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This introduction is written by Hong Ruisheng who is a well known
artist and professor of art at Xiamen University:

Zhu Chao has spent many years of his own free time to create this
exquisite collection of sketches of his beloved Gulgangyu. With only
an ink pen, thisis, to the best of my knowledge , the only collection
of its kind and is worthy of great praise.

Why did he spend so much time on this work? Zhu Chao was born
on Gulangyu in 1958 during a summer typhoon and so was born
a “son of Gulangyu” . And this kinship with Gulaungyu is very
important for him to be an artist.

In 1977 he entered the Fujian Art and Craft College on Gulangyu
and, after 30 years, he returned to the island to work at the Central
Conservatory of Music, Piano Academy at Gulangyu.

His life experience has brought Zhu Chao’ s aesthetic ability to a
very mature level through his years of observation, research and
personal feelings.These feelings for Gulangyu run very deep in his
soul which enables him to draw these sketches with passion and
accuracy. He chose the pen for his sketches because he feels that
the simplicity of black and white can portray the simplicity, the
peacefulness and the tranquility of Gulangyu.

Zhu Chao' s pure, aesthetic and artistic conceptions lead all who
see his work to enjoy this unique access to the pure nature of
Gulangyu.
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In the early 1960" s,Zhu Chao and | lived in the same
building. We met almost every day over many years and |
saw him going to primary school, junior middle school and
senior middle school. Some years later he left for the art
coltege on Gulangyu.

Several days ago he show his sketches of Gulangyu to his
old neighbour and when | looked at his work | could follow
his footsteps from Lujiao Rd. to the Catholic Church,to all
the houses, villas, mansions and lanes that he depicts in
his drawings. | could follow him to the seaside, to Sunlight
Rock and to the cottages of Neicuowo. After looking at all
his pictures | could see in my mind a true artist taking his
tools all around Gulangyu and capturing the scenes of life
on the island and bringing his passion for the old villas back
to life as he imagined all the stories the houses could tell.

Zhu Chao totally immersed himself into his love for
Gulangyu and, in his drawings, brought together the
beauty, the history and the civilization of this amazing
island.

Gong Jie : Xiamen historical scholar,

Curator of the Xiamen Museum (retired)
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The oldest of the ferry docks on Gulangyu is

"Huangjiadu” which was and still is used
exclusively for the freight of building materials,
pets and even deceased people.
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Mansions Around the Catholic Church
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A very short walk from the main ferry
terminal is the white, gothic style
Catholic Church to which | am drawn
each time | visit as | recall the sounds
of the worshippers in song.

In the immediate vicinity of the
Catholic Church are many famous
old mansions and villas, such as : The
Huang Rongyuan Mansion, the Sea
and Sky Mansion and the Li Qingquan
Villa to mention only three.

Also near the church is a very old
red brick building which once was
the Japanese Consulate,but, like so
many others, has fallen into ruin. |
sketched only a small part of this old
consulate:-
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FEREREE  Lujiao Catholic Church



5 sketches of Gulangyu
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Fishing Boats at Lujiao Beach (k¥ Watercolour)
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Former Boai Hospital on Lujiao Rd.
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J\F1 (#RECHFREE)  The Octagonal Building
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Former Japanese Consulate
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EEMEERRE  Small House on Lujiao Rd.



