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THE ART OF PEACOCK PAINTING BY NG YEE-SANG

China has a tradition of producing famous "flower and bird"artists throughout its long history of painting.The kinds of birds that have often become
the subjects of painting include sparrows egrets. swans parrots,mandarin ducks and peacocks the latter being the richest in coloration.However,not
many artists have been known to specialize in painting peacocks.Ren Bonian in the Qing Dynasty might be the most popular one of his day.Zhao
Shaoang Gao Qifeng.and Zhang Shuqi were the others involved in peacock painting in the last century.Ng Yee-sang came forward in the present days
as the one who stands preeminent among his contemporaries and whose art of peacock painting is unsurpassed

The fame of Ng Yee-sang in the art of painting peacocks lies in his own innovation.His techniques do not follow those of the former masters,nor
does he bow to the trend of times in the past.He has traveled widely to places where zoos with various species of peacocks are located.He heartily
appreciate their beauties with admiration and closely observed their movements in every respect,taking mental note in their characteristic features such
as the display of their tail feathers and the lifting of their feet.As he draws directly from the real subjects his drawings of the peacock calls forth the
forces and movements which the peacock symbolizes.His application of pigments and ink tones has developed a unique style of his own.so much so
that one can recognize his paintings at a glance.

The peafowls Ng Yee-sang employed as his subject are mostly the blue peacocks native to India,Ceylon and Southeast Asia and the green peacocks
found in China and Japan.These birds are the most magnificent of their species.with splendid plumes and breathtaking colorful tail feathers forming a
large fan when they are displayed.Brilliant green-blue jade green and purple-brown often accentuates with green and gold in depicting the erectile tail
marked by eye-like spots are predominating colors in the artist's palette.Since the peacocks are painted with tremendous delicacy and elegance it takes
the artist a lot of time and unparalleled patience to have the paintings executed.Mr.Ng once made a 30feet long scroll,devoted to the painting of
peacocks.38in total ,with a variety of sizes feather colors forms and looks.Beautifully executed and conceived in composition and disposition this
painting is full of movement and color in a very naturalistic manner It is therefore not a surprise that Mr.Ng has received lofty reputation for his
attainments and been given the honor of the title of master for his fine technical ability.In addition to drawing blue and green peacocks Mr.Ng also
depicts white and other hybrid peacocks found in other places.

A prominent artist of his time with a complete mastery of the brush in painting Ng Yee-sang has held numerous exhibitions and one-man shows all
around the world.His peacock paintings have particularly become the focus of attention and universally hailed as masterpieces.They have been sought
after by a number of museumsin certain countries for collection. '

Ng Yee-sang was born in 1929 in Toishan county in the province of Guangdong.He is a man of intelligence with many talents but few in personal
desires.He loves the art of painting in his blood.In his boyhood he learnt sketches and oil painting.He grew up to devote himself to the art of Chinese
painting paying special attention to the techniques of the masters in the past.The sources of his art creation draw from his extensive travels and his
interests in everything Mother Nature shown to him.He then retires to his studio and produces his paintings,with notable success in bringing to life the
beauties of nature.He also excels in the painting of landscape.flgures,flowers insects and animals both in meticulous brushwork and free sketch.
Recently Mr.Ng has confined himself more splash-ink landscape marking a further step towards a higher level of his accomplishments in painting.

Ng Yee-sang takes a great interest in painting,music photography,bonsai.collection of rare stones keeping Japanese golden carps and watching
birds.In view of all the above of his interests he has named his residence the "Ink Spirit and Lute Music Lodge".After decades of teaching painting
since the founding of his art studio.he has hundreds of students scattering all over the world.In recent years,Mr.Ng's art skills have come to great
maturity and so his reputation as an artist has soared to new heights.His achievements have been recorded into several "who's who"books,namely,"The
Yearbook of Chinese Canadians","The Yearbook of the World's Famous Chinese Painters,""A Record of Chinese Artistic Celebrities in North

America"and "A Dictionary of Famous Chinese Figures".
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