJ5” ¥ b7 i )
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What reading skills are tested in IELTS Academic Reading?
This is a test of reading comprehension in a general academic context. The texts used and

the skills tested are intended to reflect the target language needs of undergraduate and
postgraduate students, without bias for or against students of any particular discipline.
Candidates may have to.

« identify the writer’s overall purpose. target audience, sources etc.

* identify and follow key arguments in a text

» identify opinions and attitudes as opposed to facts

* locate specific information

= read for detailed information

* extract relevant information

« distinguish the main idea from supporting details

* recognise key points for a summary

« group pieces of information in a text in accordance with salient criteria
* extract information from a prose text to put into a diagrammatic representation
* make inferences

« use correct spelling and correct grammar in their answers

How do we read text?

In everyday life we use different strategies or approaches to read different texts. Sometimes
we read quickly, skimming for general ideas or scanning for a specific point. Sometimes we
read slowly, trying to gain a detailed understanding. How we read depends on the text—its
length, its type—and our purpose in reading it.

What is skimming?

When we skim a text we read very quickly. We just look at the headings and subheadings
and the first lines of each section or paragraph. We also notice the key words that are
repeated throughout the text. Our purpose is to understand the gist—the general idea of the

@ HER SR C H HESE B 7 R R A



text. Skimming is a useful strategy to use throughout IELTS Academic Reading.

What is scanning?

When we scan a text we are looking for a specific piece of information or specific words.
We ignore information that is not relevant to our purpose. Scanning is a useful strategy to
apply when the questions ask for specific factual information. It is also a useful strategy to
use to find the section of a text about which a question is asked.

What is reading for detail?
When we read for detail we read every word in a text and think carefully about the meaning

didate must skim or

of every sentence. It is often necessary in IELTS Academic Reading to xead a certain section
of a text in detail in order to answer a question correctly. Usually {

\

scan the text first to find the right section and then, having found:ﬁs redevant section, read

Q \
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1. Identification of Writer’s Views,/Claims or of Information in a Text (&3 T3 ¥ri5)
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2. Matching (Bt} 30)

BRIRMEZHE AL EUTFERELER R TEETBEAHZ N ETEENE
BN . BARE AR B AT SURFAE S ED AT -5 5 B a2 0, (H B IE VR 38 8 B0 B At
TEERELE—EIET e R LA BB, B ARG A B —Fh B AR,

3. Locating (paragraph) Information (E% %4075 % {ii55)

VT PRAERAR 78 BRE—F & SCH T ICEC B R B H , (1 T8 B BTt i B9 CE AR B4
TR AXSFRAE, RIEF 403515 B 5 KEF B TREH 58, ;X L4 S 80 X B 7 % #E
B, Xof 58] 5 R BE B SR AL 1 » A5 BRI, R A TR R B PR ) —FF

4. Classification (432550

MIMERI LK B BT A S B A —Fh AR, R BRI R 3 X ELANFITH
TR ERN 3 3] 4 KT Z B AT R, B4 FIR KB LA T E I A, % KB 40
77 _E AT AR, Z B EARIRE .

5. Summary Completion (I3 4452 E2s )

Xof 42 30 K S B SRy R AR T BB 2 % 4% B B — Pl 32 15 SRR, 4% 05 800 B R (R H i
B R RELFE R X NICE, HZE S B UFEEFEMY . /P KRR SR,
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6. Choosing Headings for Paragraphs or Sections of a Text (E&y& f & &)

R MR R EERE BB H ks, & P R B T B s £ 80U A R RE
71, LA KRB B S X N A HEATHEAE . XT38 AT 5 . XS A AH Y ME R ) — Fh s ARy,

7. Labelling a Diagram which has Numbered Parts ([&#rfriE )

R ERARAIR , B AT B W R S RIS BU(E B 22, B AR s B S B
Bk Bkl . A D R X 25 (8] B AR 2 B Y vR) B R i vk O SRR

8. Short-answer Questions (] % [2] % f57)

T — R A 58 B P 3k S (0] /) TR - B0BR 1 A [ 28 R S AR T 2K, 25 Ak b Z0 A 50K (]
A% 5 SCEEAH AL B ) R IR ARXT I o 5 T G SCE R By . BRI b, X = 0 ) o4 45 ) i At
CEAF B AL BB, B8 B %L .

9. Sentence Completion (52 /a] F&i)

BT R I R AR 5 A — PP B AR , 7 SEAARBLA T SO #4785 B L RE |, 458 Fre 1
2 IR FLE B S e A R SCF RN M R M HE DA L.

10. Multiple Choice (&)

BRFEZ R GAR Z — , 7 B rh 1 S AR Y H R I 0 AU 8k 5 HoAt
TR LB, B T S —Z MR R L B K. WREBR R, (B 5%
AT {5 B R T 4 B AR AT TS B R HEBRBE A .

11. Tablet Completion (JE )

SR ) R A T B A R B, U R AN 5 , 5 B A o [R) SR AU B A PR S A S A RE
B, WEEW RME B AL LEFHFEEX LT,

£ T —T o, AT B BT E 7 % R 2k > R E 48 L) R EEe RE .



