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(DOn Saturday mornings I worked in the family shop. I started cycling down to the
shop with Dad on Saturday as soon as I was big enough. I thought of it as giving him a
hand and so I didn’t mind what I did, although it was mostly just fetching and carrying at
a run all morning. I managed not to think of it as work and I looked forward to the bar
of chocolate my grandmother passed me unsmilingly as I left. I tried not to look at her; 1
had reason to feel guilty because I'd generally already eaten some dried fruits or a sliver
of cheese when no one was looking. As soon as I was fifteen, though, Dad said, “That’s
it, our Janet. You’re of working age now and you're not coming to work unless your
grandmother pays you properly.” He did his best to make his chin look determined. “I
shall speak to her.”

@ The next Saturday, Gran called me into her little office behind the shop. I always
hated going in there. She had an electric heater on full blast, and the windows were
always kept tightly closed whatever the weather. There were piles of dusty catalogues
and brochures on the floor. “You're wanting to get paid. I hear,” Gran said. “Yes,
please,” I replied. It was rather like visiting the head mistress at school, so I was very

quiet and respectful. Gran searched through the mess of papers on her crowded desk,
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sighing and clicking her tongue. Eventually she produced an official-looking leaflet and
ran her fingers along the columns of figures. “How old are you?” “Fifteen ... Gran,” I
added for extra politeness. but she looked at me as if [ had been cheeky. “Full-timers at
your age get two hundred and forty pounds for a thirty-five-hour week,” she announced
in such a way as to leave no doubt that she wasn’t in favour of this. “No wonder there’s
no profit in shopkeeping! So, Janet, what’s that per hour?” Question like that always
flustered me. Instead of trying to work them out in my head, 1 would just stand there
unable to think straight. “I'll get a pencil and paper,” 1 offered. “Don’t bother,”
snapped Gran angrily, “I'll do it myself. I'll give you 6 pounds an hour; take it or leave
it,” “I'll take it, please,” “And I expect real work for it, mind. No standing about, and
if T catch you‘eating any of the stock, there’ll be trouble. That’s theft, and it’s a crime. ”

@From then on, my main job at the shop was filling the shelves. This was dull, but
I hardly expected to be trusted with handling the money. Once or twice, however, when
Dad was extra busy, I'd tried to help him by serving behind the counter. I hated it. It
was very difficult to remember the prices of everything and I was particularly hopeless at
using the till. Certain customers made unkind remarks about this., increasing my
confusion and the chances of making a fool of myself.

@It was an old-established village shop, going back 150 years at least and it was
really behind the times even then. Dad longed to be able to make the shop more
attractive to customers, but Gran wouldn’t hear of it. I overheard them once arguing
about whether to buy a freezer cabinet. “Our customers want frozen food,” Dad said.
“They see things advertised and if they can’t get them from us, they’ll go elsewhere. ”
“Your father always sold fresh food,” Gran replied. “People come here for quality, they
don’t want all that frozen stuff.” (2010/3)

1. How did Janet feel when she first started her Saturday morning job?
A. She enjoyed the work that she was given.
B. She was pleased to be helping her father.
C. She worried that she was not doing it well.
D. She was only really interested in the reward.

2. What do we learn about her grandmother’s office in the second paragraph?
A. It was untidy. B. It was dark.
C. It needed decorating. D. It had too much furniture in it.

3. The word “flustered” (Para. 2) means .
A. bored B. angered
C. confused : D. depressed




4. What did Janet’s father and grandmother disagree about?
A. How to keep their customers loyal to the shop.
B. The type of advertising needed to attract customers.
C. The type of customers they wanted to attract.
D. How to get new customers to come to the shop.

5. What impression do we get of Janet’s feelings towards her grandmother?
A. She respected her fairness.
B. She doubted her judgment.
C. She disliked her manner.
D. She admired her determination.

[f# 4] -

1 BN S, B B 6 8R) R first I Saturday morning job, PUANBET H = AN 2 IE
T 3% C T 670 T AR AZ . A\ TSR R b 0 T4 L B 0056 08 it B R M B9 8 7, D I
SR Rt SR R T Y . SO IT B AR B T R S BRI AR S = RS TG AR A
J&3% .1 thought of it as giving him (my father) a hand and so I didn’t mind what I did,
although it was mostly just fetching and carrying at a run all morning. X 15{#] B T/ £
YT,

o 2 KR T Y 6 g iE] J2 grandmother’s office, 3 EL48 B 276 55 — Bt , AR 48 OG5 i L
Ei A% : She had an electric heater on full blast, and the windows were always kept
tightly closed whatever the weather. There were piles of dusty catalogues and brochures
on the floor. BB TTA5 LAY 767 7 ST bR b —HEHERY B S AU 2K 4. AT
YA the mess of papers on her crowded desk, 5 #2475 , —3E SO BB dL. A T
H untidy 1F AR ELA ARG 97 S, 2 IEAf A B,

o5 3 MR R SO, ()55 — B fluster 19 X, 115G A9 bR SCUNE : Question like that
always flustered me. Instead of trying to work them out in my head. I would just stand
there unable to think straight. F R FHEA T, FR 76 JR b IO 1A T s 8 %, X BRI
1E & fluster (92 S, K 1 C 35 (confused) /2 1F 8 YL T, 1 fluster B9 52 “ P 5k 19
2R,

