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ABSTRACT

When the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom set up a separatist regime
by force of arms in south of the River, a wide variety of talented
people were badly needed to do all sorts of work concerning political
power consolidation. Meanwhile, the literati who could not find
their place in the social turbulence and political power replacement
were forced into the political system of the Taiping Heavenly King-
dom and established their inevitable interaction relationship. So one
of the integral orientations in strategic adjustment after making
Tianjing the capital for Hong Xiuquan and Yang Xiuging was how to
admit those literati to construct a rational policy system for talented
people and made the interaction a virtuous circle. It is also of sym-
bolic significance to the political existence of the kingdom. This dis-
sertation concentrates on the dynamic perspective of their mutual co-
operation, conflicts and separation along the dimentations of politics
and culture which are the main contents of the interaction.

Culturally speaking, the kingdom made sharp criticism on the
traditional culture while worshiping the cord on high, and adjusted
the cultural policy flexibly in accordance with the reality to win over
the approval of the literati, especially by means of regular mobiliza-
tion from various channels to call the able to service. Large numbers

of intellectuals played the role of writing and teacher and reflected
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their traditional function as cultural transmitters to some extent.

Politically speaking, the Kingdom held an open minded attitude
towards the political power to some degree, especially in the grass-
roots units where a higher percentage of literati fulfilled their perfor-
mance self-reliantly in politics, culture and education, military and
economy, providing the regime with basic resources and support.

In the earlier stage, the two sides kept a good balance the input
of literati’s support and the output of kingdoms policy, and coopera-
tion over weighed conflict. But in the later stage, danger lurks on
every side for the kingdom to guarantee effective policy output. And
the literati's latent dissatisfaction with the newly established regime
came out into the open immediately. Cultural satire, political sabo-
tage and economic boycott became increasingly intense with less in-
teraction and more conflicts and strong sense of separation. The
literati drifted apart as the Kingdom was defeated and destroyed.

In the meantime, Zeng Guofan managed to gather lots of
literati, defeated the Kingdom and became “the Saviour” of the
Qing dynasty by flaunting the banner of Confucianism and apolo-
gist. The different strategic attitude towards talented people was of
utmost importance to the success.

It is desirable for the kingdom to have realized the significance
of having talented people and regular mobilization and flexibility in
cultural Policy-making. No other peasant uprising had ever achieved
this. However, serious defects in policies greatly hindered the
literati’'s acceptance of the new regime, such as the barrier in cultural
ideology, the lack of democracy and the failure to satisfy all demands
for support. That's why the interaction could hardly last long.

Literati’s entering into the Kingdom's political life contributed a
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lot to the upgrade of the regime’s educational level and political oper-
ation and the offering of resources.

But on the whole, the main body in the Kingdom was poorly e-
ducated. What's more, small producers were nearsighted. And the
literati had not been fully mobilized and properly organized which
made the matter even worse. In a word, the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom could not score the success in modern democratic revolu-
tion or stepped out the strange historical recursion of peasant cam-

paign. Hence, the failure was inevitable.
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