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UNIT 1

TEXT

Il VOCABULARY PREVIEW

prestigious master major
expect humanity placement
intermediate communicate recommend
enroll wishful scholarship
interact circus rural
audience guardian interview
amazing boost approach
limitation Olympiad participant
breakthrough accelerate electromagnetism
aspiration make a contribution mentor
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MM WARMING-UP PRACTICE

1. 1 finally made it.

A:

A:

| finally made it. I'm now a student of the University of
California.

Congratulations! You must have worked very hard.

Yes, | had to work very hard to be successful, and I’'m proud to
be a student of such a prestigious university. Were you proud
to graduate from UC?

Yes. | have a Bachelor of Arts degree and I’m going on for my
master’s degree. What do you plan to major in?

| expect to teach history or geography in a high school, so |
think I’ll major in one of those.

2. What course are you going to take?

A:

I'd like to do an English course. I've already done the
placement test and I’m at the intermediate level, but 1’d really
like to be able to communicate more fluently with other English
speakers.

Well, I can recommend the Oral Skills course — it’s excellent.
Hmm, but it costs more than $2, 000, which is far too
expensive.

How about this General English course — the class size is the
same as that of the Oral Skills course and it’s cheaper.

Yes, that sounds better. OK, I'll enroll in that one then.

3. Have you ever thought of going abroad to study?

Hi, David, have you ever thought about going abroad to study?
Never crossed my mind. What about you?

All the time but ... | know it’s just wishful thinking. My parents
are only farmers. The only way is to get a scholarship and, well,
you know I’'m not brilliant.

Hey, don’t give up on your dream so easily. Remember the old
saying, “Where there is a will, there is a way.” Anyway, why do
you want to go abroad to study? Aren’t our local universities
good enough?

No, no, don’t get me wrong. I’ve got nothing against our local



universities. It's just that | want to experience what it’s like
studying in a different country, living in a different climate,
interacting with people from a different culture.

PASSAGE INTERPRETATION

| ENGLISH-CHINESE INTERPRETATION

Passage 1 '

To tell the truth, it was never in my dream to graduate from an American
high school. Three years ago I was working in different restaurants in
Ohio, New York, and Pennsylvania, and I only wished one day to learn
how to speak English. But now I am here giving a speech in English.
What’s more, I am going to college in the fall. However, I will never
forget where I have come from.

I was born in a little village. At that time my family was very poor. I
remember when I was young I used to ask my mother for just one egg a
day, but she wasn’t able to do it. ' When I was eight my father sent me to
a circus school. Sometimes we went to rural areas to perform for farmers. >
Audiences who came for the show were often without shoes and sat on the
floor to watch us. Most of the children in the countryside didn’t go to
school at all because their parents were too busy worrying about where the
dinner for tomorrow would come from. Of course we also performed for
wealthy people.

Last summer vacation [ went to visit my guardian. We lived in a little
hotel in downtown L. A. We had some friends who lived in the wealthy
areas, and sometimes we were invited as guests to their homes. But every
time when we came back to our little hotel, we would see homeless
people sleeping on the street next to it. It was a strange feeling to see those
people there in a city that seems so rich.

Last week I went to a college interview, and [ told the woman
interviewer there that because I had received many people’s help getting an
education, I wished one day to help other people, too. I had said this in
other college interviews, but this time she asked in return how I planned
to help other people.’ I was very surprised by the question, and I was
unable to answer it because I never really thought about how. People



always want to help others, but they are usually too busy reaching the goals
they set for their own lives.

Maybe one day we should all sit down and ask ourselves, “How can
we help other people?” Many people think that they only help when they
can change the world. No, you don’t have to because it is improbable for
one person to do the whole job. If you can help one little thing, then you
are amazing already. But we need every one of us to do one little thing.

Passage 2

English teachers hear one question again and again; “How can I improve
my English?” Are you one of those wanting better English skills? Here are
some ways to give your English a boost. '

Be disciplined; There’s no easy way to learn a second language. No
matter how smart or gifted you are, you need to work at it. The best
approach is to spend time on English every day. Just as regular exercise
makes you stronger, regular practice will strengthen your English.

Read often: Reading in English enriches your vocabulary. It teaches
you correct grammar, structure and usage. The more you read, the better
your English will become. How much should you read in English? Read
as much as you possibly can. Carry an English book or magazine with you
wherever you go.

