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Foreword

Mr. Shen Zhiliang, who styled himself Guo Xing, was born on the
banks of Taihu Lake, Jiangsu Province, on December .25, 1894 and
passed away in Guiyang, Guizhou, on November 2, 1073.

Mr. Sheng zhiliang had an indissoluble bond with the poetry all his
life. He received his primary education in the home of Chinese calr
ingraphy and paintings in the south lower reaches of the
Chang jiang River, graduated from Higher Normal School of
Yangzhou, pursued advanced studies in Shanghai Art training School
where he became a good friend of the great artists Mr.Liu
Fengzhi, Mr. Xu Beihong and Mr. Liu Haisu, his good teachers who
were associated with him intimately. After that, in order to render
service for his country and people, Mr. Sheng Zhiliang was deter-
mined to throw his writing brush and join the army, and went to
study artillery in the Huangpu Military Academy till the surrender of
Japan. Meanwhile, fighting from the south to the north, he got
promotions again and again. He was, however, never proud of his
high military rank. On the contrary he sighed out that he was only
half a serviceman but an entire man of letters, meaning that he
devoted half of his life to the military service but all fo his life to
writing. Combating from the east to the west and drifting from
place to place in those war-ridden years, he never gave up his
writing paper an brush, Chinese ink and inkstone. After the victory
of the War of resistance Against Japan, Mr. Sheng Zhiliang re-
signed from the army. Then he gathered and arranged his drawings
filled with the smoke of gunpowder, that is, "Parts of Sketches",
"Parts of Chinese Ink and Wash". He was intended to put his heart
in the study of the essence of Chinese culture. Because of some
events, Mr. Sheng Zhiliang could do nothing but take up his official
career again. The line "Those whose lives are ful of twists and
turns can write good articies, while the demons and wicked people
want very much to take advantage of the faults of kind people"
(Du Fu) reflected his life truthfully.

Mr. Sheng Zhiliang was a born man of letters. After the founding
of New China, he was a senior architectural engineer and en joyed
a good reputation, Unfortunately he was thrown into prison in
1957. In 1960s he came back home unemployed and empty-handed.
Morever, he suffered from serious cataract. But he woule use a
broken cap of watering pot as a desk, shared the pleasure with
his ten-year-old son Sheng Zhusheng when discussing the calligra-
phy and paintings. During this period of time, he finally accomplished
the draft of "Ten Forms of Regular Script in Small Characters".
Alas, his sketches in pencil,drawings of Chinese ink and wash and
many other writings and paintings were snatched away and disap-
peared in those disastrous years of so-called "Cultural Revolution".

Mr. Sheng Zhiliang was a man of attainments in many fields, such
as music, fine art,literature, mathematics, foreign languages, mili-
tary affairs, etc., especially he specialized in Chinese, history, cak
ligraphy and traditional Chinese paintings. He ardently loved the art
of calligraphy and painting all his life. To him, losing money meant
nothing, he said he was not lucky enough to get it; losing his offi-
cial rank meant nothing, he said he had no taste for it. But when
he lost the authentic handwriting of "Returen My Rivers and Moun-
tatins" by Yue Fei, the national hero of the Song Dynasty, he took
this to his heart, sighed and groaned, and felt grieved for it.

Chinese calligraphy and paintings are the essence of the Chinese
nation. The eighty-year life span of Mr. Sheng Zhiliang is the life of
the art of calligraphy and paintings "Feng Tang was too old to be
appointed to a high post while Li Guang was never offered such a
post", "If one loses his prime time at sunrise, it is never too late
to gain it back at sunset." (Wang Bo) It is fortunate enough that
his adult children both at home and abroad have collected his
works of calligraphyand paintings which have been compiled into an
original album "Ten Forms of Regular Script in Small Characters”.
Now this collection, as contribution to the public, will surely be an-
other fresh flower in the art of Chinese calligraphy and paintings. Al this
will comfort the late Mr. Sheng Zhiliang. May his soul be at peace.

Yang Changhuai

Alternate member of Guizhou Provincial
Party Committee of the CP.C
President and Party Secretary of the
Writers' Association of Guizhou
Guiyang, 1994
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