CHERR B TR

Sample Academic Reading A: Questions
You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, which are based on Reading
Passage .

Questions 1-7

Reading Passage 1 has seven sections, A-G.

Choose the correct heading for each section from the list of headings below .
Write the correct number, i-x , in boxes 1-7 on your answer sheet.

List of Headings
i @ brings temporary improvements _

ii  The increasing speed of suburban development
iii Aic interest
iv The wm environmental extremes on city planning

v The first campaigns for environmental change

vi Building cities in gg;;gguake Zones
vii The g_f[ggi of global warmingon Cltles

viil Adaptlng areas surrounding cities to provide resources
ix _Removing the unwanted by-products of city life

x  Providing health information for city dwellers

a—

Section A
Section B
Section C
Section D
Section E
Section F
Section G

N N R W N -
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US City and Natural Environment

While\gl't/igs and their metropolitan areas have always interacted with and shaped the

natural environment, it is hat historians have begun t% copsider this

relationship. During our own time. the tension between natural and urbanized areas has

increased., as the spread of metropolitan populations and urban land uses has reshaped
and destroyed natural landscapes and environments.

The relationship between the city and the natural environment has actually been
circular, with cities having(@on the natural environment. while the natural
environment, in turn, has profoundly shaped urban configurations. Urban history is filled
with stories about how city dwellers contended with the forces of nature that threatened
their lives. Nature not only caused many of the annoyances of daily urban life, such as
bad weather and pests. but it also gave rise to natural disasters and catastrophes such
as floods, fires, and earthquakes. In order to protect themselves and their settlements
against the forces of nature, cities built many defences including flood walls and dams,
earthquake-resistant buildings. and storage places for food and water. At times, such
protective steps sheltered urbanites against the worst natural furies, but often their own
actions—such as building under the shadow of volcanoces, or in earthquake-prone
zones—exposed them to danger from natural hazards.

City populations require food, water., fuel, and construction materials, while urban
industries need.natural materials for production purposes. In order to fulfil these needs,

urbanites increasing| to reach ,f r bexg.r}gc_me_i_r pgupgaries;;\\\ln the nineteenth

century, for instance, the demands of city dwellers for food produced rings of garden

farms around cities. In the twentieth century, as urban populations increased, the
demand for food drove the rise of large factory farms. Cities also require fresh water
supplies in order to exist—engineers built waterworks. dug wells deeper and deeper
into the earth looking for groundwater, and dammed and diverted rivers to obtain water
supplies for domestic and industrial uses. In the process of obtaining water from distant
locales, cities often transformed them, making deserts where there had been fertile
agricultural areas.

Urbanites had to_seek locations to dispose of the wastes they produced. Initially, they
placed wastes on sites within the city, polluting the air, land, and water with industrial
and domestic effluents. As cities grew larger, they disposed of their wastes by



transporting them to more distant locations. Thus, cities constructed sewerage systems
for domestic wastes. They usually discharged the sewage into neighbouring waterways,
often polluting the water supply of downstream cities.

The air and the land also became dumps for waste disposal. In the late nineteenth
century, coal became the preferred fuel for industrial, transportation, and domestic
use.\Blﬁxvﬁi—lg providing an inexpensive and plentiful energy supply, coal was also very
dirty. The cities that used it suffered from air contamination and reduced sunlight, while
the cleaning tasks of householders were greatly increased.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. reforme demanding urban
environmental cleanups and Eublicéealtaimprovements. Women’s groups often took
the lead in agitating for clean air and clean water., showing a greater concern than men
in regard to quality of life and health-related issues. The replacement of the horse, first
by electric trolleys and then by the car, brought about substantial improvements in
street and air sanitation. The movements demanding clean air, however, and reduction
of waterway pollution were largely unsuccessful. On balance, urban sanitary conditions
were probably somewhat better in the 1920s than in the late nineteenth century, but the
cost of improvement often was the exploitation of urban hinterlands for water supplies.,
increased downstream water pollution, and growing automobile congestion and
pollution.

In the decades after the 1940s. city environments guffered from heavy.pollytion as they

sought to cope with increased automobile usage. pollution from industrial production,
new varieties of chemical pesticides and the wastes of an increasingly consumer-
oriented economy. Cleaner fuels and smoke control laws largely freed cities during the
1940s and 1950s of the dense smoke that they had previously suffered from. Improved

urban air quality resulted largely from the substitution of natural gas and oil for coal and

—

the replacement of the steam locomotive by the diesel-electric. H

great
increases in automobile usage in some larger cities produced the new_phenomenon of

\8;@39‘, and_ air pollution replaced smoke as a major concern.

During these decades. the suburban out-migration, which had begun in the nineteenth
century with commuter trains and streetcars and accelerated because of the availability
and convenience of the automobile, now increased to a torrent, putting major strains on
the formerly rural and undeveloped metropolitan fringes. To a great extent. suburban
layouts ignored environmental considerations. making little provision for open space,
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