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Abstract

The aquatic plants are dominant groups that occupy various types of water bodies on the earth, and
are important components of the aquatic ecosystem. They are our sources of food crops, vegetables,
herbs, fibers and drugs. They also adore our parks, gardens, and homes as special landscape elements and
flowers. China has many mountains, rivers, lakes and swamps where grow many kinds of aquatic plants,
this huge special plants reservoir and its members are too important to be ignored since then.

The Chinese Aquatic Plants is an essential reference on plants in Chinese waterlands.Taxonomi-
cally arranged and generously pictured, it includes entries on 61 families of aquatic plants (168 genera
and 741 species) from Isoetaceae to Iridaceae. The entry on each family of plants consists of a concise
account of distribution, habitats, diagnostic features, morphological description, and economic uses of its
species. For each species, its cultivation history and breeding methods are also described. The comparison
among closed species is listed under each species. Over 400 species of the Chinese aquatic plants are pho-
tographed, totally 423 pieces of color photos, 87 of illustrations and 63 of scanned specimen images are
selected and inserted, notable for their scientific accuracy and beauty.

Written by members of a panel of experienced taxonomists in the field, the main text entries are sup-
plemented by an extensive morphological description and a help introduction to the varieties, structure,
habitat, uses and breeding methods. A comprehensive index includes plant names in both botanic Latin
and common Chinese forms.

The Chinese Aquatic Plants will appeal to all sorts of aquatic plant lovers, from professional
botanists to amateur gardeners. Providing a wealth of information, it is useful to the specialists and

enjoyable to the general readers.

The Chinese Aquatic Plants

Yao-Dong Chen, Xin-Tang Ma, Yu- Fen Du, Min Feng, Min Li. Editors
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