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HALEF A TON OF DYNAMITE

BY MARTIN SWAYNE

On a pleasant summer’s evening Mr. and
Mrs. Levison! were seated in a corner of their

2 listening to the

immense drawing-room,
strains of a cabinet gramophone.! For the
first time for some weeks* the Levisons f()undgr
they had an evening to themselves,® and
they determined to spend 1it° in a simple
and homely manner. DMrs. Levison rested
in negligent attitude’ on a couch, while
her husband, elad in® a purple, quilted smok-
ing-jacket, with a large cigar in his mouth,
reclined in an arm-chair, smoothing his sleck,

black hair with one hand and beating time to

1. Levison, (Lov'i-sin). 2. Immense (im-mdns’) drawing-
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the music with the other.! Ilis feet rested

upon the back of another chair.

Mr. Levison was one of those simple and
unassuming men who, from the moment they
begin to think,? concentrate all their faculties
on® the acquisition of money.* His success
had been slow, but steady,® and each passing
year® saw him rising higher on the steep
way’ that, in his opinion, was the only way
of life. But although he was successful, Mr.
Levison remained a°® simple and unassuming
man, timid in manner® to those whom he
fancied were his betters,’ and easy and natural

to his inferiors.

1. Beating time to the music (nfi'zik) with the other, Pl
F & E A4 F 3% 2 Irom the moment (md'ment) they
begin to think, = A} & B 3. Concentrate (kon’sén-trat)
all their faculties ({ak'tl-tiz) on, DU EEEMN.... 4. Acquisi-
tion (ak'kwi-zish’'in) of money, ff %; £ W Z 8. 5. Slow,
but steady (sted’y), i i #. 6. Llach passing year, — H§



(5 )
.~ FHEGUAGE LB R
WA L — B L
¥k A 2 A N R
%A, FE MG R I DL B
ZOBA W E B MR AR b dt —
2K T T AR, — JE MR, %
AOJC N 2k RE LW B )
RP A H B DS B WO
Bk HRE K
Az N, 4 4E T 48 5B 3. o8
BHBBZZ AN —1H %

m‘-‘r%‘

I'I

X . 7. Rising higher on the steep (stép) way, A A 4 M
E: 7§ i % J§ 8. Remained a..., f§ B.... 9. Timid (tim'id)

in manuer, 4% 4 2. 10. To those whom he fancied were hig
betters, B R B ERARMZABXBEHREE BE 2, 00K
mZz A4



( 6

““My dear,”’” he remarked to his wife,
removing his cigar from his lips, ‘‘it is very
nice to have a quiet evening together.”’

‘“It is, my love,”’ replied his wife, with
a contented sigh.?

The gramophone musie ceased, and a
gorgeous footman, who had been standing 1n
the distance,? advanced and stopped the
machinery.

““IEdward,” said Mrs. Levison, ‘‘go up-
stairs to the nurseries and get the report of
the night nurse.’’

“Yes, madam.*”

The footman withdrew, and Mr. Levison
loosened the buttons of his white evening
waistcoat;* the Levisons were in the habit
of° dining late and their chef® had excelled

himself” that evening.

1. Contented (koén-tént’éd) sigh (s1), ¥ B &f) Sk % (X h
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Mr. Levison nlew a cloud of fragrant blue
smoke towards the carved ceiling, and his
eyes began to wander round the room,! He
was justly proud of® the apartment; It was
one of the largest drawing-rooms in London,
and it was hung with a vast number® of
valuable pictures. In an alcove, softly il-
luminated by concealed lights,* stood the
Levison collection of china,® sparkling with a
thousand radiant hues.® Charming examples
of sculpture stood about,” supported on marble
columns. The furniture was not crowded,
but each article was exquisite, for Mr. Levison
was sufficiently a connoisseur to know® when
a thing was genuine, and what its price should
be. Although the Levisons had only taken

1. Wander (won’dér) round the room, P4 B 5 h. 2.
Justly proud of, & A &. 3. Vast (vast) number, & $ (X
h 3 ). 4. Soitly (soft’ly) illuminated (il-ld’mi-nat-éd) by
concealed (k8n-séld’) lights, Sk MW IR PR Bk &. 5. Levison
collection (k&l-1ék’shiin) of china, %) & BF #t ¥ Z & .
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the mansion a year ago, it was already stored
with* treasures of art, from attic to cellar.

The footman entered the room from a
distant door and crossed the wide floor with
noiseless tread.”

““ Master David is asleep, Master Samuel
is asleep, and DMiss Miriam is asleep,’’ he
announced.

Mrs. Levison nodded contentedly.

““Thank you, Edward; you can go,’’ said
Mrs. Levison, waving her hand; ‘““we do not
wish to be disturbed® now.”

“Very good, madam.”’

The footman cast a glance round the
room, to see that everything was in order,
and then departed. Mrs. Levison settled
herself* more comfortably, and prepared to

go to sleep. Her husband readjusted his fect*

1. Stored with, & #& 2. Noiseless tread (tréd), JF 2% %
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at a still higher angle at the back of the chair,
and gave himself up to* those deep and calm
trains of thought whose outcome showed them-
selves as shattering cataclysms? in the world
of finance.®* The long, gold-coloured curtains
before the open windows stirred softly in the
evening breeze.* The murmur of London
penetrated musically into theroom. A quairt
clock on a writing-table near by’ ticked® a
gentle and soothing rhythm, and soon Mrs.
Levison’s breathing told that she was in the

world of dreams.’

A quarter to ten chimed softly® from the
clock on the writing-table, followed at inter-
vals’ by chimes that came from all parts of the

great apartment. Mr. Levison stirred himself

1. Gave himself up to, Bl 2 b 3£ /2. 2. Shattering (shit'
tér-ing) cataclysms (kiat’a-klizmz), {& 5 Z &E 7K. 3. World of.
finance (fi-ning’), £ M . 4 Stirred (sté&rd) softly in the
evening breeze (bréz), T S N B & B & th. 5. Near by, &£
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and once more began to let his eyes wander
round the room of which he was so justly
proud. He noted his Velazquez' and his
Tintoret;* he dwelt lovingly on his little
cabinet of Empire miniatures;? he doted on
the marble Pandora,® and had turned his
head a little to enjoy the Vandyke,* when he
noticed a man secated on a couch half way
-down the room.*

Mr. Levison started slightly.

The stranger was in evening dress, and
even from that- distance he looked® a distin-
guished figure. He was caressing a long black
moustache, and looking with interest® at the
wonderful collection of china opposite him.
Mr. Levison removed his feet from the back

of the chair, and sat up.” Ile felt a little

‘ R -

1. Velazquez, Tintoret, and Vandyle, 3 & 4 . 2. Em-
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Pandora, ¥ & & € 2 —. 4. Half way down the room, £ th
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