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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

It is at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits-and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.



¥

AR, BITRAF 1~ 3 0, HE3EE X B0 R wl i @ S R ,
Rk, KEbE¥E,

dfC B R HGE, PTRANTHE R e, = HREE il
BOEER CoEED, RE =R, RO T2, P,
BUFRY “KT, FOTFHE, JL" CETOMCURT o, RRORE, BE. H
PSR, RS AT TSR =4 22— l&’-l'“l")")'f/lﬁ'l“('i
037 Miﬂl.‘l.)f‘-ﬂ;J\ﬂLL"lfI‘JEIJ‘%{, O, WA, Zlivd, R

The eighth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Goat

Wei Shi refers to the time from 1pm to 3pm. It is said the goat can
cure its infantile convulsions by itself if it urinates at this period of
time. Therefore Wei Shi belongs to the goat.

In the ancient China, the characters Yang(the goat) and Xiang
(auspiciousness) are interchangeable, people called the goat as "the
auspicious goat" as well. The structure of three goats together is
"Three Goats Picture”. It is called "with three Yang begins prosperity"
in the folk. It means blessing of peace and wishes of peacefulness
and smoothness. In the Chinese characters, when traced to its origin,
Mei(beauty) is the combination of Yang(goat) and Da(big). That is to
say the big goat makes up the beauty. The fat, beauty and auspi-
ciousness are always connected with the goat. The goat had been
one of the three domestic animals formerly used as sacrificial offer-
ings in the early past. The images of the goat in the folk paper-cut
demonstrate the expressions of people over the goat: graceful, mild,
pure, kind.
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f& 9.8cm x 13.4cm

ind the Goat
Gaomi, Shandong Fanzuoxin 9.8cm x 13.4cm

cut - The Twelve Symbolic Amimals - the eighth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Goat




el

I (; IU] hm [i
LA b Nm\\\\\\\\\\\\\ \\\\\\\\\‘

g W \\\\
ATV \\u\\\\\\\ \\\\\\

\m\\\\\\\\\\\ W
‘\\\\\\\\\




&

2US fTWoey)

1205 Al Sapiy

3uop

3uld uay|

wo) ¢l x W96

Py AU,

m
&R

[ x Wo9* 6

E

2L \.«
N
IS o

RO
N TR SN

Q

W i
AT
o QA
’\ A?




i L5 19 1 R
e ANE T

4 i 1G]
AH A 1) 40K

B O
CNGERA




C

x W) ¢

wop- 81




PP e
LR

&

[P o
5 114 S 15 5 AR
Ky A=
TR
& 50 E
N ]
B A ALY

S o /i ]
A g
AL A H
" HH 2
I HE L —
M%MM%D
H 8

4:




TATB
1308

Fuopueysg ‘mI0RL

WoL [T x Wop L] Suld usy

agerie) 9y} SMEI(] 180D ay],

&

4

ERI Al

x Wop* L]

woL 11




JEATI ) S A A
FAE e 4

i CH .

.

\ “

el /i)
5

¥
) AH I
1 EL S0 i A
LaF

i o L AR

- R
IR
WA
B cwfi g4
N E R

r|1
1]
I

»

il

i

b

i

HH o TEHF| I+ - 3]




122}
e

*Q x W88

C

wIo;

15
[
W

‘8

g x WY

wog




THEMEREE RE - -
FEREIRCEE - R - +1 1T - &K

-
-
—~

N4

N4
//,,,és._sw?? WS

N »AV‘ES\N \“%\N\\\\\\\\\\\ )

WL KN
U

S = =
(A==,
il

* My,

T M- X it AL
.!Xn“.,ff&.n:/r/,/}/,/
O e L 14

H 4

W) IR A=A

2




UeyS ‘1uoen

1BO5) snomidsny ayJ,

=" —
m
& &
; il )
] U

—
\\\\\\\\\\\ S

S

=
o
X
=)
o