55 4 M) K Janet 523 ALEERE VLA 4 077, SRR disagree, AIRAT AR FE L »
FALSH BT RAEIIES BT, X I AE SCEE )55 PO B . Dad longed to be able to make
the shop more attractive to customers, but Gran wouldn’t hear of it. S EAELE/NE XTI
EAWS| Sy, ARV AR, T SCTEAR BT T A48 T overheard them once
arguing about whether to buy a freezer cabinet. “Our customers want frozen food,” Dad
said. “They see things advertised and if they can’t get them from us, they’ll go
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elsewhere.” “Your father always sold fresh food,” Gran replied. “People come here for
quality, they don’t want all that frozen stuff. "4 IA M & R URE A 765 BLSEARF|
H EERVE SR 23K . HHEHA I R BL AR R B E R, ALK AR R .

I 5 W




]

G OFE SRR HGAERS

A ] UL B A AFE S A5 BE B AR IR A T I, A T (How to keep their customers
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55 5 fIR) B2 Janet XA BEAERGE . SCH IR HS BRGS0 AE S B, 75 BEIE R s v
Yo i Janet BOZSE FIUEHE . The next Saturday, Gran called me into her little office behind
the shop. I always hated going in there. ... It was rather like visiting the head mistress at
school. so I was very quiet and respectful. ... I added for extra politeness, but she looked
at me as if I had been cheeky. ... Question like that always flustered me. M L I JLA] 3
ATLLF HJanet ASECE AL BRI 2 3 W 2] [a] 35 B o) 75 i AS S A0, U0 AR BIFL SR, OF
HASE ] 2 b i3Sl WAL BEE R ™ 5 s A5 3R, SO IR AT L H Janet Xf
AR IFAR PRSI L Rt A JTURT D J00AS J2% 1 6 (0 8300, 4ELR: () ke DRy A AR e sk 4 52, %
A WAF A2 B I (She doubted her judgment. ) S8R 1 2EIH , PRI, 4598 1) 1F #6354 C
Tji (She disliked her manner. ),
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(DMany trees in the Brackham area were brought down in the terrible storms that
March. The town itself lost two great lime trees from the former market square. The
disappearance of such prominent features had altered the appearance of the town centre
entirely, to the annoyance of its more conservative inhabitants.

@Among the annoyed. under more normal circumstances. would have been Chief
Inspector Douglas Pelham, head of the local police force. But at the height of that
week’s storm, when the winds brought down even the mature walnut tree in his garden,
Pelham had in fact been in no fit state to notice. A large and healthy man, he had for the
first time in his life been seriously ill with an attack of bronchitis.

(@When he first complained of an aching head and tightness in his chest, his wife,
Molly, had tried to persuade him to go to the doctor. Convinced that the police force
could not do without him, he had, as usual, ignored her and attempted to carry on
working. Predictably, though he wouldn’t have listened to anyone who tried to tell him
so, this has the effect of fogging his memory and shortening his temper.

@It was only when his colleague, Sergeant Lloyed, took the initiative and drove him
to the doctor’s door that he finally gave in. By that time. he didn’t have the strength left
to argue with her. In no time at all, she was taking him along to the chemist’s to get his
prescribed antibiotics and then home to his unsurprised wife who sent him straight to
bed.

(DWhen Molly told him, on the Thursday morning. that the walnut tree had been
brought down during the night. Pelham hadn’t been able to take it in. On Thursday
evening, he had asked weakly about damage to the house, groaned thankfully when he

heard there was none, and pulled the sheets over his head.




_UNIT 2
CRRE

© It wasn’t until Saturday, when the antibiotics took effect, his temperature
dropped and he got up. that he realised with a shock that the loss of the walnut tree had

made a permanent difference to the appearance of the living-room. The Pelhams’ large

house stood in a sizeable garden. It had not come cheap, but even so Pelham had no
regrets about buying it. The leafy garden had created an impression of privacy. Now,
though. the storm had changed his outlook.

(DPreviously, the view from the living-room had featured the handsome walnut tree.
This has not darkened the room because there was also a window on the opposite wall,
but it had provided interesting patterns of light and shade that disguised the true state of
the worn furniture that the family had brought with them from their previous house.

