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Preface

Ever since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the work on cultural relics has received
much attention of the Party and the Government. especially of the late Premier Zhou Enlai. From the
50’s to early 60’s, much efforts were made by the governmental organizations in purchasing cultural re-
lics and in formulating regulations to stop all loopholes of export. Out of patriotism, many private collec-
tors contuibuted their art treasures to the State. As a result, the works of painting and calligraphy in the
collections of many museums increased greatly in number. Groups for authentication were formed in va-
rious localities to meet the requirements. However, with the decade of turbulence and the passing of
Promier Zhou, work on authentication was suspended. After the political change of historic importance
in 1979, rectification has been carried out in cultural relics. The compilation of the “ Catalogue of
Chinese Ancient Rare Books ”, a behest of Premier Zhou, has reached its final stage. Recently, the task
of authentication of ancient Chinese painting and calligraphy has won deep concern of Gu Mu and Deng
Liqun, the leaders of the Party and Government. It was approved by the Propaganda Department of the
Central Copmmittee of CPC in June, 1983 to organize the Group for the Authentication of Ancient
Works of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy under the Administrative Bureau of Museums and Archeolo-
gical Data, Ministry of Culture. The task of the Group is to carry out comprehensive, systematic inves-
tigation and authentication in the country, as well as the compilation of catalogues, illustrated catalogues
and special books.

The functions of the Group include the following four points : (1) to investigate the conditions of re-
levant collections in museums and cultural organizations throughout the country; (2) to assist various
organizations in classification of collections according to quality and authentication as to genuineness; (3)
to authenticate also private collections; and (4) to contribute to relic preservation, to raise the scientific
level of research on art history by supplying abundant materials, and to train and build up a contingent
of middle—aged and young connoisseurs-of painting and calligraphy.

The results of authentication will be published in three sets, each in a number of volunmes : (1) “
Catalogue of Ancient Works of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy,”, which includes most items of all the
works authenticated as genuine; (2) “ Illustrated Catalogue of Ancient Works of Chinese Painting and
Calligraphy ”, which includes fine works with black—and—white illustration; and (3) special books,
showing the best and most important works.

The first and second sets will be published side by side with authentication. In these books, intem
are arranged according to the chronology of dynasties, and according to the lifetimes of the artists in
each dynasty. A comprehensive index will be published as The last volume of each set.

Apart from the collections preserved by various organizations, works in private collections confis-
cated during the decade of turbulence have also been authenticated. These works will be returned to the
respective owners in accordance with the policy of the party and the government. Therefore, the authen-
tication work began with these works, and afterwards with the regular'collections of museums.

The authentication work will be completed as expected under the concern and support of the lead-

ers and staffs of relevant organizations, to whom we are gratefully indebted to.

Group for the Authentication of Ancient
Works of Chinese Painting and calligraphy
December, 1983
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Explanatory Notes

1. This is the six volume of the second set of publications mentioned in the Preface.

2 This volume includes illustrations of 988 works selected from the collections of 23 organizations
in Jiangsu authenticated 1986.

3. The contents are arranged according to the order of authentication, with each preserving orga-
nization as a unit, designated as “ #1, 7“9 2, 7 “ 4 3”7

4. Under each preserving organization, the items are arranged according to the chronology of dynas-
ties and the lifetimes of the artists. An artist often lived beyond a certain dynasty. In such a case, the
traditional attribution as to dynasty is adopted and all his works selected are grouped together. For the
signed works of each artist, those dated by himself are listed first in time order, and then his undated
works. For works without signatures, or the lifetime of the artist uncertain, they are arranged under re-
spective dynasties according to the general artistic styles and in the later bart of that group. Owing to
the reasons in format layout, sometimes the illustrations are not shown strictly in their numerical order

of reference numbers.
- 5. For some famous works which have long been recognized as authentic, the traditional titles of the
works and the names of artists attributed to are retained.

6. The reference number of each work can be found under the illustration, and the dynasty, name of
artist and title of work in the footnotes.

7 For a hand scroll or an album, which has to be reproduced in separate illustrations, numbers are
given to show the original order. For an exceptionally long hand scroll, only the beginning and the end
are shown. For an album with many leaves, selections are shown.

8. As this illustrated catalogue includes only selected items among those included in the catalogue of
authenticated works, the reference numbers of works are not consecutive. For the convenience of the
reader, the corresponding catalogue without illustrations, wihich lists all the works authenticated, is in-
cluded at the end of the book as an appendix. Items marked with “ & ” in the Appendix show selected
works included in this illustrated catalogue. Descriptions of each work as to the form ( hanging scroll,
hand scroll, album, etc. ), color ( monochrome or colored ) and size are also given in the Appendix.

9. For works dated by the artists, years quoted from their own ways of notations are given in the
Appendix. Notations in other ways and in A.D. for the same years are included in parentheses.

10. For a collaborated work, only the name of one artist is given in the entry in the Appendix,. with
the names of his collaborators in the footnotes.

11. In the great majority of cases, the authenticators agreed unanimously in their opinipns. However,
in exceptional cases when there were different views, such works have also been included in the Appen-
dix for further discussion, and are each marked with the figure “ @, ®@,®”
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