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Our story evolves from a few old towns and villages...
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Preface

Nearly fifteen years have passed since I began to visit old towns in the
1990s. It was during these years that China burgeoned as a market
economy. People working in each and every industry, while embracing the
inviting modern life, believed that they saw the dawn of a brilliant new
century. Under the galloping hooves of development and construction,
however, almost all that was tagged as “old stuff” in modern eyes got
smashed to pieces. The renovation of urban and rural buildings has in
particular been the most explicit and impressive change in the past two

decades.

Just like my compatriots, I am an everyday witness to the uproar
and fanfare in those construction sites that pop up one after another.

Once, the facades of almost all the buildings are covered with ceramic
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