Follow good speech examples: To develop naturalsounding English,
you must imitate native speakers. > Fortunately, TV and radio make this
easy to do. Tune in to programs in which good English is spoken. Listen
carefully, and imitate what you hear.

Find opportunities to speak in English: To become a fluent speaker of
English, use what you know. Find others to talk with in English.
Remember, your conversation partners don’t need to be native speakers.
Practice with them regularly.

Use your computer: If you haven’t discovered English-teaching
software and Web sites, you need to. Never give up: You might feel
discouraged at times. Perhaps you have difficulty remembering new
vocabulary. Or maybe your busy schedule leaves you too little time for
studying English. Don'’t let such limitations stop you from trying. > Just do

your best. Whoever you are, wherever you live, your English can



improve. And with regular study and practice, it willl

Passage 3

Distinguished guests,
Participants of the 3rd Asian Physics Olympiad,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is with much pleasure that I welcome all the young participants
from all over Asia to Singapore for this 3rd Asian Physics Olympiad.

The 20th century which has just ended was a remarkable period of
scientific breakthroughs and achievements. In the field of physics, we have
seen many key discoveries. The pace of scientific progress, and the speed
in which scientific discoveries have been turned into useful applications,
have also been accelerating. ' I am told that it took 65 years between the
discovery of the theory of electromagnetism to the invention of the
television, 18 years for X-ray, 5 years for radar, and only 2 years for laser.

You represent some of the best young minds in Asia. You embody
the hope and aspiration of your family, your country, and of Asia. > Many
of you will have that special talent for scientific research and discovery. I
urge you to make a contribution to the field of science and to the well-
being of society. ’

To the mentors and teachers who are here today, an equally heavy
responsibility rests on your shoulders. Your role in guiding the young is
more than just the imparting of knowledge. * Indeed, your role is to help
these young physicists view the world with curiosity, open-mindedness,
and a healthy sense of doubt.

I am certain you will have a very good time interacting with one
another in this Asian Physics Olympiad. I hope that the bonds of friendship
formed over the course of the week will be a starting point for further
exchanges. ° Perhaps, one day, I will read about some of you making
scientific breakthroughs and competing for the Nobel Prize in Physics.

It is with much pleasure that I now declare open this 3rd Asian
Physics Olympiad.



# CHINESE-ENGLISH INTERPRETATION
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USEFUL SENTENCES AND EXPRESSIONS

1. How many courses are you going to take this semester?

2. You must finish registration today, since it's the last day for
completing your schedule and paying your bill.

3. You have no assignments for the weekend, but don’t forget your
composition for next week.

4. The results of the final examinations will be released next Tuesday,
two days before we are off for summer vacation.

5. | had a tough time with English Grammar — | got a C plus in the
final examination.

6. It's a famous university, but it doesn’t offer courses I’'m interested
in.

7. 1 think I’ll apply to Yale University first and see if they have any
scholarships.



8. Extracurricular activities are important, because young people leam
lessons about life outside the classroom.
9. A recent survey found that 57% of 3,479 students feel that our
education system is too examination-oriented.
10. As the examinations are coming closer, senior students feel
increasing pressure from teachers and parents.

NOTES

PASSAGE INTERPRETATION

Passage 1

1.

3.

| remember when | was young | used to ask my mother for just one
egg a day, but she wasn’t able to do it. iCA5/NMITER EILIL— KAR
MZ—A8HE , (H it B RE M E ,

used to B A“IFEHHE", be used to EN“IJBT”., .

It used to be believed that sugar could decay the teeth. it AfTIAHN
R L

Our company used to do business with theirs. 414 & i 2 F4tf1#Y
AEER SR,

Now | am used to getting up early. BRI T IR RE,

. Sometimes we went to rural areas to perform for farmers. A BHEFA]

SERNAREEY .
(1) rural EACRNE, 0.
| do love quiet, rural England. FHiSLE R ZH IR 2 ST,
(2) perform E A “RE” , A EHAREN“BAT, ", .
The troupe performed a three-act play. Bl H T —H =%k,
The surgeon performed the operation. #MB}EEITifg T F AR .
They are required to perform their contractual obligations. fffi 17 &

fraFRIMER L5

| had said this in other college interviews, but this time she asked in



