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Theatre (sometimes theater in American English) is a collaborative form of fine art that
uses live performers to present the experience of a real or imagined event before a live
audience in a specific place. The performers may communicate this experience to the audience
through combinations of gesture. speech., song, music or dance. Elements of design and
stagecraft are used to enhance the physicality, presence and immediacy of the experience. The
specific place of the performance is also named by the word “theatre” as derived from the
Ancient Greek théatron (*“a place for viewing”) and thedomai (“to see”, “to watch”, “to
observe”) .

Modern Western theatre derives in large measure from ancient Greek drama, from which it
borrows technical terminology, classification into genres, and many of its themes, stock
characters, and plot elements. Theatre scholar Patrice Pavis defines theatricality, theatrical
language, stage writing, and the specificity of theatre as synonymous expressions that
differentiate theatre from the other performing arts. literature, and the arts in general.

Theatre today includes performances of plays and musicals. Although it can be defined

broadly to include opera and ballet, those art forms are outside the scope of this article.
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Romans Fear for Colosseum as Backdrop for MTV Gig

Rome’s mighty Colosseum risks being damaged and diminished by a major MTV rock
concert, traditionalists and conservationists warned. As a prelude to the MTV Europe Music
Awards taking place on the outskirts of Rome in the late evening. an array of pop and rock
artists were set to play in front of the huge 2000-year-old arena where gladiators fought in

ancient times. The venue was used twice in recent times for rock concerts. by Paul McCartney




in 2003 and Simon and Garfunkel in July 2004, with thousands of fans packed into a street which
cuts through the ruins of the Roman Forum. But some people fear the noise of amplified rock
music could harm the architecture. “Has anyone considered the impact of rock on the Colos-
seum?” politician Teodoro Buontempo asked in ltaly’s parliament. “Have the authorities. . .
considered the inevitable damage that will be caused to the monument by the huge noise?” The
head of the government’s archaeological heritage department, Adriano La Regina, said even
worse than the physical damage would be what he saw as the cheapening of the Colosseum’s
image as it is used to promote commercial pop music. “What kind of image is this?” La Regina
said in an interview in Corriere della Sera newspaper in which he said the authorities should not
have allowed the MTV show. “It's debased, exploited, commercialized. An image (of Rome)
that in the end will have less value because it will have lost its fascination, its integrity, its

beauty.”
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American hospitality begins at home—especially when it involves food. Most Americans
agree that good home cooking beats restaurant food any day. When invited for a meal, you
might ask. “Can | bring anything?” Unless it's a potluck. where everyone brings a dish, the
host will probably respond, “No, just yourself.” For most informal dinners, you should wear
comfortable, casual clothes. Plan to arrive on time. or else call to inform your hosts of the
delay. During the dinner conversation, it's customary to compliment the hostess on the
wonderful meal. Of course. the biggest compliment is to eat lots of food!
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It’s a New Record for Cockroach Eating

Some people will do anything to get into the record books—eat cockroaches, catapult
coins or just sit around and navel-gaze. Australian Graham Barker has extracted his own
bellybutton fluff every day since 1984, collecting a world record 0.54 ounces. His collection is
just one of the weird and wonderful feats recorded in the 2002 edition of Guinness Worid
Records , published recently. “Some people gaze into their navel for inspiration. | look into

”

mine and see navel fluff,” said Barker. whose ambition is to collect enough navel pickings to
stuff a pillow. Briton Ken Edwards, a former ratcatcher and part-time entertainer, made it into
the record book after eating 36 medium-sized cockroaches in one minute on March 5,2001.
Other record-breaking feats include the loudest burp, by Briton Paul Hunn, which registered

118. 1 decibels—comparable to a plane taking off, according to the record book. Sooty was




crowned the most romantic guinea pig after fathering 43 babies during a single night of passion
with 24 partners in December 2000. British actor Vic Gallucci holds the record for most
appearances as a television extra. Since 1989 he has appeared 819 times as Detective
Constable Tom Baker in police TV drama The Bill. He has yet to speak a line.
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