@ With the tree gone, the room seemed cruelly bright, its worn furnishings exposed
in all their shabbiness. And the view from the window didn’t bear looking at. The tall
house next door, previously hidden by the tree, was now there, dominating the outlook
with its unattractive purple bricks and external pipes. It seemed to have a great many
upstairs windows, all of them watching the Pelhams’ every movement. “Doesn’t it look
terrible?” Pelham croaked to his wife.

(@ But Molly, standing in the doorway, sounded more pleased than dismayed.
“That’s what I've been telling you ever since we came here. We have to buy a new sofa,
whatever it costs. ”(2010/3)

6. Why were some people in Brackham annoyed after the storm?
A. The town looked different.
B. The police had done little to help.
C. No market could be held.
D. Fallen trees had not been removed.

7. What do we learn about Chief Inspector Pelham and his work, from the third paragraph?
A. He found his work extremely annoying.
B. He was sure that he fulfilled a vital role in his work.
C. He considered the police systems not efficient.
D. He did not trust the decisions made by his superiors.

8. When Inspector Pelham’s wife first told him about the walnut tree, he appeared to be
A. worried B. shocked C. saddened D. uninterested
9. As a result of the storm, the Pelhams’ living-room

A. was pleasantly lighter B. felt less private

C. had a better view D. was in need of repair
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10. From what we learn of Inspector Pelham, he could best be described as

A. open-minded B. well-liked
C. warm-hearted D. strong-willed
(G |

56 BT 1Y OC 8 iA] o4 annoyed il storm., &5 — B o AT LA F B XTI 9 6 G 46
annoyance: XU HI{E 1 173 [ /) PR BR #% #4 (The town itself lost two great lime trees
from the former market square.) ., #JE IS T IR4H H .0 B9FE T (altered the appearance of
the town centre entirely), iX i1 X4 #h f& I + 4 % %% (to the annoyance of its more
conservative inhabitants) . B IiH1 ) police 1 C I H1 ) market 7F W A4b %A £ & . A Tl
(The town looked different.)#l altered the appearance of the town centre entirely FEJ
2 IE A P R0

5 7 U b i & B3R 4 Chief Inspector Pelham, BT i B SC o AH X6 19 N 28 7E 58 =
Bt A TRR TAEE R A N0, B AR TR & K, C TIRRE S RS R AR, D TRk Xt
LRI R EA BTEE. % =B Pelham K H: T /EAH 56 194] F 4 : Convinced that the police
force could not do without him, he had, as usual, ignored her and attempted to carry on
working. F{FEERREA T LEEIT A SETEMERTEASWEIL 45 T
fE. BXi(He was sure that he fulfilled a vital role in his work.) F1J& 3 7 ) convinced
that the police force cold not do without him 54> Wiy , J& 1F 5 B BET5

% 8 #[1] Inspector Pelham Xif B =5 4 (9 5 o 46 T BEA X R 1 P 45 : When Molly
told him, on the Thursday morning, that the walnut tree had been brought down during
the night, Pelham hadn’t been able to take it in. fli7%# K7E& . D i (uninterested)J& IF
B (1) 301

59 U X HER K Pelhams’ living-room , SCHVRH JE I AR 7E 55 75 B . SABEE] T, pie2s
TikEJEEKSMIL (made a permanent difference to the appearance of the living-room) , 4
s Bt & 1 46 [ ik 5 T R B2 ik ( The leafy garden had created an impression of
privacy. ) , SUAE XU BUAE T AN, gl J& 3 privacy W20 7. K, B 3 (felt less private) Jg
AR 3T,

55 10 R XT Inspector Pelham PR i 55 , MR 48 J5 ST 4075 o BE 20 A 0 I e Sk B, 2%
ATLAUE I L85 strong-willed , D I E#f B9 #E 0. open-minded — &7~ FFBH , 3 G 42
XS AN AR A% 32 A W] UANIIA Y (H A I 3% A . warm-hearted 375 #00 , 404
b2k T B AT LR IX AN A, SCrh B HOCARY . IR A RS % D I,
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(DThe latest gloomy news from journalism’s battered front lines is that the
prestigious New York Times (NYT) is laying off 100 staff. Paper-and-ink newspapers are
in deep trouble., there’s no doubt about that. But the NYT, as comprehensive as its news
coverage sometimes is, is hardly in a position to offer the real story on its current woes,
anymore than a psychoanalyst is able to objectively analyze him or herself.

(@What’s bad for the NYT is not necessarily bad for journalism any more than what
is good for the NYT is necessarily good for journalism. But with more than 100
newspapers closing down last year, troubles at the NYT can be seen in a general
perspective as part of a trend. With advertising revenue plummeting, and real estate
losing value by the hour, the NYT is in a free fall accelerated in part by its own greed.

