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Abstract

Since 1999 Chinese government has carried out a project of “developing West”. Tt
is a strategic measure to maintain the process of system reform and keep high speed of
economic development. In the past two decades, the gap between coastal region and the
western region rapidly increased in social and economic development. This gap has not
only a negative impact on political and economic integration among different areas of
China, but caused many serious social issues in group interaction and ethnic rela-
tions. The government and mainstream has to pay more attention to regional variations in
the past.

The research team received a project of “Population Movement and Ethnic Rela-
tions in the Development of Western China” in 2004. In the following year, the team
carried out a series sampling questionnaire surveys in 6 important cities in Western part
of China: Urumgqi, Lhasa, Lanzhou, Xining, Yinchuan, and Geermu. The total sample
size was 12 239. This book is the final result of this project. Besides the “introduction”
the papers in this book can be divided into two parts. The first part is the analysis re-
ports of the data and information from the field survey and questionnaire interviews, in-
cluding the general report and 6 reports for each city in 2005. The second part is reports
on specific subjects which are important to understand the temporary migration in cities.

Among the reports, one focused on a special group of Taxi drivers in Lhasa. They
were divided into two groups, one from Han provinces and another from local Tibetan
communities. This report carefully reviewed the development process of Taxi business in
Lhasa and government regulations. Another report focused on a minority “ Dongxiang vil-
lage” in Lanzhou city. Those minority Muslim formers live and work in the marginal area
of the city together. One reason is to save the living costs, and another reason is they
share the same language/dialects, ethnic identity and religious customs.

Sala group is a Muslim minority in Qinghai. Its members spread over China and
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manage Muslim restaurants in many cities. Their social networks and government encour-
agement helped their migration. Shihezi is a special city in Xinjiang with Han as majori-
ty of its population and under direct management of Military Corp. Therefore, the migra-
tion pattern in this city might provide a case study for comparison with other cities in
Xinjiang.

Many migration studies were taken place in their destinations, not their place of or-
igin. These surveys may study the migration history, living condition, employment, and
social contact of these migrants with local residents, as well as to study the impact of
these in-migrants brought into cities. Meanwhile, the migration study at the place of ori-
gin is also very important to understand the pattern of “migration selectivity” and find
out who move and who stay. The survey at place of origin may also be helpful to analyze
the impact of migration on these “sending” communities. Two papers in this book are
the survey reports focusing on the places of “origin of migration” , one is located in
Kashgar, Xinjiang, another is located in Chifeng, Inner Mongolia.

The survey team carried out another questionnaire survey on temporary migrants in
three cities ( Lhasa, Shigatse, and Tsethang) in Tibet in 2008. The sample size was
2 463. The data and information achieved in this survey can be analyzed in comparison
with the result of the 2005 survey. It was found out that the size of temporary migrants
has increased while the income gap between Han and Tibetan migrants also in-
creased. The government regulations and measures to help local laborers are highly ex-

pected.
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