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ABSTRACT

Economic development brings dramatic shifts in the structure of employment in the
market and non-market work, and plays a substantial role in women’ s participation in
the labor market and their well- being. Labor market shifts will likely affect women and
men differently because they possess unequal work skills, assets, and social connec-
tions, and so do not benefit from new work opportunities in the same way, and social
norms and values embedded in society also affect them unequally. While most of research
of the time use of individuals focus on paid work, some unpaid work, such as domestic
work and care, aspects of well-being that are of special importance to women and chil-
dren are ignored. While time use surveys could contribute to research the problems in the
domain by providing rich information on all activities—market and non-market work and
leisure. Using data from the China Health and Nutrition Survey1991-2006, this study
analyzes the relationship between economic development and gender differences in terms
of time use of family members between paid and unpaid work and work burdens in rural
China.

1. The first contribution of the dissertation is to provide an analysis framework of e-
conomic development and gender differences in time use of family members in rural Chi-
na. based on the capability approach formulated by Amartya Sen and new home produc-
tion theoretical frameworks. The paper provides estimates of changes in time use patterns
in three sectors, namely, farm & off- farm and domestic work and total work bur-
dens. the contribution of four specific features of economic development ( income growth,
structural change, migration, and infrastructure improvements) to the time use of fami-
ly members are analyzed.

2. Fixed- effects techniques shows that the process of economic development is associ-
ated with a shift of time from farm work to off-farm work over the period 1991 to 2006,
there has been a feminization of labor in both the farm and off-farm sectors, and that mi-
gration is a critical determinant in this outcome. the income effects of economic develop-

ment dominate their labor- saving effects for time allocated to domestic labor. Moreover,
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economic development is associated with a rise in absolute work time, while the time al-
located to the off-farm sector increased for both women and men, the results may have
positive implications for the well-being of women and men. The increase has been less for
married women, compared to single women, and both marmed and single men. Although
not an increase in the gender work time gap, the widening gender work time gap in each
sector implies that economic development appears to have enhanced men’ s advantage over
women in the earnings hierarchy.

3. Exploring the concept of time poverty, the empirical research shows time con-
straints and work burdens for men and women are affected differently in the process of e-
conomic development. Married women is the groups that constrained by time poverty
mostly among other groups of women. Structural change decrease the probability of time
poverty for both men and women, while migration affect women even more, compared
to men. The improvements in infrastructure increase the probability of time poverty
for men.

4. Inter-generation substitution in time use have been found in the process of eco-
nomic development. While migration is a critical determinant for feminization of labor in
both the farm and off-farm sectors, how has labor migration in rural China affected the
left-behind family members’ time use and work burdens? Using two-stage tobit regres-
sions, the study examines the impact of migration on the time use of the lefi- behind
wives, older children and elderly people. The estimates show that a husband’s labor
migration has a significant positive effect on his wife’ s farm work time. A father’ s mi-
gration significantly increases the domestic time of boys and girls and the effect is stron-
ger for girls than for boys. The migration of a family member increases farm labor time for
both elderly males and females and domestic labor time for elderly females. Public in-

vestment in infrastructure and childcare may help reduce work burdens of children.

KEY WORDS: Economic Development; Time Use; Gender Differences; Rural China
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