@ As newspapers flap about trying to breathe another day, Internet news
aggregators soar, circling above like birds of prey for whom the shifting tide is an
opportunity waiting to be picked. Internet delivery of news is infinitely faster and more
flexible. It saves millions of trees from the paper pulp mill and cuts down on the need for
noisy delivery trucks and back-breaking labor. so what’s not to like about it?

@For a brief fleeting moment, consumers can have their cake and eat it too.
Newspapers do the heavy lifting, while Internet news sites spread the information around
for free, “lite” and easy.

®But who will write the news when the newspapers are gone? Who are the new
news gatekeepers? The Internet makes us rather too dependent on terminals and
telephone lines produced and controlled by a handful of big corporations. Another
problem with the Net is its indiscriminate character. Falschoods are floated as easily as
truths, and although conscientious bloggers may help us navigate this unknown land,
there’s no business model to sustain the most truthful bloggers, either.

®More ominous yet, there’s something called the digital divide which means people
who don’t care to use or can’t afford computers are increasingly being left in the dark,
reduced to second class citizens in an age awash in information.

(DIronically, readers in countries such as Thailand, though hobbled by lower
income, are likely to enjoy their treasured national newspapers a bit longer than
Americans, because on one hand, salaries and labor costs are lower, and on the other
hand, there is the social imperative to reach the large percentage of the population who
can’t afford the fancy new digital viewing devices and terminals.

®Journalism can and must survive even the most calamitous change if society is ever
to right itself and get things right. In times of economic and social stress, reliable
information is more important than ever, incisive analysis a necessity. With the

diminished brightness of the day, more and more watchdogs are called for. Shining light
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in dark places is more critical than ever.

@A healthy society needs news and information that should be accessible to people
from all walks of life at nominal cost, a role newspapers have played rather well for more
than a century now. Newspapers will undergo drastic makeovers, but so will the Internet
information highway, which will lose some of its luster when the pay-per-view toll booths
are installed. (2010/3)

21. What does the passage mainly discuss?
A. The general downward trend of newspaper readership.
B. The comparison between newspaper and Internet news.
C. The important role of paper-and-ink newspapers.
D. The reasons for New York Times laying off its staff.
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(DOne of the most disturbing statistics I've read for a long time was published this
week. The Work Foundation claims that job satisfaction in this country has fallen
alarmingly. Women’s satisfaction level has fallen from 51 percent in 1992 to 29 percent
today; men’s has fallen from 35 percent to 20. The reason-the long-hours culture and job
insecurity.

@For my father’s generation. work was something that had to be endured so that




real life could be maintained. But my generation has been gulled into thinking that work
is real life. Most work is not satisfying. Most work stinks. Most work, however well

paid. is meaningless and dull. But somehow we’ve been convinced that work provides

self-fulfillment.

(@Before Mrs Thatcher, we had a famous British attitude to work—the less we did
the better. Thatcher introduced the idea that, in a world where identity was so fragile,
you could become real through work, through long hours and assiduous consumption, in
the small amount of time you had been left after clocking off. Now Blair carries on the
crusade, I've got one of the best jobs in the world—sing in an once by myself all day
trying to make up something that someone somewhere will be interested in. But I'd
rather be stretched out in front of the TV, or in bed, or playing tennis, or doing just
about anything else.

@Much of feminist thought has been about getting what men have traditionally had
without examining the underlying assumption of whether it was worth having. Feminism
never ended up with a life built around creative leisure, instead, women of talent and
drive threw themselves into the labour pool, believing that work and its attendant income
and power would affect the change of life and consciousness that would liberate them.

(©Can anything be done? Only if we’re willing to change the way we’ve been tricked
into thinking. Most people now measure their lives primarily in units of currency—
money saved and spent. I have a friend who'll travel halfway across London for a shoe
sale, without factoring in how much of her precious time has been spent travelling. The
most important truth I know is that all we ever own is the time we were given on this
earth. We need to seize it back. Now the future has arrived, and we have the means to

do it—we just don’t have the imagination. (2006/3)

3. What is the author’s attitude towards women’s joining the workforce?
A. Supportive. B. Negative.
C. Appreciative. D. Defensive.

4. What is the purpose of the author in mentioning her friend who travelled halfway
across London for a shoe sale?
A. To praise her friend for her persistence in pursuing what she wants.
B. To introduce her friend to the general public.
C. To give an urgent call for people to take life easy.
D. To raise people’s awareness as to how precious time is.

5. Which of the following is the most appropriate title for the passage?
A. What’s So Good about Hard Work?
B. What’d You Imagine for the Future?




